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Rick’s Xmas Letter 
Dictated Oct. 16 

Thornton Suppliers Praised 

Continental Feeds ’Em 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 






IRST TIME I ever heard of 

this feller, Rickenbacker, was 
when the late Fred Duesenberg, 
afterwards to become famous not 
only because of the fast racing cars 
he built, but as manufacturer of 
America’s highest price motor car, 
put in his oar on Eddie’s behzif 
to the Contest Board of the Ameri- 
can Autmobile Assn., of which I 
was a member. The last time I 
heard of him was a week ago Sun- 
day when, over the air, he told 
America how Providence and a 
watchful Navy saved him from a 
watery grave. 

Around 1908-9, Rick was a 
rookie dirt track driver of the now- 
forgotten Firestone-Columbus and 
had gotten into some sort of a jam 
which Duesey helped straighten 
out. Rick wasn’t driving for Fred 
then, but the latter already had 
recognized in him the makings of 
a great driver. Fred was a wiz at 
picking ’em even then, 

* * # 


THE YEARS that have slipped 
off the calendar pad since then 
I have seen the Duesenberg hunch 
make good. I’ve watched Rick 
emerge from the rookie chrysalis 
into a champion automobile race 
driver, a heavy-footed daredevil 
who always got the limit out of 
his mounts, provided they held up 
under the punishment of the floor- 
board-flattened gas throttle. As a 
member of the AAA Contest Board, 
I helped send him into the other 
war as Gen. Pershing’s chauffeur; 
I eagerly read the letters he wrote 
me from the other side while he 
was developing into America’s ace 
of aces, with a record of 21 Ger- 
man planes and several balloons 
shot down; I helped welcome him 
home when peace finally came; 
I read the manuscript of his book, 
the “Flying Circus,” and when he 
was grabbed by the Chautauqua 
circuit as a lecturer, I tried coach- 
ing him on the amateurish talk he 
had prepared for his great mo- 
ment. 


It was Damon Runyan who did 
the real polishing, though. In the 
quarter-century since, speech-mak- 
ing has become an art with Rick. 
Those who listened in on him a 
week ago Sunday, when he told of 
his great adventure on the Pacific 
and his sensational rescue, will 
testify to that. 

* * & 

NATURALLY, following the war 
and after the lecture tour was com- 
pleted, there were many jobs of- 
fered the ace of aces, And just as 
naturally, he decided on the auto- 
mobile industry as his mea] ticket. 
He and Barney Everett got to- 
gether and built the Rickenbacker 
car, which, by the way, was the 

(See SPARKS, Page 15, Col. 1) 
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Price, Ration Rules Reforms Likely 


Henderson Quits 
Under Pressure 


Senator Brown, Likely 
Successor, Is Seen 
Simplifying Controls 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 


DETROIT. — Some relaxa- 
tion of price and rationing 
controls, which will affect 
the automotive industry, is 


probable with appointment of 
a new OPA administrator to suc- 
ceed Leon Henderson, who re- 
signed last week. 

Senator Prentiss M. Brown, de- 
feated last fall in the Michigan 
election, appears as Henderson’s 
likely successor, although it has 
not been determined whether 
OPA’s functions art to be divided 
into prices and rationing, with a 
separate head for each division. 

Meanwhile, it was reported that 
Henderson’s top lieutenants. in 
OPA (whether these include Hu- 
bert Larson, auto rationing head, 
is not known) have decided to 
offer their resignations to Hender- 
son’s successor so that he might 
have a clear field for any reforms 
to be made. 

Any relaxation of controls, it is 
pointed out, will not bring aban- 
donment of the most vital ration- 
ing and price regulations, due to 
legislation and presidential direc- 
tives on such items as gasoline, 
rubber, etc. 

It is considered most likely that 
any reforms will involve chiefly a 
campaign to sell the public on the 
need for rationing, a decrease in 
the paper work caused under most 
regulations, and rules based on the 
public’s honesty. 


Brown is the opposite of Hender- 





TRUCKS ON THE “Deap LiNe”— 
because of parts and labor 
shortages. See story on page 18. 


son, both as to personality and 
ways of operating. As a result, he 
is expected to hold up better under 
the new Congress convening Jan. 6. 

Although his resignation has 
been accepted “reluctantly” by 
President Roosevelt, Henderson 
will likely remain in his job for 
another six weeks, because he 
wants to finish up three big jobs 
—fuel oil rationing, mileage ra- 
tioning and a new retail price 
formula involving percentage mar- 
gins, all of which are responsible 
for the political pressure which 
brought about his resignation. 

Henderson plans several months 
of rest, but it is probable that he 
will return to the government later 
on in another capacity. 


Traffic Toll Off 


WASHINGTON. —A total of 103 
deaths from motor vehicle accidents 
occurring within the corporate limits 
of 147 major cities of the United States 
was reported during the week ended 
Dec. 19. This is a decrease of eight 
deaths, or 7.2 percent, from the 111 
motor vehicle accident fatalities re- 
ported for the preceding week. The 
number of urban motor vehicle acci- 
dent deaths for the current week was 
25.4 percent lower than the median for 
the corresponding week of the 3-year 
period, 1939-1941. 


With Hectic ’42 History— 








Auto Plants, Dealers 
Look to 1943 


DETROIT. — Already substanti- 
ally above peaks reached in the 
peacetime manufacture of cars, 
trucks, buses, 
trailers and re- 
placement parts, 
the __ production 
rates and employ” 
ment totals of the 
new and re-tooled 
armaments plants 
of the automotive 
industry are 
scheduled to con- 
tinue to increase 
throughout 1943. 

month gains, 
however, will not be so sharp as 
in 1942, and the steady uptrends of 
the past year may be interrupted 
temporarily in the coming year 
because of production changes dic- 
tated by war strategy and the fluc- 
tuating availability and distribu- 
tion of raw materials. 

This analysis of the armaments 
production status of the auto in- 
dustry was made public by Alvan 
Macauley, president of the Auto- 
motive Council for War Produc- 
tion. 

The Council, organized a year 
ago by automotive companies to 
expedite the output of hundreds of 
types of war goods on a voluntary 
industry-wide basis, in a year-end 
statement also released these pre- 
liminary facts and figures of the 
industry’s first full year of war- 
time operations: 

Production — Aircraft; tanks; 
military transport, service and 
combat vehicles; cannon, guns, 
shells and related fully-assembled 
armaments and parts produced 
by automotive companies 

amounted to $4,665,000,000 in 
1942. This is more than 10 per- 
cent above the value of the 
industry’s output of civilian 
goods in 1941, its peak peacetime 
year. 


Current Production—The in- 
industry’s arms output in Decem- 
ber totaled $575,000,000. This is 
an annual rate of nearly $7,000,- 
000,000 which is equivalent to 
producing 10,000,000 cars and 
trucks a year. Greatest number 
of such units ever produced in 
any one year was 5,358,420 in 1929. 

Employment—There were 
690,000 factory workers on the 
payrolls of 775 principal automo- 
tive plants in December. This is 
more than 50 percent above the 
conversion low point of 620,000 
workers, touched last February, 
and 26 percent above the record 
peacetime high of 761,000 estab- 
lished in May, 1941. 

All the industry’s nearly 1,000 
plants are now engaged in war 
production, most of them 100 per- 
cent, according to Macauley, and 
construction has been completed 

(Continued on Page 17, Col. 4) 





WASHINGTON. — Although 1942 
has been by far the most critical 
twelve-month period ever experi- 
enced by the 
automobile deal- 
ers of this coun- 
try, the dealers 
have managed to 
give a good ac- 
count of them- 
selves and. sub- 
stantially four 
out of five have 
been able to wea- 
ther the _ storm, 
ey it is reported by 
D.E.Castles Dave Castles, 

president of Na- 
tional Auto Dealers Assn. 

The fact that so many dealers 
have survived the countless diffi- 
culties of the year is due to the 
fight which NADA has been putting 
up throughout the period, he said. 

At present, NADA is training its 
guns on the manpower situation as 
the shortage of auto mechanics has 
become a growing menace to the 
entire transportation system of the 
country. 

Two different Murray-Patman 
acts, designed to benefit dealers 
financially, were passed by Con- 
gress. These two acts, particu- 
larly Act No. 1, saved dealers 
throughout the nation from 
wholesale bankruptcy. The fact 
that four out of five dealers re- 
mained in business during the 
year is attributable in great part 
to the passage of these acts. 

The first act, approved May 11, 
providing for the RFC to both 
make loans to and purchases from 
dealers not only helped dealers 
financially, but the work in con- 
nection with it brought to Congress 
and government departments a 
realization of the importance of 
the retail dealer. Direct contacts 
between members of Congress and 
local dealers were established by 
the NADA headquarters staff with 
highly desirable results. 

Official Washington came _ to 

(Continued on Page 16, Col. 1) 





While ‘Rome’ Burns— 


Crisis in East 


Prompts Action 


B and C Coupon Values 
Dropped to 3 Gallons 
In 17 Eastern States 


DETROIT. —A_ thorough 
overhauling of the gasoline- 
rationing system is in pros- 
pect as a result of the fuel 
shortage in the East, which 


forced a three-day suspension of 
gas sales to passenger cars, 


James F. Byrnes, economic sta- 
bilization director, stepped into the 
picture and, after a hurried con- 
ference with OPA’s Leon Hender- 
son (still on the job despite his 
resignation), Petroleum Adminis- 
trator Harold Ickes and ODT’s 
Joseph Eastman, announced that 
while steps are being taken to re- 
lieve the East’s crisis, there is 
little hope of an immediate in- 
crease in gasoline and fuel-oi] ra- 
tions. 

This is due, he said, “because of 
increased military demands and 
delays in obtaining critical ma- 
terial to extend terminal facilities 
and complete pipelines and barge 
construction.” 

After all gasoline sales, except 
those to trucks, had been sus- 
pended for three days in the 17 
Eastern states, OPA resumed ra- 
tioning Monday under reduced 
coupon values. For the time being 
at least, both B and C coupons will 
be worth only three gallons instead 
of four, while the value of A cou- 
pons—to the surprise of many— 
remains at three. 

The eight points of OPA’s new 
conservation program are: 

Cutting of B and C coupons 
from four to three gallons. 

Stricter enforcement of all gas- 
oline rationing regulations. 

Immediate suspension of deal- 
ers and withdrawal of ration 

books from consumers caught 
violating gasoline rationing regu- 
lations. 

New OPA controls over inven- 
tories of gasoline refineries and 
importers. 

Thorough review of existing 
systems of delivering gasoline to 

(Continued on Page 7, Col. 1) 


Unions, WLB Fret to Keep 
All Milk Drivers on Job 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—In paradoxical 
contrast to the manpower-shortage 
paralysis threatening the trucking 
industry as a whole, union-inspired 
efforts to figure out ways to keep 
milk truck drivers employed on a 
seven-day week delivery schedule 
and still effect mileage reductions 
continue in progress here with the 
direct blessings of the War Labor 
Board. 


Although every-other-day milk 
deliveries were widely adopted 
months ago in numerous other 


areas as a gasoline and equipment 
conservation measure, the dairy in- 
dustry here has been forced by the 
AFL milk drivers’ union, backed 
by the WLB, to try and evolve 
means of maintaining seven-day 
deliveries without violating Office 
of Defense Transportation orders. 
The purpose has. been plainly 
stated as to prevent any curtail- 
ment whatever, if possible, in the 
employment of milk-truck drivers. 
If the thought that these 
drivers might better be used else- 
(Continued on Page 19, Col. 1) 
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Largest in World... 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DECEMBER 28, 1942 





LIKE A NEW WORLD’S FAIR, construction proceeds 24 hours a day at 
Chrysler Corp’s. new Dodge Chicago Plant—the world’s largest manufacturing 


unit. All the .. seen in this 
described as “‘big enough to 
room enough for 20 baseball 
high-powered aircraft engines. 


RT Re RE 





ENOUGH WOOD to build 2,000 four-room bungalows. 


icture are on the plant property. 
ut the Ford Willow Run plant inside and have 
iamonds around the edges,’ 
alone will cover space equal to 50 city blocks. 


Recently 


one of the buildings 
It’s for the manufacture of 


oa } 
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Thirty million square 


feet (1,000 car loads) of lumber are being used for concrete forms and supports 
during construction at Chrysler Corp’s. new. Dodge Chicago Plant—to be the 


world’s largest manufacturing unit. 


Continental to Pace 


"43 Tank-Engine Output 


DETROIT. — Continental Motors 
will be called on in 1943 to produce 
more tank engines than any other 
company in the world. 

Workers in the plant, as repre- 
sented by some 300 foremen at the 
yearly foremen’s dinner in the 
Book-Cadillac last week, had this 
assurance from their president, C. 
J. Reese. 

In view of the recent report that 
the Army was standardizing on 
one tank power plant, Reese’s 
comment was regarded with spe- 
cial interest. Continental builds 
air-cooled aircraft-type radial en- 
gines for Army tanks, both here 
and in its newly-acquired Dallas 
(Tex.) plant. 

High tribute was paid to these 
engines by Lieut. Col. J. M. Colby, 
preceding Reese on the speaking 
program. Col. Colby sketched Con- 
tinental’s development work on 


Ford Setting Records 
On P&W Testing 


DEARBORN.— Ford _ engineers, 


who are setting many new records. 


in speeding production of Pratt and 
Whitney airplanes engines, now 
have come up with another—only 
29% minutes to place an engine in 


this type of engine, dating back to 
1932, and said that the General 
Grants and General Lees embody- 
ing these engines “have proved to 
be the mainstay of the British in 
the Middle East.” Their compara- 
tive freedom from mechanical 
trouble, and the ease of servicing 
when servicing is required, were 
cited as two of their superiorities. 


“In 10 days of battle, the per- 
centage of U. S. tanks in a single 
brigade rose from 36 to 71,” he 
said. “They carried the show from 
Tobruk to El Aghelia, through 32 
consecutive days of fighting. Of- 
ficers had to mother their ex- 
hausted men, covering them with 
blankets and force-feeding them, 
because the men were too tired to 
do it themselves; but the engines 
received no pampering. They were 
given gasoline, and oil if the latter 
was available—and there were only 
12 mechanical failures. 

“Forty-eight mechanical casual- 
ties, as a result of the fighting, 
were restored to duty through 
service right in the field, since 
these engines can be pulled out and 
repaired under ordinary field con- 
ditions.” 

Other speakers included George 
Romney, managing director, Auto- 
motive Council for War Produc- 


a test cell, couple it to many con-' tion; Rep. Dow Harter of Ohio, A. 
nections, and have it turning over 
at 600 rpm. Not long ago four or 
five hours was considered fast for 
such an operation. 


W. Wild, L. P. Kalb and William 
Crawford of Continental, and W. 
H. Burdsall, chief ordnance in- 
spector in the Detroit plant. 





LOOKING AHEAD. Jack Reese, president of Continental Motors, declared 
at the yearly foremen’s dinner at the Book-Cadillac in Detroit, that in 1943 
Continental will be called on to produce more tank engines than any other 


company in the world. 
the above 


More than 300 foremen attended the banquet. In 
icture: Left, William Crawford, manager of Continental’s Texas 


division; right, Reese, president of Continental Motors. 





Nelson Sets Goal— 


‘43 War Output Seen 
Above $90 Billions 


WASHINGTON.—In a report on 
production progress in the first 
year of the war, WPB Chairman 
Donald Nelson said last week that 
“the grimmest fighting and the 
hardest work lie ahead of us.” 

He said the overall war pro- 
gram in 1943 will have to be inten- 
sified to do a “better than $90 bil- 
lion war job.” This compares with 
$52.5 billion spent for war in 1942 
and $13.8 billion for defense in 
1941. 

He said the United States is 
making as many combat weapons 
today as the entire Axis, and the 
United Nations together are turn- 
ing out twice as Many weapons as 
the enemy. But he warned that “we 
cannot win a war simply by equal- 
ing or even outproducing enemies.” 

“We must have a smashing su- 
periority and keep it that way to 


Chevrolet Adds 


New Aluminum 
Forge Plant 


DETROIT.—A new aluminum 
forge plant, output of which, 
added to current production, will 
make Chevrolet one of the largest 
suppliers of aluminum aviation 
forgings in America, began produc- 
tion two days before the Pearl 
Harbor anniversary and just seven 
months after ground was broken 
to start building, it was announced 
here last week by M. E. Coyle, 
general manager of Chevrolet. 


With a peak capacity of millions 
of pounds of forgings per year, the 
new forge will supply many air- 
craft, aircraft parts and aircraft 
engine manufacturers in addition 
to Chevrolet. 

Production began this month 
with the manufacture of aluminum 
propeller blade and propeller pis- 
ton forgings. Main crankcase sec- 
tions, pistons and other aviation 
forgings for the Chevrolet-built 
Pratt & Whitney engine are al- 
ready in production at another 
Chevrolet forge plant and require- 
ments to meet increased schedules 
will be supplied by the new forge. 

Output of the new plant will be 
scheduled at an increasing pace to 
attain capacity. 

In scheduling production flow 
and types of forgings produced, 
Chevrolet operates at the direction 
of the Army Air Corps, which was 
instrumental in securing Defense 
Plant Corporation funds for the 
building and equipping of this 
plant, Mr. Coyle said. 


FOB 
Factory 


By A. H. Allen 


THE RUMOR factory has been 
bubbling with the report that Bill 
Stout is hooking up with Consoli- 
dated Aircraft for 
several weeks 
now, but official 
confirmation came 
only last week 
from T. M. Gird- 
ler, chairman of 
Consolidated, and 
head of Republic 
Steel. Statement 
has been issued 
to the effect 
Stout’s entire 
organization, in- 
cluding Stout 
Engineering Laboratories and the 
Stout Skycraft Corp., has been 
taken over by Consolidated and 
will continue its creative research 
work in improving aircraft and 
allied products and in developing 
new product ideas. No further de- 
tails are revealed. 

Stout will continue his head- 
quarters at his. laboratory in 
Dearborn, but will spend consid- 
erable time in San Diego, work- 
ing with Harry Woodhead, presi- 
dent of Consolidated, and I. M. 
Laddon, executive vice-president. 
Presumably Stout’s connections 
with. the Fisher interests in De- 

(Continued on Page 14, Col. 5) 
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the end,” he said. “And we must 
remember that we cannot win by 
production alone. Victory will be 
won on the fields of bloody battle 
by our soldiers, sailors and 
marines.” 

Production for war alone in 1943 
will have to equal the value of all 
the goods and services produced 
by the nation in its years of great- 
est prosperity, the report said, At- 
tainment of this goal would mean 
that by the end of 1943, the United 
States would be out-producing the 
Axis two to one, and with its Allies 
would be out-producing the Axis 
three to one. 

Describing 1943 as “the crucial 
year in the rubber situation,” the 
report added that America has 30 
million tire replacements—mostly 
old tires, retreads, and tires made 
of reclaimed rubber—to take the 
place of the 90 million new tires 
which normally would have been 
consumed during 1942 and 1943. 

“If the vast and ambitious syn- 
thetic rubber program is com- 
pletely successful, and if the tires 
now on the road are carefully pre- 
served, the United States will have 
defeated the rubber shortage by 
this time next year,” the report 
said. “If not, the rubber shortage 
in terms of civilian transportation 
breakdown and a rubber-starved 
military machine may have defeat- 
ed the United States.” 

The conversion of industry to 
war production ceased to be an im- 
portant concern of the WPB by 
the fall of 1942, because “it was 
either achieved or well on the way 
to achievement,” the report said. 


GM Now Producing 


Complete Planes 

LINDEN, N. J.—The Eastern 
Aircraft division of General Mo- 
tors Corp. has become the first 
unit in the automobile industry 
to convert to complete airplane 
production, it was disclosed with 
the announcement here last 
week by L. O. Goad, general 
manager, that five plants which 
were manufacturing automotive 
parts or assembling automobiles 
less than a year ago, are now in 
production of fighter planes and 
torpedo bombers for the United 
States Navy. 


Although only 11 months old, 
Eastern Aircraft has _ retooled 
the five General Motors automo- 
tive plants the new division 
absorbed upon its formation on 
Jan. 21 of this year and is now 
well embarked on the produc- 
tion of two different planes for 
the Navy, both designed by the 
Grumman Aircraft Engineering 
Corp., Goad reported. In fact, 
about a half year after the letter 
of intent was received from the 
Navy, Eastern Aircraft, from 
parts furnished by Grumman, 
had assembled and flown its 
first airplane. Now Eastern Air- 
craft is manufacturing its own 
parts for assembly into the com- 
pleted planes. 








TRUCK SECTION 


Auto Plants’ 
War Output 
Rises 7.5% 


WASHINGTON. — Shipments of 
war goods from plants of the auto- 
mobile industry reached $577,621,- 
000 in September, an increase of 


7.5 percent over the 
month. 

These figures, released by R. L. 
Vaniman, director of the War Pro- 
duction Board’s Automotive di- 
vision, are derived from reports on 
400 plants owned by 133 companies. 
This group of companies — seven 
major automobile manufacturers, 
11 truck firms and 115 parts pro- 
ducers—represents approximately 
68 percent of the entire industry. 

The number of wage earners in 
the 400 automobile plants in Oc- 
tober was 676,181, an increase of 
2.5 percent over September, and an 
increase of 33.1 percent over last 
February. Females now represent 
13.5 percent of all wage earners, 
and the number employed was 16.0 
percent higher in October than 
September. 

Total shipments, including ship- 
ment of parts by sub-contractors to 
prime contractors, rose for another 
consecutive month in September, 
reaching a total of $605,702,000. 
This compares with $566,013,000 in 
August, $540,284,000 in July, and 
$494,113,000 in June. 

Backlog of war orders in the 
hands of prime contractors only at 
the end of September exceeded 
$11,598,000,000. This figure is made 
up of: Automobile companies $9,- 
418,570,000; truck companies $1,- 
092,822,000; and parts companies 
$1,086,632,000. The industry esti- 
mates that at the rate of Septem- 
ber shipments it will require 22 
months to complete both prime 
and sub-contract orders now on 
hand. 

Reports by the auto plants to 
WPB showed the average weekly 
wage per worker in October was 
$55.01 compared to $52.91 in Sep- 
tember. Yearly payrolls at the pres- 
ent rate would amount to $1,934,- 
140,000. 


previous 


Seeley to Center 
AKRON.—E. A. Seeley, manager of 
field personnel and training for B. F. 
Goodrich Co., has been loaned to the 
Army Ordnance department’s Tank 
and Automotive Center in Detroit, as 
executive personnel advisor. 





_Democracy is the American way of 
life; let’s keep it that way. 





FIRST 2,000 H.P. Pratt & Whitney aircraft en ines, to be built by Nash- 
Kelvinator Corp., have rolled off the assembly line in the compony’s Fehabili- 


tated automobile assembly as in Wisconsin. 


engines, which will be use 


Shown inspecting one of the 


to power the Navy’s new, high-altitude Corsair 


fighter planes, are Lieut. K. M. Lord, resident Navy representative; Claus 


Anderson, chief liaison between factory 


manager; Pat Little, assistant to the 
general manager. 


and Navy; Harry Costley, factory 
general manager; and R. A. DeVlieg, 
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7 little has been said regard- 
ing the contribution of automo- 
bile dealers in organizing repair 
regiments and companies for the 
Army Ordnance department. Since 
early spring, when Herman Goodin, 


first vice-president of NADA 
started this effort, two complete 
regiments have been enlisted and 
trained. Some of these units are 
now on active duty. Two more 
regiments have since been re- 
cruited by dealers and are in train- 
ing. Also many other single units 
have been recruited, trained and 
assigned to various combat units. 

The job is now over, because 
volunteer enlistments will soon 
be abandoned in favor of the 
enlargement of Selective Service 
activities by which the War 
Manpower Commission will take 
the responsibility of assigning 
the manpower of this nation 
where it will do the most good, 
whether it is in the combat 
forces, or in industry or agri- 
culture. 


* * * 
Army Turns 


To Dealers 

VEN now, few people realize 

the scope and activities of the 
Ordnance department in caring 
for the mechanized battle equip- 
ment both on the home front and 
in the four corners of the world. 
Soldiers of the last world war 
mostly were gun-bearers. Now the 
successful conduct of the war de- 
pends on a highly-mechanized or- 
ganization. This means that repair 
and maintenance units are es- 
sential. It was natural that the 
Ordnance department last spring 
looked to automobile dealers as 
the only organized force through 
which the necessary recruiting 
could be accomplished in the re- 
quired time. 

Goodin, since made a major, 
made a quick trip across the 
United States and attended meet- 
ings of automobile dealers which 
had been previously called for 
the purpose by the state direc- 
tors of NADA. At these state 
meetings, officers—most of them 
dealers—were selected. These of- 
ficers then organized their re- 
spective territories, appointing 
automobile dealers in the various 
towns as heads of the local com- 


mittees to recruit and enlist men. 
~ * od 


Dealer Effort 


Is Unique 

ULLY 400 dealers throughout 
“America served on these re- 
cruiting committees. They more 
than met the demands of the lead- 
ers in the Ordnance department. 
Committees worked effectively in 
each state, and I have no doubt 
that when the war is over and the 
history is written, this activity on 
the part of automobile dealers, in 
spite of the fact that they had 
such need for mechanics them- 
selves, will not only be a unique 
recruiting enterprise in this coun- 
try, but in the history of the 
world. Each of these men who 
served so well should have public 
recognition and I know that this 
column, as well as much other 
space in trade papers, will be de- 
voted to that subject. 

Some of the non-industrial 
areas were particularly active; 
for instance, the NADA director 
for Tennessee, Emmett S. New- 
ton of Chattanooga, organized a 
committee of automobile dealers 
representing each area of the 
state, including W. A. Connaugh- 
ton, of Memphis; Gates W. Kidd, 
of Johnson City; Roy McClure, 
of Bristol; Frank Moffitt, of 
Jackson; C. N. Rolfe, of Nash- 
ville; and J. C. Mahan, of Knox- 
ville; all of whom spent hours 
in planning the work of recruit- 
ing on a statewide basis, and 
then held many meetings in their 
local areas in which recruits 
were interviewed and classified 
previous to enlistment. The origi- 
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nal plan in this area called for 
one battalion in the Southeast- 
ern states for which Tennessee 
was expected to contribute only 
one company, but before the ac- 
tivity was completed, so en- 
thusiastic was the statewide 
group that Tennessee furnished 
not only one complete battalion, 
but also two unattached com- 
panies. This cooperation from 
the state of Tennessee lent much 
encouragement to Maj. Goodin, 
and was effectively used as a 
stimulus for recruiting activities 


elsewhere. 
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Repair Unit 
Most Vital 

HERE was little realization at 

the start of this war of the 
importance of having companies, 
battalions and regiments repairing 
and keeping in condition mechan- 
ized equipment. To repair and put 
in fighting trim a tank, an air- 
plane, or an artillery unit is equal | 
to the building of a new one, and’ 
since transportation space is at, 
such a premium, the repairs on| 
the field are oftentimes the dif-| 
ference between winning and los-; 
ing an engagement. 

This effort has already proved 
its essentiality on the battle- 
fronts, and it is going to be in- 
teresting later on, when all can 
be told, to give the specific facts 
and to record the value of the 
contributions these trained units 
have delivered and will deliver 


| 
in our war effort. 
* * #* 
OM now on, the recruiting will 
be accomplished entirely 


selective service, and it is expected 
now that our armed forces have a 
basis for all of their repair regi- 
ments, battalions and companies. 
Men can be supplied and trained 
from the available draftees and at 
the same time protect the labor 
necessary to keep motor cars re- 
paired on the home front, as well 
as the labor necessary in industry 
and on the farm. 

So in this last column of this 
year, I want to congratulate all 
the automobile dealers who aided 
in this recruiting effort, as well 
as to eulogize the mechanics and 
other automobile dealers’ em- 
ployes who joined up. I wish 
them godspeed and a safe re- 
turn, and I know that they will 
be better mechanics and better 
men when they come back. 
They will be needed to aid in 
the supplying of automotive 
transportation to this nation and 
the world. 

. * 

ILE I have been in Wash- 

ington many times since Hu- 
bert Larson was appointed head 
of the automobile section of OPA, 
I have always missed him. Several 
weeks ago, however, he appeared 
before the annual meeting of the 
Detroit Automobile Dealers’ Assn. 
and I had a chance to talk with 
him then, I am glad, indeed, to 
confirm all the favorable reports 
that I have heard on him from 
many dealers throughout the 
United States since his appoint- 
ment. 

I think the industry is for- 
tunate indeed in having men of 
the experience of Larson, a man 
of ability, foresight and energy, 
and one who, after the interests 
of the war and the public are 
taken care of, will give every 
break to the members of this 
trade. It’s also a good break for 
the industry that he has just 
selected Sam Shapiro, manager 
of the Chicago Automotive Trades 
Assn., to act as chief of research 
of the Automobile division of 
OPA. Sam stands very high in 
this trade, as every dealer in the 
Chicago territory will testify. He 
is a natural and safe leader; he 
knows what this is all about, 
and I am sure that he has a real 
contribution to make in his new 
government appointment. 


25-Cent Tire-Test Fee 


Declared Inadequate 

WASHINGTON. — Reports 
coming in here have it that 
many garages feel that the 
OPA’s tire inspection fee of 25 
cents per inspection is inade- 
quate for the amount of work 
required, For the 25-cent fee in 
cases where tires are not de- 
mounted, this is what the tire 
inspector is obliged to do, ac- 
cording to the official “Tire In- 
spector’s Manual:” 


Check and correct air pres- 
sure, list on the owner’s tire 
inspection record the serial num- 
bers on the tires mounted on 
the vehicle and check these 
against the serial numbers list- 
ed on the tire record; write in 
the speedometer mileage on the 
record; check rims and wheels 
for correct size and type; check 
tread and sidewalls for cuts, 
abrasions, breaks, blisters and 
other conditions requiring re- 
pair; check all tires for evidence 
of unbalanced wheels, faulty 
brake adjustment, improper 
wheel alignment, caster, camber 
malalignments and _ excessive 
wear of kingpins, bushings and 
wheel bearings; ask the vehicle 
operator if any tire has been 
injured on the inside and not 
repaired (in which case the tire 
must be demounted and ex- 
amined at a 50-cent fee); ask 
the vehicle operator if any tire 
has been subject to shock caused 
by striking sharp objects such 
as rocks, curbs, edges of round 
holes, ete., which may have 
caused a ply rupture (in which 
case the tire must be demounted 
and examined at a 50-cent fee) ; 
inspect tubes for repair or re- 
placement if they fail to retain 
air pressure. 





De Silva Distribution Chief 


For WPB Auto Div. 

WASHINGTON.— Harry R. De 
Silva, previously of the Office of 
Price Administration, has been ap- 
pointed chief of the distribution 
section of the automotive division 
of the War Production Board, R. 
L. Vaniman, division director, an- 
nounces. 

De Silva came to Washington in 
March of 1942 and until his-trans- 
fer to the WPB he was in charge 
of the research, planning and quota 
section of the automobile ration- 
ing branch of OPA. Three years 
prior to his coming, he was as- 
sociate professor of transportation 
at Yale University. 


Shapiro Quits CATA 


For OPA Post 

WASHINGTON. —Sam_ Shapiro, 
manager of the Chicago Automo- 
tive Trade Assn., is taking a year’s 
leave of absence and will join the 
Automotive branch of OPA as chief 
of the Research section. 


_ Chris Sinsabaugh’s ‘“‘Sparks’’ column 
is read by the ‘‘wide-awake’”’ in 
industry. 


Rolfe Elected President— 


Tenn. Dealers’ Hopes 


Buoyed for 


Special to Automotive News 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—C. N. Rolfe 
jr., of Nashville, was elected presi- 
dent of the Tennessee Automobile 
Dealers Assn. at the third annual 
session here last week. Also elected 
were: 

Vice-presidents, Franklin Boyd, 


Shelbyville; W. A. Connaughton, 
Memphis; Roy McClure, Bristol, 
and H. F. McCool, Chattanooga. 


Frank Moffitt, of Franklin, was 
elected treasurer, and John Scott, 
of Chattanooga, was named secre- 
tary. 

General feeling among the dealers 
appeared more optimistic than at 
the start of the year, and opinion 
was that 1943 would not be any 
worse than 1942 and that some 
improvement could be hoped for. 

Dealers took encouragement 
from speakers, who indicated that 
no new state taxes were antici- 
pated, The used car market con- 
tinues fairly steady, and the parts 
and service business is active. 

Gov. Prentice Cooper praised the 
dealers for their patriotic coopera- 
tion in the war effort. He also ad- 
vised them that they might feel as- 
sured that no new state taxes 
would be levied by the forthcom- 
ing general assembly which starts 
its bi-annual session in January. 

Besides thepraise from Gov. 
Cooper, dealer efforts in raising 
two full batallions in Tennessee for 





Dealer Sues 
City on Tax 


MONTREAL.—Following refusal 
of the City of Montreal to pay 
$2,070 as federal sales tax on some 
29 motor vehicles, the Clermont 
Motors, Ltd., has sued the corpora- 
tion for the amount in the Superior 
Court. 

According to the company’s dec- 
laration, a contract was entered 
into with city authorities on Nov. 
26, 1940, for the purchase of 59 
motor vehicles for a total price of 
$63,845.88. After the sale took place, 
but before the vehicles were all 
delivered, the new federal sales tax 
went into force and it was found 
that 29 of the vehicles were sub- 
ject to the tax and to a 2 percent 
provincial tax, amounting in all to 
$2,070. 

Since the taxes went into effect 
after the contract was signed, but 
before delivery of the vehicles, the 
city is liable for the tax, the com- 
pany claims. 


The city is contesting the claim 
and points out that the full con- 
tract price was paid for the motor 
vehicles, and that the payments 
were received by the company 
without protest. 





AT ANNUAL BANQUET of Connecticut Automotive Trades Assn. 


Seated, 


N. C. Dezendorf, vice-president of General Motors Corp. and Harry M. Sloate, 


toastmaster. Standing are: H 
Carl R. 


president of the association. 


. G. Larson, chief of auto rationing of OPA; 
Lane, manager of CATA, and Robert Pringle of Gimeburs, incoming 
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the ordnance department were 
praised by Maj. Herman Goodin. 

Charles W. Bishop, executive 
secretary of the National Auto- 
mobile Dealers Association, spoke 
on phases of the mechanical prob- 
lems. Hubert Larson, head of OPA 
auto rationing discussed various 
features of the new car rationing 
program. 

There were several informal 
talks and round table discussions 
and a luncheon, Vice-president 
Emmett Newton, of Chatanooga, 
also gave a talk. Ralph Nichols, of 
Nashville, vice-president for Middle 
Tennessee and who is also treas- 
urer, made a report, Rolfe was 
chairman of arrangements. 


San Antonio’s 
Dealers Face 


9 

43 Hopefully 
Special to Automotive News 

SAN ANTONIO.—With comple- 
tion of the first year in this coun- 
try’s participation in the World 
War, and with reports coming out 
of Washington of more and more 
restrictions in the interest of the 
combat service, automotive dealers 
of this city face the New Year 
with confidence that is typically 
American. 


While many of the executives 
associated with the various dealer- 
ships in the city are now in the 
armed service, all of the dealers 
who were in business at the start 
of the year are still carrying on, 
and, considering conditions, have 
enjoyed a good business. 


Those in the service are: Gunther 
Orsinger, Orsinger Motor Co.; Wil- 
liam Winerich, Winerich Motor 
Sales Co.; George Mueller, George 
Mueller Motors, Inc.; W. W. Ford, 
Gene Meador, Inc.; Gene Meador, 
Gene Meador, Inc.; and C. C. Gunn, 
Smith Motor Sales. All of these 
men are commissioned officers, 

While sales of cars have neces- 
sarily been restricted, all dealers 
have good stocks of Pool “A” and 
Pool “B” cars, as well as good 
stocks of trucks, sufficient to carry 
them through 1943. 

Service work continues good, 
with the major problem being 
the shortage of skilled mechanics. 
In addition, all dealerships have 

retained the nucleus of their 
personnel so that when the pres- 
ent crisis is past, they will be 
ready to carry on with a good 
staff. 

All dealers have been active in 
aiding in the various programs 
promoting the sale of bonds and 
stamps, in the accumulation of 
scrap metal, the accumulation of 
old rubber and the conservation of 
that in use, and in the rationing of 
gas. In addition, the dealers were 
active in organizing a company of 
service men for the ordnance divi- 
sion, and another in the mainte- 
nance batallion of the 13th 
Armored Division. 

San Antonio Automobile Trade 
Assn., of which all principle deal- 
ers are members, is one of the 
oldest organizations of its kind in 
the country, having completed 
more than a quarter of a century 
of continuous service. Present 
officers of this body are: E. A. 
Kinsel, Kinsel-Robinson Motor Co. 
(Mercury and_ Lincoln - Zephyr), 
president; Joe Freeman, Milam 
Chevrolet Co., vice-president; and 
O. R. Mitchell, O. R. Mitchell Mo- 
tors (Dodge, DeSoto and Plym- 
outh), treasurer. Directors are: 

H. H. Bryant, San Antonio Buick 
Co.; Joe Feeman; T. J. Goad, Goad 
Motor Co. (Cadillac); James J. 
Jordan, Jordan-Ivers Motor Co. 
(Ford); E. A. Kinsel; O. R. Mit- 
chell; and Gunther Orsinger, Or- 
singer Motor Co. (Hudson). J. T. 
Simmons is executive secretary. 


V ogell to Navy 

COLUMBIA, S. C.—Charles G. Vogell. 
owner of the Hudson Carolina Motor 
Co., Teaves Dec. 22 to report at Quon- 
set Point, R. I., as a lieutenant com- 
mander in the naval reserve. He 
served in the first World War as a 
naval aviator and also previously in 
the 7th New York Infantry, Selena 
Guard, on the Mexican border in 1916. 
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Periscope Peep 


ito. . ourselves in a submarine seeking a Snug 
Harbor that we cannot find on existing maps, we, 
AUTOMOTIVE NEws, raise our periscope for a peep at the 
horizon. We look one way for what to expect in 1943, and 
the other way as to what’s happened in ’42. We know the 
story of the year just ending, but we’ll have to peep a bit 
as to what the immediate future has in store for this great 
automotive industry of ours, which already has been the 
major factor in the mighty fight for the Four Freedoms 
the United Nations are putting up. 

Facts and figures released as to this industry’s contri- 
bution to the cause in ’42 show that our production of war 
stuff in dollars and cents has amounted to a total of $4,665,- 
000,000, more than 10 percent above the value of the in- 
dustry’s output of civilian goods in ’41, its peacetime peak 
year. In December 690,000 factory workers were on the 
payrolls of 775 principal automotive plants, 50 percent 
above the conversion low point last February. This is our 
answer to those critics who have been sharpshooting at us 
for allegedly still thinking of “business as usual.” Now 
that we are in high gear, it may interest those critics to 
know that we have war orders on our books for more than 
$14,000,000,000 worth of war materiel. “Business as 
usual”—huh! 

x kk 


AS TO WHAT the future holds in store for the manufac- 
turing end of the industry is anyone’s guess, but, in our 
opinion, we expect our manufacturers to continue filling all 
the orders placed by the government and do it in a manner 
that will prove that without our mass-production ideas 
Uncle Sam would be in a bad way. So long as the old 
gentleman with the high hat and the chin whiskers needs 
our 100 percent support he’ll get it, but he cannot be 
expected to criticize if our manufacturers do some post-war 
thinking, so long as it does not interfere with war orders 
fulfillment. That being the case, it is safe to predict that 
once the peace pact is signed, automobile manufacturers 
can be expected to rub the grease off the jigs and dies and 
resume the manufacture of the 1942 models of motor cars, 
suspended for the duration, to meet the demands of a 
market that should call for some 10,000,000 cars and trucks. 
After that will come the real postwar models, but that’s 
going to take time. We’re not Sena practical. 

x * 

THE BACKBONE of this industry of ours is, of course, 
the dealer body, and it is with many “we told you so’s” 
that we point out that not more than 10 percent of those 
dealers have thrown up the sponge. Service business has 
enabled them not only to hang on, but to discover a new 
pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. Waiting for the turn 
of the tide, when that time comes—maybe it will be by the 
end of ’43—they will come into their own, not forgetting 
the profits they discovered in service, which may continue 
to influence their future activities. NADA has done a 
masterly job in keeping up the morale of its members and 
praise be President Dave Castles and his chief aide, Ray 
Chamberlain, for charting a course for the dealer body that 
eventually will land the retailers in that mythical Snug 
Harbor for which we are headed when once again peace 
prevails. If the present fair weather prevails, that haven 
cannot be very far below our horizon. 
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I HAVE always felt I was for- 
tunate in having Pennsylvania 
Dutch grandmothers on both sides 
of the family. Particularly have I 
been grateful this past year be- 

cause it was 

SOME their influence, 

NEW YEAR’S I am sure, that 

RESOLUTIONS kept us from 

“throwing up 

the sponge,” “calling it a day” or 

doing whatever else you do when 

you feel, “What’s the use anyway?” 
* * * 


Of course I do not think for one 
minute that we in this automotive 
publishing business were in any 
worse shape than nine-tenths of 
our readers. They say “misery loves 
company” and we certainly had 
plenty of that after Pearl Harbor. 
No other business I know of was 
hit as hard as the automobile 
dealer and our publication was 
naturally a part and parcel of the 
making and selling of automobiles. 
That less than 10 percent of the 
automobile dealers of America has 
closed shop, including those who 
have been called into the armed 
services, proves that a good many 
of them must also have had Penn- 
sylvania Dutch grandmothers. They 
have proven they have what it 
takes and they are today doing a 
job in keeping our vital motor 
vehicles rolling, which should earn 
each and every one of them a 
Congressional award of merit. 

* * * 


One thing I think we have 
learned from the past year is that 
nothing can happen which can lick 
you if you are willing to adjust 
yourself to the changed conditions 
and will apply the time-tested 
virtues of hard work and _ inge- 
nuity which are part and parcel 
of every man’s birthright. We 
learned too, this past year, that 
AUTOMOTIVE News had literally tens 
of thousands of stanch friends 
who only needed this period of 
adversity in which to demonstrate 
their loyalty to it. We learned that 
this publication had a _ responsi- 
bility to a great segment of Ameri- 
can business, which certainly we 
had never before adequately ap- 
preciated. 

s * * 

The war has already taught all 
of us to appreciate things which 
had become commonplace in our 
lives. It is a great pity that it 
takes a war in which boys are 
maimed and killed to bring humans 
to their senses, but all recorded 
history demonstrates the fact that 
when things are too easy for us, 
we become soft and flabby and lose 
the very real and simple virtues 
which, after all, make life worth 
the living. I am sure there is not 
one of us who is not conscious 
every waking moment that our 
boys are facing dangerous enemies 
and the hazards of air, sea and 
jungle, to protect our way of life. 
It is a sobering thought, and one 
can hardly mention the subject 
without sounding like preaching 
for which certainly I have no 


license. 
* * * 


So now we come to the begin- 
ning of a new year and we should 
be making some resolutions—even 
if only to be broken. One I shall 
try to keep is that I will let no 
disturbing reports of the day’s 
losses on the battlefields or at sea 
change my eternal faith in ulti- 
mate victory. I will resolve too, to 
have more tolerance for the men 
in authority, knowing that, after 
all, they are only human and quite 
as like to err as I. Maybe I should 
resolve to do less wishful think- 
ing, at least publicly in this col- 
umn, because I still am one of 
those foolish enough, perhaps, to 
believe that this war may be over 
and our boys returning within the 
year we are just beginning. That 
will indeed make it a Happy New 
Year!—G.M3S. 
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“all wars end— 
they always have!”’’ 


Slocum 








“All I said was: I’m an A-No. 1 mechanic 
and that I'd like to have a job!” 








In This Corner 


‘Relief for Dealers .... .’ 


The views ex 


in this column are those of our readers. 


ressed 
Anonymous contributions wiil not be accepted but confidence will 


be observed upon request. 


Court Cases 


We are informed that, in the 
past, you have published informa- 
tion on the subject of cases that 
have arisen in court whereby auto- 
mobile dealers, forced out of busi- 
ness because of the war, have been 
upheld in their repudiation of 
building leases. 

We are anxious to obtain definite 
information on this subject so that 
we may know if such precedents 
have been established and, if so, 
where and in what courts the rul- 
ings have been handed down. 


If you have such information, or, 
if you know where we may obtain 
it, we will greatly appreciate your 
letting us have the benefit of your 
knowledge.—J. E. Carver, secre- 





EARLY PUBLICATION 
Because of Christmas, this 


issue of Automotive News went 
to press Thursday noon, Dec. 24. 





tary-treasurer, Auto Sales & Serv- 
ice, Inc. (Chrysler-Plymouth), Ben- 
ton Harbor, Mich. 

Eprror’s Note: Reader Carver 
has been sent copies of AuToMo- 
TIVE News, containing informa- 
tion on cases in New York, New 
Jersey and Ohio. 


Finest 

I want to take this opportunity 
of stating that you publish the 
finest automotive publication in the 
industry, and I hope that at the 
end of this war I will again have 
the opportunity of being one of 
your subscribers.—Howard J. Luck- 
enbill, Captain, Trans. Corps, Mo- 
tor Equipment Officer. 


Hopes 

I have received the copy of 
Automotive News showing 1940-41 
registrations for all cars, and I 
sincerely thank you for sending it 
to me. It really gave more informa- 
tion than I had hoped to get from 
it. 

I am not a dealer, but I hope to 
be one some day and, if that does 
take place, I hope to be a regular 
subscriber.— Robt. W. Sanders, 
Raleigh, N. C. 


Anti-Axis 

Epitor’s Note: While the fol- 
lowing letter, mailed from Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, on last May 45, 
was not received by AUTOMOTIVE 
News until almost seven months 
later, it is published because of 
its South American slant: 

Thanks for the copies of your 
publication that we have received 
from you. They have been very 
much appreciated. Copies of 
Volante have been mailed to you 
occasionally. A copy of the April 
issue was sent you today. It is a 
special number partly devoted to 
a large bus operator in S. Paulo 


and now a big user of Ford Her- 
cules diesel bus chassis. 

Gas is being rationed now. A 10 
percent reduction was made a 
couple of months ago and we now 
have another 30 percent reduction. 
The priority program has also 
caused to upset business conditions 
in Brazil, but we are taking our 
medicine quite willingly in the 
hope that we will all soon be in a 
position to get a little fresh air. 

The Japanese surprise attack on 
Pearl Harbor caused a few Bra- 
zilians to stop and think. But let 
us be fair to the country: for a 
long time we have been neutral in 
the sense we used to be in the 
States back in 1914—we didn’t care 
who licked Germany. 

Foreign and native fifth-column- 
ists are getting theirs. The S. 
Paulo and R. G. Sul police dis- 
covered quite an elaborate spy 
system —with connections every- 
where including USA—to sink 
allied merchant vessels. But the 
Axis subjects are now seeing their 
salaries reduced 10 percent as 
collateral for the loss on those 
five Brazilian ships sunk by Ger- 
man U-boats off your Atlantic 
coast. 

With our best wishes for a 
smashing Allied Victory and a 
good k.o. blow at the Japs.—M. 
Palhinha, O Volante, Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. 


Home News 

Being a former Detroiter (and 
I will be again as soon as the war 
is over) and a former writer for 
Ford News, I was disappointed to 
hear that Ford News has ceased 
publication for the duration. 

We get Automotive News here 
regularly and I still enjoy it. It’s 
like the old hometown weekly to 
me.—Theus J. MacQueen, Sergeant, 
U. S. Marine Corps, Philadelphia. 


Splendid Job 

We feel that Automotive News is 
doing a splendid job and the deal- 
ers are most interested in your 
publication—possibly more so now 
than in normal times for all deal- 
ers are more anxious now to know 
what is going on and seem to wel- 
come good constructive ideas at 
this time.—George H. Pratt, gen- 
eral sales manager, Hudson. 





Coming Events 


JANUARY 


11-15—Detroit (Book-Cadillac Hotel). 
SAE War Production-Engineering 
meeting and display. 

16—Nashville (Andrew Jackson hotel), 
Tennessee Automobile Dealers 
Assn. meeting. 

18—Cincinnati (Netherland Plaza), 
noon Executive committee meet- 
ng. 

19-20—Cincinnati (Netherland Plaza), 
NADA directors meeting. 
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MONROE SHOCK ABSORBERS 


AID ACCURACY OF GUNNER’S AIM! 


(USED BY U.S. ARMY) 





@ Courageous Men in action must have the most effective 
arms and equipment... there’s none too good. 

Monroe Shock Absorbers are designed to help the “Gunner 
at his post”—it’s actual “Hits that Count’! 

Tough terrains are traversed with much less violent shocks, 
and more equilibrium is attained—this helps the gunner make 
more “Hits”. There is a size for every War Vehicle. 














% The coveted Army & Navy Award has been 
conferred upon this Company for EXCELLENCE in the 
production of materials and products for War. This 
signal honor unquestionably denotes “DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE” rendered by every member of our organization. 
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Typical of industrial co-operation 
that makes possible such wartime 
feats as the opening of the Alaska 
Highway. months ahead of schedule 
is the production story revealed 

; | Thursday by the Thornton Tan- 
-|dem Co., of Detroit. 

Thornton delivered the last of 500 
four-wheel-drive units applied to 
Ford trucks for use on the highway} 
seven days ahead of a schedule that 
looked impossible when it was made 

‘learlier in the year. The trucks 
are in operation now. , 

To accomplish this feat, believed 
to be a record for production of 
that type unit, some Thornton men 
worked as long as 21 hours in one 
day. 



















FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1942 


Last of Thornton Tandem’s ‘Arctic Specials’ 
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WORKMEN WAVE FAREWELL TO 500TH HEAVY-DUTY UNIT 
Some worked 21 hours a day to get the job out ahead of schedule 


| Record Truck Output 
Speeds Alaska Highway 





These Suppliers 
Helped Uncle Sam 
Solve A Critical 
Transportation 


Problem By Co-op- 
erating Fully To 
Help Us Meet Our 
Delivery Dates: 





THE FIRMS THAT HELPED 


¢ 
Ajax Bolt & Screw Co., Detroit. 
Albion Malleable Iron Co., Albion, Mich. 
American Chain & Cable Co., Bridgeport, 
American Felt Co., Glenville, Conn. 
Conn. 
Anderson Co., James D., Detroit. 
Associated Tool Co., Ferndale, Mich. 
Atlas Engineering Co., Detroit. 
Auto Electric & Service Co., Detroit 
Automobile Equipment Co., Detroit. 
; Barnes, Gibson & Raymond, Inc., Detroit. 
Batavia Metal Prod. Corp., Batavia, N. Y. 
Battenfield Oil Co., Detroit. 
Bearing Co. of American, Lancaster, Pa. 
Bissett Steel Co., Cleveland, O. 
Bohn Lumber Products Co., Detroit. 
Bowen Products Corp., Ecorse, Mich. 
Bower Roller Bearing Co., Detroit. 
Boyer Campbell Hardware Co., Detroit. 
Buckeye Forging Co., Cleveland. 
Budd Wheel Co., Detroit. 
Buhl Sons Hardware Co., Detroit. 
Bundy Tubing Co., Detroit. 


Cadillac Malleable Iron Co., 
Cadillac, Mich. 
Central Steel 
Chicago. 
Chicago Pneumatic Tool Co., 
Detroit. 

Chicago Rawhide Mfg. Co., Chi- 
cago. 
Commercial Steel 
Corp., Detroit. 


& Wire Co. 


Treating 














Commonwealth Heat Treating 
Co., Detroit. 

Copco Steel & Eng. Co., Detroit. 

Crowe Name Plate & Mfg. Co., 
Chicago. 

Dearborn Stamping Co., Dear- 
born, Mich. 

Detroit Bevel Gear Co., Detroit. 

Detroit Bolt & Nut Co., Detroit. 
troit. 

Detroit Lumber Co., Detroit. 

Detroit Name Plate Co., Detroit. 

Detroit Rivet Co., Detroit. 

Detroit Seamless Steel Tubes 
Co., Detroit. 

Dirkes Industries, Inc., Detroit. 

Dirkson Screw Products Co., 
Detroit. 

Detroit Steel Casting Co., De- 
troit. 


YES 











| ---Real Team Work jor Yucle Sam! 


As the Free Press said—It Was a 
Record made possible only by real 
teamwork. 


When THORNTON beat 


the stiff delivery schedule to do its bit on the all- 
important Alcan highway it helped make history— 
But this was only possible because parts and 
materials were delivered on schedule by our sup- 
pliers who in many instances disrupted their shops 


to deliver on time. 


Practically every American keenly realizes the strategic 
value of this highway over which supplies pass to 


Alaska and thence to the Aleutians. 


Winter suspends 


all possibilities for road construction so this was an 
all-important race between the U. S. Army and the 
Winter . . . and the U. S. Army won! 
To the following suppliers who so vitally assisted, 
our thanks for “a good job well done!” 





Detroit Steel Products Co., De- 
troit. 
Detroit Tool & Mfg. Co., Detroit. 


Duncan Steel Co., Detroit. 

Eaton Detroit Spring Service 
Co., Detroit. 

Eaton Mfg. Co., Cleveland, De- 
troit, Massilon. 

Endicott Forging & Mfg. Co., 
Endicott, N. Y. 

Epworth Mfg. Co., Detroit. 

Firestone Tire & Rubber Co., 
Akron, O. 

Ford Motor Co., Detroit. 

Frost Gear & Forge, Jackson, 
Mich. 

G & G Sales Co., Detroit. 

Gage Products Co., Ferndale, 
Mich. 

Gale Mfg. Co., Albion, Mich. 

B. F. Goodrich Co., The, Akron. 

Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., 
Akron, O. 

V. L. Graf Co., Detroit. 

Groov-Pin Corp. Union City, 
N. J. 


Hanley Motor Sales Co., Toledo. 

Hoover Ball & Bearing Co., 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Horst Mfg. Co., Detroit. 

Hubbard Spring Co., Pontiac. 

J. L. Hunt, Detroit. 

Industrial Plating Co., Detroit. 

Johns Manville Corp. New 
York. 

Kasle Steel Corp., Detroit. 

Kendrick Mfg. Co., Detroit. 

Knight Screw Products Co., 
Detroit. 

Knorr-Maynard Co., Detroit. 

Krueger Machine Co., St. Clair 
Shores, Mich. 

Lincoln Brass Wks., Detroit. 

Lincoln Engineering Co., St. 
Louis. 

Machine Tool & Die Co., Detroit. 

Madison Electric Co., Detroit. 

Maremont Automotive Prod., 
Inc., Chicago. 


a 9 s a . 
America’s Life Line to the North is Open! 
Operating months ahead of even the stiff schedule set up 
by Army engineers! 

A tough assignment in rough country called for husky, 
durable, efficient equipment—and right on the job is a big 
fleet of trucks with 


THORNTON 


FOUR-REAR-WHEEL 


DRIVE 


By means of THORNTON installations these trucks have been 
converted from 1% to 2-ton vehicles into heavy-duty, four-rear-wheel 
drive trucks handling 6-yard dump bodies. 

Standard heavy duty trucks are not available today—but here is 
the answer to that problem. You can convert new or used 1% to 


3-ton trucks to husky, reliable heavy-dut 
They actually do the 


the capacity. 





units of more than twice 
ob better and cost less. 


Marlin Rockwell Corp., James- 
town, N. Y. 

Mathew Co., Detroit. 

Maumee Malleable Casting Co., 
Toledo, O. 

Mechanics Universal Joint Div., 
Rockford, DL 

Midland Steel 
Cleveland. 

Miller Seldon Elect. Co., Detroit. 

Nash-Kelvinator Corp., Detroit. 

National Vulcanized Fibre Co., 
Wilmington, Del. 

Ontario Steel Products Co., 
Chatham, Ont. 

Peerless Pattern Wks., Detroit. 

Penola, Inc., Pittsburgh. 

Precision Parts Co., Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 

Precision Spring Corp., Detroit. 

Pontiac Varnish Co., Pontiac, 
Mich. 

Republic Steel Corp., Cleveland. 

Rim & Wheel Service Co., De- 
troit. 

Rivard Bros., Baseline, Mich. 

Ryerson & Son, Inc., Detroit. 

Murray W. Sales Co., Detroit. 

Service Heat Treating Co., De- 
troit. 

Service Steel Corp., Detroit. 

SKF Industries, Inc., Philadel- 
phia. 


Products Co., 


Smith Welding Supply & Equip- 
ment Co., Detroit. 
Snap-On Tools Corp., Kenosha. 


Socony Vacuum Oil Ref. Co., 
New York. 


Spicer Mfg. Co., Toledo, O. 
Standard Forge Co., Detroit. 


Steel Plate & Shape Corp., De- 
troit. 


Stewart-Warner Corp., Chicago, 

Chas. A. Strelinger Co., Detroit. 

Superior Brass Wks., Detroit. 

Superior Steel Treating Co., De- 
troit. 


Timken-Detroit Axle 
troit. 


Timken Roller Bearing Co., Can- 
ton, O. 

Trio Tool Co., Detroit, 

Truckstell, Inc., Cleveland. 

Tuthill Spring Co., Chicago, De- 
troit. 


Co., De- 


U. S. Rubber Co., New York. 

Wagner Electric Corp., St. Louis. 

Edgar T. Ward Sons Co., Pitts- 
burgh. 

Weatherhead Co., Cleveland. 


Wayne Gasket Co., Detroit. 


Welding Gas & Equipment Co., 
Detroit. 


Western Automatic Machine Co., 
Elmira, O. 
Western Mfg. Co., Detroit. 


Whitehead Stamping Co., De- 
troit. 


THORNTON TANOCEM €e. 


8739-8779 GRINNELL AVE. 









Manufacturers 








also of the 


THORNTON 


DETROIT, MICH. 


automatic-locking DIFFERENTIAL 
“When you need TRACTION you need THORNTON” 
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Ml Overhauling Is Due 
n On Gas Ration Setup 


(Continued from Page 1) 


bulk tanks, and tighter control 
if abuses are disclosed. 


A request to military authori- 
ties to exercise greater care in 
= of passenger cars they oper- 
ate. 

Special instructions to gasoline 
dealers to exercise utmost cau- 
tion in sales, for which they will 
be held strictly accountable. 


A request to Ickes to instruct 
the petroleum industry to report 
any indications of black market 
transactions. 


Later in the week, Ickes put into 
effect a far-reaching gasoline and 
oil rationing program of his own 


Kunkle Given 
New GM Post; 
Others Named 


DETROIT.—The following ap- 
pointments were announced last 
week by C. E. Wilson, president 
of General Motors: 


B. D. Kunkle, vice-president in 
charge of the manufacturing staff, 
assumes the ad- 
ditional duties of 
group executive 
over the Cadillac, 
Oldsmobile, Pon- 
tiac, Canadian 
and Overseas di- 
visions. 

W. S. Roberts, 
who has been 
vice-president and 
general manager 
of General Mo- 
tors of Canada, 
Ltd., becomes as- 
sistant to Kunkle. 

William A. Wecker, who has 
been president and general man- 
ager of McKinnon Industries, GM 
subsidiary at St. Catharines, Ont., 
succeeds Roberts as vice-president 
and general manager of General 
Motors of Canada. 


Thomas Cook, who has been fac- 
tory manager of McKinnon Indus- 
tries, succeeds Wecker as president 
and general manager. 

Lewis L. Lukes has been elected 
president of General Exchange In- 
surance Corp. and Motors Insur- 
ance Corp., succeeding Livingston 
L. Short, who has resigned and is 
now on duty overseas as a member 
of a State department mission 
representing the Lend-Lease Ad- 
ministration. Lukes, in his former 
capacity as vice-president, was in 
charge of the underwriting and 
investment departments of the two 
corporations. 


Name Is Changed 


LITTLE ROCK.—(UTPS) — Associ- 
ated Motor Carriers of Arkansas, com- 
posed of private and commercial 
carriers, has voted to change its name 
to Arkansas Bus & Truck Assn. The 
change was made so that the public 





would understand what groups were 
included in the organization, John 
Allen, secretary-manager, said. 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s ‘‘Sparks’’ column 
2. te by the ‘‘wide-awake”’ in 
ndustry. 


to backstop OPA’s coupon ration- 
ing program. 


As a result, some OPA ration- 
ing coupons may become worth- 
less Once the total demand for 
gasoline or oil in any of the six 
East Coast zones has absorbed the 
supply that Ickes says can be made 
available in each zone. 


Ickes’ action is expected also 
to have the effect of discourag- 
ing filling stations from partici- 
pating in transactions whereby 
some sell gasoline at premium 
prices to persons without cou- 
pons and then replenish their 
supplies with bootleg coupons 
they obtain from “black market” 
dealers. 

Principal difference in the Ickes’ 
and OPA programs is that Ickes’ 
controls are applied at the first 
source of supply—the major com- 
panies who are the nation’s pri- 
mary suppliers—while OPA’s cou- 
pon rationing goes to the ultimate 
consumer. , 

Ickes, without mentioning the 
word “rationing,” set quotas for 
each of the suppliers in each zone 
so they can not pass along to their 
wholesale and retail outlets more 
oil products than can be brought 
into each zone with “presently 
available transportation facilities.” 

Byrnes, is now appears, will take 
over direction of gas and fuel ra- 
tioning in the scarce areas, and 
new directives for handling of ra- 
tioning are expected shortly. 

One issue he will have to settle 
is the conflict between OPA and 
Ickes over the indefinite suspension 
of A cards. OPA contends that 40 
percent of the nation’s war 
workers need their A card, coupled 
with their B and C books, to go to 
and from work. 


OPA also charges that the great- 
est loss of gasoline through viola- 
tions is largely through the T com- 
mercial books, holders of which are 
under ODT jurisdiction. 

Congress is also up in the air 
about the gas crisis, and Senator 
Maloney of Connecticut is ready to 
launch a congressional probe of 
the situation. 


British Set $400 Fine 


For Abuse of Tires 
LONDON. — Penalties up to 
$400 in fines and three months 
in jail have been decreed by 
the Ministry of War Transport 
for British motorists using tires 
so worn down that the fabric is 
exposed, the Chicago Tribune 
Service reports. The new regu- 
lation, which will be operative 
from Next Jan. 1, is intended 
as a rubber economy measure. 
The ministry announcement 
Pointed out that tires turned 
over for retreading before the 
fabric is exposed can be made 
as good as new, using only 50 
percent of the rubber normally 
required to make a new tire. 








PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT honors 10 “Soldiers of Production” for sugges- 


tions in the 
Roosevelt at the White House. 


Car Co., Detroit; Walter 


. J.; Daniel Walter Mallett, rE 
Merrill, Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., 


Co., Indianapolis; WPB Chairman Donald M. Wotsen and 


WPR’s War Production Drive. 
J Nati 1 Tube C McK orn 

a sport, 
~y he -- ha falter P. Hill,” Wolverine Tube division, Detroit; Edwin 
Curtiss Tracy, BCA Mfg. Co., Camden, N. d.; nton R. 
El S .. Pittsburgh; Stanley Crawford, RCA Mfg. 
wegne oll wort lett Bo Warner Corp., Rockford, Tll.; James A. 


All winners were decorated b 
(left to right) are: Herbert BRudolp 
‘a.; George Smolarek, Packard Motor 


Hanna, Westinghouse 
Co., Camden, 


Akron; Joseph H. Kautsky, Link-Belt 
son E. Butler, 


Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co., Rochester, N. 





U. S. 
Left to right, F. S. Carpenter, generat manager, 
manager, Field Engineering an 


manager, Detroit plant. 


Del. Dealers 
To Fight for 
Motorist Public 


WILMINGTON, Del.—Protection 
of interests of the motoring public 
will be the aim of a 1943 program 
of the Delaware Motor Trades 
Assn. 

As one step in this direction, the 
dealer group will ask the street and 
sewer department and the state 
highway department to aid in con- 
serving rubber by clearing gutters 
and highways of snow to prevent 
ice cuttin gtires. 

The association also will en- 
deavor to protect the legislative 
interests of the automobile owner 
so that the program of conserving 
tires and automobiles will be most 
effectively prosecuted. 

The program also calls for co- 
operation with other state groups 
and with the National Automobile 
Dealers Assn. to obtain for Dela- 
ware motorists the widest degree 
of service in keeping their vehi- 
cles running. 


oe * 
Mickle in Charge 
e e e oe 
Of Simplification 

DETROIT .—Lieut. Col. Frank A. 
Mickle, granted a leave of absence 
by the University of Michigan 
where he is an associate professor 
of mechanical engineering, has 
been appointed chief of the sim- 
plification section in the Develop- 
ment branch of the Ordnance de- 
partment Tank-Automotive Center, 
according to Brig. Gen. John K. 
Christmas, assistant chief of the 
Center. 

Standardization of design and 
simplification of production, main- 
tenance and supply of spare parts 
is being sought by the Ordnance 
department through a_ reduction 
of the number of basic types and 
sizes of vehicles, the number of 
variations between vehicles of the 
same basic size and type and the 
diversity of components and ac- 
cessories used on the different 
types and sizes of vehicles. 

The Tank-Automotive Center 
builds tanks, trucks, half-tracks, 
scout cars, jeeps, motorcycles, self- 
propelled mounts (guns with mo- 
torized carriages), bicycles and all 
Army land vehicles. 













GM Club Officers 


DETROIT.—General Motors Club of 
Detroit_has elected the following offi- 
cers: Harry A. Bonelli, general man- 
ager of the Buick Detroit branch, 
president; James Berry, Detroit zone 
manager for Oldsmobile, vice-presi- 
dent; Ward Randall, regional manager 
of General Exchange Insurance, secre- 
tary-treasurer; Charles R. Richards, 
manager of General Motors Acceptance, 
chairman (re-elected). 


It takes a strong fish to swim against 
the current, and a good dealer to 
stay in business now! 


TIRE officials attend banquet for company’s field men in_ Detroit. 


CLEVELAND.—Raymond S. Living- 
stone has been elected vice-president 
in charge of personnel of 
Products, 





Virginia Warns 
Drivers: State 
Is ‘Speed Trap’ 


RICHMOND, Va.—(UTPS)—Gov. 
Colgate W. Barden jr., warns that 
he intends to make Virginia a 
“speed trap,” and he wants every 
motorist in the United States to 
know it. 

Starting Jan. 1, he said, speed 
detectors will be used on the state 
highways by State police to catch 
motorists. Prior to that date, the 
governor said, signs will be placed 
at every entrance to Virginia noti- 
fying motorists that mechanical 
devices to check speeds are in 
operation and all violators of the 
35-mile-an-hour speed limit caught 
will be arraigned in court. 

The speed detector was developed 
after police were unable to pur- 
chase “electric eyes’ because of 
wartime restrictions. The gadget 
costs about 75 cents to make, and 
operates with mirrors. All the 
materials involved consists of a 
few pieces of wood and a mirror. 

The operation is simple. One 
detector is placed at each end of a 
carefully measured stretch of high- 
way. Troopers armed with stop 
watches (and plenty of summonses) 
anville,| will notice the flash of a passing 






ire division, W. C. M 


Service dept., and G. Roger McNear, factory! vehicle as it crosses the line of 


one device and will record the exact 
time in seconds it takes the vehicle 
to pass the second detector. Then, 
from prepared charts, they will 
determine the vehicle’s rate of 
speed. 


Now a V.-P. 


hompson 


-Laboratory Tests 
prove that . . 





a ry 
E ANTI-RUST 
PERMANENT TYPE 


ANTI-FREEZE « 


SAFE! 
NON-CORROSIVE! 
ODOR-LESS! 


One shot lasts the year! Made of non-critical 
materials. Get your supply of safe, labora- 
tory tested Top Line anti-freeze while we 
still have a supply. Send your order in now! 


BOND ANTI-FREEZE FACTORY 


TOP@LINE DIVISION 
CHEMICALS SOUTH: 


GAMBILL BUILDING NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 
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Dealers Seek U.S. Aid 


On. Mechanics 


Special to Automotive News 
MILWAUKEE.—Faced with a 
growing shortage of skilled me- 
chanics, Wisconsin Automotive 
Trades Assn., Inc., met at the 
Schroeder hotel here last week to 
listen to representatives of govern- 
ment agencies ‘in the matter. 
Lester Brown, area director for 
the War Manpower Commission, 
told the dealers that his agency is 
interested in moving workers 
whose skills are not now being 
utilized. He said the WMC hopes 
that dealers will not try to retain 
skilled mechanics for the purpose 


Atlanta Dealers 
Elect Wade 


ATLANTA.—R. L. Wade, head of 
Wade Motor Co., has been elected 
president of the Atlanta Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn., succeeding Al- 
fred Thompson. 


Other officers are as _ follows: 
First vice-president, Hix H. Green, 
president of Southern Buick, Inc.; 
second vice-president, R. J. Alex- 
ander, president of Alexander- 
Seewald Co.; honorary secretary 
and treasurer, A. M. Costley, presi- 
dent of East Point Chevrolet 
Dealer, Inc. 

Named directors were H. W. 
Robinson, vice-president of Harry 
Sommers, Inc.; A. S. Farris, presi- 
dent of Victory Motors, Inc.; J. A. 
Doyle, manager of Southern Bear- 
ings & Parts Co, and Fred A. 
Ware, manager of the Atlanta 
branch of General Motors Accept- 
ance Corp. 





of greasing cars, He asserted that 
the WMC expects employers to use 
women or unskilled workers as 
much as possible. 

Benjamin H. Thompson, manager 
of the Milwaukee office of the fed- 
eral employment service, said his 
agency was required to send post- 
cards to and interview men whose 
draft questionnaires show they 
have special] skills 

Upon the statement by Thomp- 
son that it might be necessary to 
put mechanics to work making 
guns, dealers protested that it is 
also necessary to keep automo- 
biles in running order so that the 
men who make guns can get to 
work. 

Charles T. McElroy, state gaso- 
line rationing officer, told the 
dealers that they were entitled to 
five gallons of gasoline a month for 
each used car in stock and three 
gallons for each new car, He sug- 
gested, however, that it might be 
considered unreasonable for a 
dealer with 200 used cars in stock 
to expect 1,000 gallons a month. 

McElroy asked the dealers to 
have patience with their local ra- 
tioning boards, explaining that the 
board members have been too busy 
to read all their mail, but that 
shortly there should be some uni- 
formity in their rulings. 

Louis Milan, executive vice-presi- 
dent of the association, complained 
that while dealers were being lim- 
ited to B gasoline rationing books 
in Wisconsin, dealers in some other 
states were getting C books. McEIl- 
roy suggested that the situation 
would be taken care of in the other 






USED CARS—SERVICE 






Meeting Manpower Shortage . . . 





Service in Ireland 


Grows Difficult 

WASHINGTON. —The motor 
industry of Eire (Ireland) has 
been hard hit by the shortage of 
gasoline, tires and replacement 
parts, according to the U. S. 
department of commerce. 

Servicing of commercial vehi- 
cles, tractors and other essen- 
tial vehicles is becoming more 
difficult and the tire situation 
is acute. 

Motor vehicle assemblies de- 
creased from 5,806 units in 1940 
to 1,295 in 1941 and one large 
assembly plant has suspended 
operations. 


MEWA Plans 


Feb. Conclave 


CHICAGO.— Motor and Equip- 
ment Wholesalers Assn. is now 
making plans for its annual con- 
vention and conference in early 
1943, probably during the latter 
part of February or the early part 
of March. 

The association has called upon 
members for an expression as to 
whether they wish their association 
to hold a conference and conven- 
tion in early 1943 substantially of 
the type that the MEWA staged 
at the Stevens hotel here in Feb- 
ruary, 1942. Responses to the in- 
quiry are being received in large 
number, with a great majority ex- 
pressing desire that a convention 
be held. : 



































HOW PACKARD DETROIT is meeting the manpower shortage in service 
operations, was viewed by Hubert Larson, OPA’s auto rationing head while in 
Detroit recently. Here one of the service girls, obtained through newspaper 
advertising, is removing spark plugs from a 12-cylinder engine. Looking on, 
left to right, are Leo J. Stipe, Packard factory service representative; 
Larson, and L. W. Slack, Packard sales manager. 


On Air Shipments 


NEW YORK. — ‘‘Commissioned to 
Keep ’Em Moving,” a new folder 
issued by Railway Express Agency’s 
Air Express division, contains detailed 
information regarding the 3-mile-a- 
minute service Air Express which pro- 


vides for shippers in many lines of 


states. business. 
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HELP ASSURE VICTORY 
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severe the bearing: 
# service the easier it is 
H to prove superiority of | 
* Timken Bearings on the {j 
\ attlefront or on the 


PROPELLER SHAFT . 
whip 













These Timken Bearing center position 
propeller shaft applications have been 
used for a number of years in thousands 
of trucks built by leading manufacturers. 
They have definitely licked propeller 
shaft whip and furthermore, the endur- 
ance records of Timken Bearings in both 
designs have been outstanding. 









In making new designs of propeller shaft 
units or re-designing existing ones the 
significance of the Timken Bearing's 
demonstrated performance in the center 
position should not be overlooked. 


THE TIMKEN ROLLER BEARING 
COMPANY, CANTON, OHIO 


TIMKEN 


TRADE-MARK REG. U. &. PAT. OFF. 


TAPERED ROLLER BEARINGS 





HERE ARE OTHER Packard Detroit branch service department women 


Ss getting instruction 
cooling system, etc. 


in the fundamentals of motor 


lubrication, 


Packard Finds Women 
Adept in Service Jobs 


DETROIT.— With the shortage 
of skilled mechanics and other 
manpower so acute, the Packard 
Factory Service department is urg- 
ing dealers to train women for 
work in service departments to 
conserve skilled manpower as much 
as possible. 

To prove that women can be 
found who, with training and 
supervision, can be made into me- 
chanics’ helpers, lubrication work- 
ers, car shifters, workers in parts 
departments and other activities, a 
number of women were obtained 
by a single weekend ad and put 
into training in the Packard De- 
troit Branch Service department. 

They were carefully selected 
with respect to age, 20-35; weight, 
or rather strength and health, 
and, equally, for their apparent 
willingness and adaptability to 
this type of work. 

Already, with three weeks’ ex- 
perience, these women have proved 
their usefulness. For example: 
While a skilled brake man is 
working on another job, his woman 
helper takes the next brake reline 
order, removes the wheels, brake 
shoes, cleans out all the mechan- 
ism, replaces the lining and in- 
stalls the shoes. 

Then the skilled mechanic makes 

the final adjustments, after which 
his helper replaces the wheels, etc. 
Thus the only time required of the 
skilled man is in the actual work 
of final adjustment. 
7 Then take a carbon and valve 
job: The mechanic’s helper re- 
moves and replaces cylinder head 
and valves, drains water from the 
radiator and later refills, cleans the 
carbon, cleans valve stems, in fact 
does everything but actually re- 
face the valves and seats and make 
final adjustments. The time of the 
experienced and skilled mechanic— 
and it takes years to make a really 
capable mechanic—is thus made 
vastly more productive. 


Similarly a woman was quickly 
trained on lubrication work and 
oil changing, flushing and refilling 


 ~ filling shock absorbers 
etc. 


A large number of mechani 
jobs can, with some training o 
supervision, be done in their en- 


tirety by women. It seems obvi- 
ous, therefore, that the time of 
the comparatively few skilled 
men remaining in most dealers’ 
service departments can be made 
vastly more productive. 

An increasing number of dealers 
are using women successfully in 
parts department work, replacing 
men who have been drafted or who 
have been upgraded to mechani- 
cal work. 

For moving cars about, a good 
woman driver is very apt to be 
more careful than the too often 
careless young fellow who seems 
to think he’s a cowboy. 

The demands for manpower to 
prosecute this war are tremendous 
and it is the opinion of the Pack- 
ard ‘Service manager that any deal- 
er is missing a bet who doesn’t 
undertake immediately the train- 
ing Of women in the many ac- 
tivities in the service department 
to which they are readily adapt- 
able. 

Any work which does not re- 
quire a high degree of skill and 
experience can and should be 
done by a less skilled person. 
Conservation of manpower is 
jon a@ necessity and a patriotic 

uty. 


NSPA Concludes 


"42 Conferences 


DETROIT. — National Standard 
Parts Assn.’s extensive fall series 
of regional business conferences, 
concluded this month, brings the 
year’s total of NSPA meetings to 
more than 50 to establish a new 
high for a 12-month period. 

Only 54 days were required for 
the final group of 34 meetings, 
which covered war regulations and 
business management. 

Attendance records for the year- 
end series show a total of approxi- 
mately 2,000 participated. Sixty- 
two percent_were_ wholesalers. 


Joins Chek-Chart 


CHICAGO.—E. L. Barringer, who 
has been connected with the petroleum 
industry for the past 17 years as a 
writer on the staff of a trade publica- 
tion and with the pulblic relations 
joined ‘the editorial Staff or ee” Choke 

e e editor staff of th hek- 
Chart Corp. ™ sina 
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Net Indebtedness 
Shows Increase 


Of 11 Percent 


WASHINGTON. — Net indebted- 
ness of individuals, business firms 
and government in the United 
States totaled more than 185 bil- 
lion dollars at the close of 1941, 
the U. S. department of commerce 
announced last week. 


Aggregate net indebtedness in- 
creased 11 percent during 1941 from 
the figure of 167 billion dollars 
outstanding at the end of 1940, the 
department stated. During 1942 
the increase has probably been 
considerably more rapid, owing to 
the sharp increases in federal gov- 
ernment indebtedness under the 
pressure of war finance, 


Of the total of 185 billion dollars 
of net indebtedness outstanding on 
Dec. 31, 1941, more than 120 billion 
represented private debt while the 
remainder constituted obligations 
of federal, state and local govern- 
ment. Nearly 79 billion dollars of 
the private indebtedness was long- 
term while the balance had been 
issued with less than a year to 
date of maturity. 


Changes in the domestic debt 
structure during 1941 formed a 
markedly different pattern from 
that in the previous year, the de- 
partment pointed out. Whereas in 
1940 private debt had, for the first 
time since 1929, increased more 
than public debt, in 1941, with the 
increased tempo of government ex- 
penditure, this situation was re- 
versed. 

Federal government indebtedness 
increased nearly 35 percent during 
1941 to lead all debt categories in 
relative expansion. Outstanding 
obligations of individuals and unin- 
corporated business establishments 
rose more than 20 percent while 
the short-term debts of corpora- 
tions increased more than 10 per- 
cent during the year 1941. 


Bathrick Heads 
Capital Office 


DETROIT.—Effective Jan. 1, D. 
U. Bathrick, who until June 8 when 
he was called to Washington, was 
general sales 
manager of the 
Pontiac Motor di- 
vision, will as- 
sume charge of 
the Washington 
office of the Gen- 
eral Motors Corp. 

He succeeds R. 
H. Grant, vice- 
president of Gen- 
eral Motors, who 
is returning to 
Detroit to resume 
his former duties 
there and who will continue to 
supervise the activities of the 
Washington office. 


De Soto Workers Give 


1,000 Pints of Blood 

DETROIT. — During the four 
days the Red Cross Blood Bank 
operated at the De Soto hospital, 
nearly 1,200 men and women from 
De Soto’s Wyoming Ave. plant 
made blood donations. The total 
exceeded one thousand pints. 

C. E. Bleicher, general manager 
of De Soto, said: “The donations 
were entirely voluntary. The fine 
response was due entirely to the 
desire of these men and women to 
further serve the boys at the front.” 


D. U. Bathrick 





It costs you about a penny-a-day to 
keep abreast of the automotive news— 
better renew NOW! 


Five More Auto Plants 


To Get Army-Navy E 
DETROIT.—Five additional 
automotive plants were desig- 
nated last week to receive the 
Army-Navy production award 
for outstanding war work. 
Named by Robert P. Patter- 
son, Undersecretary of War, and 


James V. Forestall, Undersec- 
retary of the Navy, are: Cadillac 


Motor Car division, Detroit; 
Fisher Body division, Plant No. 
1, Flint; Fisher Tank Arsenal, 
Grand Blanc, Mich.; General 
Motors Proving Ground, Mil- 
ford; Hudson Motor Car Co., 
Airplane division, main plant, 
Detroit. 
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aud HERE’S WHY: 


"THINK OF IT! Twenty-seven million 
cars and trucks are now on the road and 
must be kept in operation. That means a big 
market for replacement buying and servicing. 
Just look at these opportunities for sales 
and profits: 
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A COMPLETE LINE. 
_of New Tires and 
- Recaps for — 
Passenger Cars, 
Trucks, Busses 
and Tractors 


TIRES — Many cars and trucks need new 
tires now. And Firestone Dealers are in the 
best position to cash in — with Firestone’s 
nation-wide system of factory-controlled 
retreading shops and tires for every need, 
including the new Firestone War Tire. 


BATTERIES — With mileage rationing, 
many batteries cannot be kept charged. As a 
result, battery service, recharges, rentals and 
the sale of new batteries will hit a new high. 


SPARK PLUGS — To increase gasoline 
mileage, spark plug performance is being 
carefully checked. With Firestone Polonium 
Spark Plugs, sold under a money-back 
guarantee, you can get this business. 


BRAKE LINING — With the majority 
of the trucks on the road in ’round-the-clock 
emergency hauling brake linings need 
frequent replacements. More passenger cars, 
too, will need relining. Firestone has the 
merchandise to meet this demand. 


AUTO SUPPLIES — Firestone offers 
hundreds of fast-selling, quick turning items 
— just the things for plus sales and profits 
the year ’round. 


oo 
‘ Firestone] 
rw 


Cash in on this big demand. Join 
Firestone, the manufacturer that can deliver 
the merchandise, and provide the selling 
plans you need to get the business. Send a 
card or letter now to Firestone, Akron, Ohio. 


Listen to the Voice of Firestone with Richard Crooks, Margaret 
Speaks and Alfred Wallenstein, Monday evenings, over N. B. C. 


PUT YOUR BUSINESS ON A 
PROFITABLE WARTIME BASIS 
BY JOINING WITH 


Firestone 
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Second Half Different Story 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DECEMBER 28, 1942 


Hectic *42, as Told by Automotive News Headlines 


From First 6 Months 


ras cee of war fell heavily on. . 


the automotive industry during 
1942, creating problems and re- 
sultant headlines unequalled in the 
long history of the industry. 
Headlines in the first six months 
of the year, as re-noted in the 
following review of AUTOMOTIVE 
News pages during 1942, tell a 
vastly different story than that of 
the last six months just ended. 
The first half was a period of 
hysteria for the entire nation, the 
auto industry not excepted, while 
the second half of the year saw 
the industry once more asserting 
itself as the standard-bearer of the 
nation’s production and economy. 


Here are AvuTomotTivE News’ head-| ;}- 


lines by months for the year just 
ending: 


New Cars Frozen; 


Rationing Due 

JANUARY —Car sales halted; 
rationing due .. . 200,000 cars in 
January seen ending output... 
January tire quota is 357,000... 
Motor industry forms Automotive 
Council for War Production to ex- 
pedite output of weapons .. 
Rationing stiffens competition for 
service . War expenditures to 
take 50 percent of annual income. 
. . . Chrysler receives $80,000,000 
war contract for trucks, new Army 
vehicle . . . Easing of tire rationing 
promised. if situation clears . 
Year’s car, truck production hits 
5,081,967 units, second highest in 
history ae Dealer’s fight getting 
results . .. Price formula is set 
as car sales ban is extended to 
Feb. 2... Society of Automotive 
Engineers 2. all-out aid to 
ACWP ... U.S. acts to speed pro- 
duction of synthetic rubber . . 
Donald Nelson given full control 
over war production . Car in- 
dustry’s critics rapped by GM’s 
Wilson .. . President Roosevelt 
sets up new labor board... . 


NADA asks aid for dealers on 
prices, rents, stocks . . . Automo- 
bile production to end Feb. 1... 
Sufficient repair parts are assured. 
. . « RFC ready to assist in car 
marketing Ernest Kanzler 
placed in charge of automotive in- 
dustry’s war output ... Harry 
Sommers heads NADA for 1942... 
Dealers adverse to accepting cars 
for U. S. stockpile . .. General 
Knudsen named czar of Army pro- 
duction ... Military demands peril 
output of trucks for civilians .. . 
Truck tire rationing order is eased. 

. Truck makers meeting huge 
war task. 


Car Production 


Is Halted 


FEBRUARY — Automobile pro- 
duction officially ends ... Maxi- 
mum car prices set by OPA... 


Dealers to get 1 percent a month|.. 


for holding cars . . . Chrysler, GM 
given huge plane orders . + 2 ao: a 
to act in GM-UAW pay dispute. 


e SEALS 


- Further credit curbs fought 
by dealers . . . Canadian trucks to 
get unlimited fuel supply ... Truck 
sales banned till Feb. 28 ... Parts 
output may fall short of goal... 
Automotive plants speed war out- 
put ... Senate bill asks RFC to 
loan or buy frozen cars ... Gas 
rationing may be avoided, Ickes 
declares . . . Automotive industry 
places huge war orders in hands 
of subcontractors ... WPB agency 
to allocate all raw material . . 
MEWA conclave airs materials 
problem ... House group adopts 
dealer-relief program ... Delay in 
rationing perils truck production. 
- Emergency ration cards may 
be given truckers .. . Car ratien- 
ing starts March 2; 140,000 pas- 
senger vehicles alloted for three 
months .. . AvTomoTivE News 
warns Of bungling under new-car 
rationing; asks liberal interpreta- 
tions of rules. ... 


Truck Rationing 


Gets Underway 


MARCH—General Motors to buy 
back it’s dealers’ cars ... Ernest 
R. Breech named president of 
Bendix .. 
lines war production setup .. 
Automotive News advises dealers 
“All’s Not Lost,” citing reasons for 
dealers to stay in business . . 
Truck rationing begins; five classes 
of users may buy vehicles ... 
General Motors to give preference 
to surviving dealers ... War out- 
put speeded, Nelson says ... Ex- 
haustion of supplies to end all 
truck output ... No more tires for 
civilians, Henderson says... Pack- 
ard near 100 percent conversion .. 
Ford starts bomber school . . 
George Romney appointed general 
manager of Automotive Council for 
War Production ... Truckers must 
fight to uphold rights, Rodgers 
says ... Parts shipments show 
sizable uptrend . . . Car releases, 
under rationing plan, are 90 per- 
cent below quotas (AUTOMOTIVE 
News Offers five steps for the “Way 
Out of a Bad Mess”) ... Time 
limit on installment sales cut to 
15 months .. . Rep. Patman intro- 
duces two dealer relief bills ... 
Ray Chamberlain hits critics of 
NADA dealer activity ... Gas 
rationing cards due in East and 
Northwest. 


Car releases are still bogged 
down ... Buick nine months ahead 
of schedule on aircraft engine pro- 
duction . . . Cincinnati car-dealers’ 
losses hit three million ... Auto- 
motive Council reports motor in- 
dustry has already passed low em- 
ployment point . . . Albert Fisher, 
new, of Fisher Body, dies at 

. War spending hits 9-month 
aaa - Pool to aid production 
of military vehicles to be set up. 
- Big service market seen for 
truck dealers .. . Canada halts out- 
put of civilian ‘trucks . . - Nash 
works out plan to advance cash to 


TIGHT e 


ALL-WEATHER PROTECTION FOR 
INTERIORS OF AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES 


SEAL 


WATERPROOFED 
WEATHER STRIPPING 


INNER-SEAL keeps cold out, warmth in. It tightly seals 
windows and doors against rain, snow, dust, dirt and drafts. 
Protects interiors of passenger cars, buses, trucks and trailers. 


BRIDGEPORT FABRICS, INC. 


CONNECTICUT 


Established 1837 





Fisher Body stream- a 





dealers . . . Million tires released 
for rationing ... CIO, AFL drop 
|}demand for double time pay . 

‘| Nash to make Navy planes. 


Congress Joins 


Dealer Fight 

APRIL—OPA orders local boards 
to make liberal interpretations of 
rationing rules . . . GM’s Wilson 
asserts Reuther plan was publicity 
gag ... Automotive companies co- 
operation speeds gun output, Kanz- 
ler says ... ODT sets up motor 
transport division ... Willys offers 
8-point plan to aid dealers . . M. 
M. Gilman resigns as president of 
Packard . . . Contradicting OPA 
orders cause confusion, dealers 
protest ... Automotive News points 
out editorially that “While OPA 
Fiddles, Dealers Hold Bag” . 
Nelson praises automotive industry 
for war production progress ... 
Goodyear, Ford note progress on 
rubberless tires. 


Congress joins battle begun two 
months previously by AUTOMOTIVE 
News; blasts rationing, demands 
release of cars ... Only 37 percent 
of March quota. of new cars re- 
leased .. . War effort totals three 
billions in March ... Gen. Hugh 
Johnson, former NRA chief, dies 
at 59... 
slow market . . . Governors seek 
more relaxation of truck barriers 
. ODT urges farmers to pool 
trucks . . . New rationing rules to 
make 40 percent of populace elig- 
ible for new cars; “Not Unpatriotic 


-| to Buy a New Car,” Leon Hender- 


son is quoted in Automotive News; 
dealers plaster statement in show- 
room windows . . . George Chris- 
topher appointed president of 
Packard ... Automotive war work 
shows big gain, WPB reports... 
Chrysler attains volume output on 
six contracts. 


.| RFC-Aid Bill 


Signed by FDR 

MAY—RFC to loan on and buy 
new cars... General price ceil- 
ings exclude ‘used cars ... Gasoline 
rationing eased for East . . . De- 
troit shipping war materials at 
rate of 25 millions weekly . 


Eased rationing rules fail to break U.S... 


car jam ... Gas supplies cut 50 
percent in Eastern states... Parts 
output limited to 70 percent of 1941. 


Dealer relief bill signed by Presi- | ] 


dent Roosevelt .. . Increased serv- 
ice business seen for truck dealers; 
Automotive News urges dealers to 
cooperate in truck conservation 
program ... Copper use limited in 
replacement parts output .. 
Canada sets sliding scale for used 
car price ceiling ... New, used 
car sales slump in East ... Regu- 
lar Chrysler engines to be used in 
tanks .. . Dealers show ingenuity 
in keeping alive . B cur- 
tails erection of war plants. 


Rubber Collection 
Drive a Success 


JUNE—Car quota boosted to 50,- 
000 for June . . . ODT’s truck pro- 
gram to increase service .. . Truck 
stockpile seen exhausted in seven 
months ... U. S. cites severity of 
rubber shortage . . . White starts 
two-way plan to conserve trucks 
. . - June .tire quotas lower than 
May .. . Seven states enact laws 
curbing tire thieves . .. Freight 
volume drops, but tops year ago... 
All states agree on uniform truck 
standards ... Congress gets pro- 
gram for tire retreading ...WPB 
approves conversion of medium 
trucks ... Motor industry launches 
huge salvage drive ... Hubert 
Larson replaces Rolf Nugent as 
OPA auto rationing head . . . GM’s 
Sloan pledges full aid to dealers. 
. . - Service volume of Chevrolet 
dealers tops 1941 by 43 percent... 
Local appeal boards set up by 
ODT .. . Nelson and Lyttelton, 
British production head, praise war 
work of motor industry . . . Steel 
output near record .. . Pay raise 
asked by Chrysler UAW. 


Rubber collection drive tops ex- 
pectations . . . OPA head sees 
need for speedy rationing . 
Studebaker adds scientific aid to 
tire conservation - New car 
sales continue well below quota .. 
Automotive repair services under 
price ceiling July 1... Dealers 
profit through truck conversion... 
Graham-Paige beginning wo 
tion on amphibian tanks . 
Wooden truck bodies save steel . so 


. Used car sales reflect | °° 











Highlights of 1942 


New cars frozen ............cccccccccesseccesecteeseetseneeeeeenenneenaengs Jan. 1 
New-car price ceilings set ..............:.::::reee eee Feb. 5 
New-car production halted .................:..:e res Feb. 12 | 
Car rationing begins .................:::ccceeereeeees March 2 
Truck rationing starts .................:cccceeereetereteens March 9 
Murray-Patman Act (No. 1) GRTIOE os ccrecesserescssce May 12 
Gas rationing starts in East ....................00 May 15 
Price ceiling on repair services .................:.: rere July 1 
Auto war output tops peacetime rate .................... July 12 
“Big Three” sedans frozen .................::100 Aug. 18 
Murray-Patman Act (No. 2) passed .............000-+ Oct. 27 
Nationwide gas rationing ................:0:::::0: sees Dec. 1 
Used car stocks show slight im-| drop in vehicle use . . . RFC loans 


provement . . . Canada cuts parts 
output .. . GM announces victory 
maintenance plan. 


Auto War Output 


Tops Peacetime 

JULY—New-car rationing quota 
is reduced; tire, tube quotas up. 
. Retail prices promised on RFC 
purchases ... War output in stride, 
Roosevelt reveals . . . Crisis im- 
pends in transportation to war 
plants ... Anti-freeze supple ample, 
ceiling prices set . WPB as- 
sures replacement ‘parts for 1942. 

. Automotive industry’s war out- 
put hits peacetime peak . . . Good- 
rich develops heavy vehicle tube- 
less tire .. . WPB retains control 
of materials . . . Hauling more ef- 
ficient under war conditions ... 
Parts pricing cjeared up by OPA’s 
ruling . . . Dave Castles elected 
oreiiiient of NADA ... AUTOMOTIVE 
News assails “government by ru- 
mor” . 

Dealer mortality low in Chicago 
area ... Inadequate storage perils 
new cars ... Canada sets price 
ceilings on new, used trucks. . 
Wages reach record level in auto- 
motive industry .. . Tires-for-all 
are possible, rubber industry tells 
. Lynn Snow elected NADA 
treasurer . . . M-4 tanks rolling 
out of new Fisher plant . . . House 
approves tax bill and boosts profit 
evy .. . Emick producing shell 
cases of steel . . . Fuel tax receipts 
decline 9 percent . .. Wholesale 
deliveries of trucks restricted in 
Canada... OPA boosts tire quotas. 


‘Big Three’ Cars 


Are Frozen 

AUGUST—Steel shortage slowing 
up war output in automotive 
plants ... Car dealers get relief 
on fuel rations ... U.S. agencies 
ask 48-hour week on war work... 
Synthetic rubber program in- 
creased to 870,000 tons. . 
car sales continue drop . . . Roose- 
velt names board to get rubber 
facts ... RFC loans to dealers top 
$10,000,000 mark - . Kanzler 
named deputy chairman of WPB. 

Gas prices cut in East . 
Chrysler switches assembly lines 
to M-4 tanks without halting pro- 
duction . .. Parts shipments show 
decrease. 

Relaxed rationing rules expected 
for costlier cars ... WPB acts to 
prevent material shortages from 
closing plants . .. Million vehicles 
off highway as result of restric- 
tions .. . Army-Navy “E” awards 
go to seven automotive plants. . 
Revisions urged in patent laws .. 
OPA freezes “Big 3” four-door se- 
dans .. . Automotive war produc- 
tion 20 percent higher than peak 
peacetime levels .. . Slower speeds 
result from 40 miles per hour ap- 
peal ...R. L. Vaniman named 
head of WPB’s automotive branch. 

. Automotive News urges correc- 
tion of injustices in government 
car prices ... GM negotiating for 
$500 million war loan ... War 
costs U. S. $129 billion in two 
years ... 100 U. S. groups helping 
promote car conservation ... OPA 
revises rules on repair prices ... 
WPB endorses conversion of buses 
to boost capacity . . . Army places 
huge order for 880,000 trucks ... 


ODT Takes Control 


Over Trucks 
SEPTEMBER—U. S. orders in- 


. Side storage for all “frozen” cars. 


. -- Tax collections show 18 percent 


*| for trucks .. 


. New] 7, 


to dealers rise to $27,003,531 . 
Capital supports car price adjust- 
ment plan... D. J. Hutchins takes 
over Detroit region of WPB ... 
Production of 4,000 heavy trucks 
approved by WPB .. . Battery out- 
put cut, sizes reduced . - Trucks 
not subsidized, U. S. board finds 
. Ontario road chief hits truck- 
ing “monopoly” . . . AUTOMOTIVE 
News cites need for action on me- 
chanics shortage . . . Seven-point 
program proposed for synthetic 
rubber .. . ODT takes over con- 
trol of all trucks, buses and taxis. 
Roosevelt puts ban on premium 
pay for Sunday . . . 17 more auto- 
motive plants get Army-Navy “E” 
awards ... Employment in auto- 
motive industry tups 800,000... 
Nationwide gas rationing to start 
Dec. 1 . . . 625,000 mechanics need- 
ed to prevent transportation crisis, 
AUTOMOTIVE News survey shows... 
GM wages boosted four cents an 
hour... U. S. war expenditures 
total $44,741,000,000 . . . Synthetic 
rubber plant in Connecticut begins 
output ... 75 percent of nation’s 
steel goes for munitions .. . Cer- 
tificates to define essential ratings 
. Car rationing quotas 
boosted . . . Big source of tires 
found in RFC’s stockpiles .. . 
Three states add new taxes on gas 
purchases . .. Gasoline threat cuts 
used car sales .. . Canada trims 
parts output ... British to share 
in cooperative practices of auto- 
motive industry. 


Mechanic Shortage 


Grows Acute 

OCTOBER—Automotive in- 
dustry’s war output gain sets pace 
for entire U. S. . . . Automotive 
industry hits Nelson’s 1942 die 
scrap suggestion as unsound... 
Rubber industry set for tire output 
from reclaimed rubber . . . Post- 
war consumer demand for auto- 
mobiles seen topping two million 
. U. S. launches probe of trans- 
portation . . . Trucks transport 66 
percent of livestock to stockyards. 

. Truck freight volume exceeds 
1941 by 2.2 percent ... NADA 
financing campaign is termed a 
success ... War workers get half 
of rationed cars ... Driving de- 
clines sharply in all parts of 
nation . . . Automobile graveyards 
producing 20 percent of all steel 
scrap . Seven Chrysler plants 
get Army-Navy awards... 
orders Chrysler pay boosted four 
cents an hour... 95 percent of 
automotive industry devoted to 
war work. 

Materials mess perils repair parts 
*} Output . . . Automotive companies 
boost war producing 15 percent in 
September . ODT starts “save 
mechanics drive” j Army cites 
automotive industry’s cooperative 
setup ... Building materials short- 
age may hit rubber output .. . 
WLB denies pay raise to Ford 
workers . Income payments to 
individuals hit new high . Re- 
pair parts shipments show slight 
increase ... Car-price ceiling 
boosted to $1,500 . . . Truckers ask 
higher speed limit. - . . WLB rul- 
ing stabilizes wages in " automotive 
industry. 


Repair Parts Output 


Seen Periled 
NOVEMBER—Car releases con- 
tinue dip as sales activities lag . 
Army starts procurement of 30,000 
new cars ... Chaos feared under 
tire-inspection program ... ODT 
may shift trucks to areas where 
(Continued on Page 17, Column 5) 
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Test 

Newspaper advertising, urging 
motorists to use the expiration 
dates of their gasoline-ration cou- 
pons as a reminder to change their 
motor oil every 60 days, was tested 
at Jacksonville, Fla., and Atlanta 
by Shell Oil Co., Inc. 


Two 1,500-line ads used in the 
test appeared just prior — to 
termination of the second gaso- 
line-rationing period. Headlined, 
“Your Gasoline Ration Book 
Tells You When to Change Your 
Oil,” the first copy ran five days 
in advance of the second one, 
which in turn appeared the day 
before the ration period ended 
with the caption, “Tomorrow Is 
the Last Day to Use Your No. 2 
Gasoline Ration Coupons.” 
Results of the test campaign 

were at this writing being studied 
by Shell’s advertising department 
and the agency, J. Walter Thomp- 
son Co., and indications were that 
an expanded list of dailies would 
carry these ads, starting in Janu- 
ary. It was intended that similar 
copy be used regularly toward the 
end of each ration period in a 
number of cities. The copy con- 
tends that less driving and slower 
speeds work hardships on motor 
oil not experienced under normal 
driving conditions. 


Deadlines 


“What amounts to a concerted 
drive on adherence to closing 
dates has been started by maga- 
zine publishers, as a result of 
the numerous production, man- 
power and shipping problems 
created by the war,” reports the 
New York Times. “Individually 
and cooperatively, publishers are 
urging agencies to get their ad- 
vertising copy in on time. 


“One publisher has adopted the 
device of holding one form for 
late copy but others are clamp- 
ing down rigidly and if copy does 
not arrive on time, it is left out.” 


r, A, 

Ken Nighman, sales engineer for 
U. S. Rubber Co., 
has been ap- 
pointed public 
relations chief 
for the com- 
pany’s Detroit 
plant. 


With the rub- 
ber industry since 
1928, Nighman 
was_ associated 
with Fisk Tire 
before joining U. 


S. Rubber. 





Nighman 


Itchin’ 

Quote from Wall Street Journal: 

“WORLD REBUILDING tant- 
alizes government planners. They’re 
itching to see the war end. Victory 
means abundant opportunity to re- 
habilitate the world—whether it 
needs it or not.” 


Elected 


Harold Jackson, advertising man- 
ager of Chrysler Corp. of Canada, 
has been elected a director of the 
Assn. of Canadian Advertisers. 

He succeeds Sydney R. Skelton, 
advertising manager of the Good- 
year Tire and Rubber Co. of 
Canada, who resignea. 


Cartoon 

It’s raining war stamps at Auto- 
Lite. In the Christmas issue of 
Esquire magazine, Auto-Lite Spark 
Plugs ran a gatefold page urging 
the folks at home to “Keep the 
Boys in Service Smiling” by send- 
ing them a copy of Auto-Lite’s 
‘Mountain Boys’ cartoon book, Es- 
quire readers were instructed to 
clip a coupon and send along the 
names and addresses of their hus- 
bands, sweethearts, friends and 
relatives in all branches of the 
service, together with a dime or 
ten-cent war savings stamp. All the 
money and war savings stamps col- 
lected will be turned over to USO. 

Esquire hit the newsstands on 
Thursday, Nov. 12, Within two 


»——the 4th Dimension 


Test Idea On Oil Changes; 
Deadlines Rigid 
By Pete Wemhoff 


| days, Auto-Lite was deluged with 


coins, stamps, money orders and 
checks, By the end of the first 
week, many thousands of requests 
had been received. And they’re still 
piling in, 


“Victory” 

A magazine to be called “Vic- 
tory” will be issued every two 
months for distribution abroad by 
the Office of War Information, 
under an agreement with the 
Crowell-Collier Publishing Co. The 
contract is on a non-profit basis. 

It will be issued in several 
languages, including an edition 
in English, and is intended for 
free distribution. It will not be 
distributed in this country. Ap- 
proximately 550,000 copies of 
each edition will be printed. 


The magazine will be mainly pic- 


Facts and Flashes 


. oe a 


JOHN BATHRICK, Pontiac South- 
ern California zone manager, congratu- 
lates Lieut. Comm. L. D. Blanchard, 
who is in charge of Naval Recruiting 
for Southern California, on his show- 
ing of 8,300 enlistments during one 
month. Lieut. Comm. Blanchard was 
formerly assistant Pontiac zone man- 
ager in Cincinnati. Bathrick was a 
lieutenant (jg) in the last war, as- 
signed to Atlantic convoy duty. 


torial and is intended to counter 
enemy propaganda by showing the 
character of America, its war aims 
and the magnitude of the American 
war effort. It will carry advertis- 
ing, under the agreement with the 
Crowell-Collier company, and thus 
provide an avenue by means of 
which the American business com- 
munity may tell the world how 
American industry is geared to the 
war effort. 





Letters 

New Departure division, General 
Motors, is using photographs of 
employes in the armed services, 
combined with quotations from 
their letters, as posters in the fac- 
tory. In announcing the plan, New 
Departure Admanager Carleton B. 
Beckwith said: 

“Instead of using either syndi- 
cated stock posters, or even issuing 
our own in the conventional pat- 
tern in which management talks 
down to employes, we are letting 
employes on leave in the armed 
forces speak to their buddies and 
workmates on whom the burden of 
production falls, The quotations on 
posters are excerpts from bonafide 
letters.” 


Replaces 

John L. Anderson, treasurer of 
McCann-Erickson, Inc., has been 
elected treasurer of the American 
Assn. of Advertising Agencies. He 
succeeds Capt. Dewitt Hill, vice- 
president of McCann - Erickson, 
who was treasurer of the associa- 
tion for 15 years and is now at- 
tached to the U. S. Army Air Force. 


Postwar 
Seven and one-half months be- 
fore Henry J. Kaiser challenged 


dress on Dec. 5 to the War Con- 
gress of American Industry, to ad- 
vertise 1945 models to the public 
and accept war bonds in payment, 
Pennsylvania Rubber Co. published 
its first advertisement of a revo- 
lutionary post-war product — the 
Pennsylvania Silent Vacuum Cup 
Tire. 

Advertisement of this “new 
kind of tire,’ was started in the 
Apr. 18, (1942) issue of Collier’s 
and followed up in other national_ 

“Magazines and by means of trade 
paper announcements and direct 
mail during the year. 

Pennsylvania Rubber Co. an- 
nounces that it will continue ad- 
vertising postwar products in 1943. 


Joins 

David W. Stotter has joined 
MacFarland, Aveyard & Company, 
Chicago, as copy and account ex- 
ecutive. 

For the last seven years on the 
creative staff of Lord & Thomas, 
Stotter earlier in his career was 
a member of Campbell-Ewald Co., 
Detroit. 


To feel the pulse of the industry. 
consistent reading of Automotive News 


the automobile industry in an ad-!is a necessity. 


From the 


Technical Service Department 
ETHYL CORPORATION 


FROM THE WARTIME AUTOMOTIVE FRONT 


1600 West Eight Mile Road 
DETROIT, Michigan 


Fully charged batteries and clean, tight connections throughout ignition system 


will eliminate slow starts, which waste gasoline. 


When replacing battery cables 


be sure new ones are of ample capacity, as undersize cables will introduce 
resistance, interfering with quick starting. 


0il companies are boosting octane number of premium gasolines from 78 to 80. 
This resulted from request by the War Department through OPC. The reason: 


military vehicles are built to use 80-octane fuel. 


"all purpose" gasoline. 


Army calls this quality 


When and where Army purchases Ethyl for its use or shipment is not to be disclosed 


even though Ethyl pumps in entire community go dry. 
you know, so civilian supplies are uncertain. 


Just say, "The Army uses Ethyl, 
I haven't had a delivery recently." 


Possibility that Ethyl may not be available for civilian purchase in certain areas 
emphasizes need for service departments to adjust spark timing to fuel being 
used. Make sure every customer — whether he uses Ethyl or not —has the spark 
advanced as far as permissible toward the point of top power. 


Get after the truck owners in your territory who have not yet joined the 


U.S. Conservation Corps. 


Get them to sign their pledges now. 


Key to success of 


the whole program lies in getting the nation's small commercial operators — 


owners of one or two trucks — to practice proper maintenance. 


have been doing it for years. 


Large fleets 


Nowadays customers appreciate instruction on proper use of manual choke and check-up 


on automatic choke. 


Tell them how to prevent overchoking and waste of gasoline. 


Tight situation on antifreeze may encourage marketing of antifreezes which are 


corrosive to cooling systems. 


"trick" antifreezes before recommending to your customers. 


Better investigate possible corrosive effects of 


Cold sludging of lubricating oils, caused by water condensing in crankcases, may 


be aggravated this winter. 


Crankcase ventilating systems minimize this type of 


sludging under normal operating conditions but may be inadequate for intermit-— 


tent and slow-—speed driving under rationing. 


Remedy is more frequent oil changes. 


In addition to numerous fleet operators, many factory service representatives 
and dealer service managers have requested copies of Ethyl's booklet "Practical 
Pointers on Engine Maintenance." Comments from them indicate information con- 
If you would like a free copy, write Ethyl 

, Chrysler Building, New York, New York. Penny postal card is 
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"41 Net Profits Show 
Gain Over 1940 


was $581,000,000, compared with 
$366,000,000 the preceding year. 

The truck and commercial car 
group’s net sales jumped $266,000,- 
000, or from $233,000,000 in 1940 to 
$499,000,000 last year. Combined 
dividends were $10,000,000, an in- 
crease of $1,600,000, while total 
assets climbed from $180,000,000 to 
$258.000,000, and combined surplus 
to $106,000,000 from $15,000,000. Net 
profit from operations increased to 
$62,000,000 from $15,000,000. 

Graham-Paige Motors Corp., 
Hudson Motor Car Co., Hupp Motor 
Car Corp. and Willys-Overland 
Motors, Inc., individually climbed 
from deficits in 1940 to substantial 
earnings last year. Hudson, which 
had a $1,508,000 deficit in 1940, had 
net profits of $3,756,000 in 1941, 
while Graham-Paige climbed from 
a minus $1,484,000 in 1940 to a plus 
$691,000 last year. General Motors 
jumped from $195,622,000 in 1940 
to $201,653,000 last year. 

In the commercial car and 
truck division, Federal Motor 





















































Special to Automotive News 

PHILADELPHIA, — Twenty-two 
of the nation’s leading producers 

of passenger cars and trucks dur- 
ing 1941, the last year before con- 
version to war production. showed 
combined net profits of $280,000,000, 
a gain of $35,000,000 over the pre- 
ceding year, according to the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission. 

Combined net profits of $257.000,- 
000 after all charges, compared 
with $234,000,000 in 1940, were 
shown by 10 companies of the 
group engaged primarily in auto- 
mobile manufacture, while 12 com- 
panies engaged principally in the 
production of commercial cars and 
trucks showed $25,000,000, against 
$11,000,000 the previous year. 

The SEC made public these fig- 
ures, reflecting the increased buy- 
ing power of the public in 1941 as 
well as partial conversion of plants 
to defense work, in another of a 
series of surveys of American 
corporations whose securities are 
listed on stock exchanges. 

The automobile group’s net 
sales in 1941 totaled $2,745,000,000, 
or $903,000,000 more than in 1940, 
while dividends reached $200,000,- 

000 against $195,000,000; assets 
jumped from $2,027,000,000 to $2,- 
276,000,000, and surplus from 
$61,000,000 to $735,000,000. Net 
profit from operations in 1941 


U. S. Is Sending 
Rubber Mission 


To Soviet Union 


WASHINGTON. — Appointment 
of an American rubber mission to 
the Soviet Union, is announced by 
Rubber Director William M. Jeffers. 

Purpose of the mission is to 
collect both chemical and engineer- 
ing experience from Russia on the 
manufacture of synthetic rubber, 
in which that country has been 
engaged for more than 10 years. 

The mission is headed by Ernest 
W. Pittman, New York, president 
of the International Corp., and for- 
mer consultant to Arthur Newhall 
in the government rubber program. 
He was a captain of Ordnance in 
the last war and has been con- 
nected with a number of large 
engineering enterprises since. 

Members are: 

Dr. Willis A. Gibbons, director 
of development for United States 
Rubber Co. 

Irving L. Murray, chief process 
engineer for Carbide and Carbon 
Chemicals Corp. 

Dr. Aristid V. Grosse, who has 
been engaged in war research work 
for the Office of Scientific Research 
and Development at Columbia 
University. é 


Pa. Car Renewals 


Off Only 6% 


HARRISBURG, Pa.— According 
to figures of the Pennsylvania De- 
partment of Revenue, passenger 
car renewals in the state were only 
6 percent below 1941 on Nov. 1 this 
year, while truck license renewals 
fel] off 5.4 percent. 


Observers here indicate that pas- 
senger car renewals may be off as 
much as 20 percent for the regis- 
tration year beginning Apr. 1, 
while truck renewals may be off 
10 percent. 

Estimates vary on gas tax col- 
lections, but “a 50 percent reduc- 
tion for the calender year of 1943 
might not be a bad guess,” accord- 
ing to the Pennsylvania Automo- 
tive Assn. 









Lincoln Chemist Offers 


New Synthetic 

LINCOLN, Neb.—K. G. Knight, 
a Lincoln chemist and inventor of 
a number of plastic gadgets, has 
perfected a formula for the pro- 
duction of synthetic rubber from 
corn products. Alcohol is not used 
in the process. 


There'll be Cars and 
again. 


All Wars End! 
Trucks and Tires to sell 


packard 
Detroit » 


Gentlemen: 
one of their 


in this 
mr. W. N. 


cars we h 
many of os Hall it was 


Truck Co.’s net profits for 1941 
were $820,000 against a deficit of 
$206,000 the year before, while 
Reo Motors reached $1,090,000 in 
net profits, compared with a 1940 
deficit of $1,292,000. 


Included in the automobile group 
were Willys-Overland, Studebaker 
Corp., Hupp Motor, Nash-Kelvina- 
tor Corp., Checker Cab Manufac- 
turing Corp., Hudson, General Mo- 
tors, Chrysler Corp., Graham-Paige 
and Packard Motor Car Co. 

Besides Federal Truck and Reo, 
the truck and commercial car 
group included Diamond T Motor 
Car Co., Yellow Truck and Coach 
Mfg. Co., White Motor Co., Divco- 
Twin Truck Co., Mack Trucks, 
Inc.; Four Wheel Drive Auto Co., 
Meteor Motor Car Co., Seagrave 
Corp., Twin Coach Co. and Frue- 
hauf Trailer Co. 


Sees 50% Decline 


AUGUSTA, Me.—Estimates of a 50 
percent drop in highway revenues for 
each of the next two years, were 
made here by Chief Engineer Lucius 
D. Barrows of the Maine Highway 
Commission. Barrows also presented 
proposals for an annual reduction of 
approximately ,000,000 a year in 
Maine highway expenditures. 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s ‘“‘Sparks’’ column 
is read by the ‘‘wide-awake’’ in 
industry. 
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Income of Individuals 


Reaches New Peak 


WASHINGTON, — Income pay- 
ments to individuals during Octo- 
ber reached a record high of $10,- 
279 millions, the U. S. department 
of commerce reported last week. 

After allowance for seasonal] in- 
fluences, the department’s index of 
total income payments advanced 
from 172.8 in September to 175.5 in 
October (1935-39=100), Although 
the increase of 2.7 points in the 
October index was_ substantially 
greater than the rise of 1.2 points 
in September and the average gain 
of 2.0 points in the first 10 months 
of this year, it does not necessarily 
imply the beginning of a new spurt. 

As in preceding months, the pat- 
tern of income fiow in October re- 
flected the nation’s quickening 
transition to a total-war basis. The 
marked advance in the index of 
total income payments is attribut- 
able chiefly to continued sharp ex- 
pansion of factory and federal gov- 
ernment payrolls, Wage-and-salary 
increases in the manufacturing in- 
dustry were greatest in establish- 
ments engaged directly in war pro- 
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duction, while expansion of the na- 
tion’s armed forces and of civil 
activities related to the war effort 
occasioned the rise in federal pay- 
rolls. 

Greater-than- seasonal increases 
in the income of farm operators 
and in wages and salaries paid out 
by trade establishments were fac- 
tors of lesser importance contribut- 
ing to the increased volume of in- 
come payments in October. A de- 
cline in payrolls of contract con- 
struction firms partially offset 
these gains. Other components of 
the income payments total varied 
little, in addition to seasonal move- 
ments, from September levels. 

Income payments to individuals 
during the first 10 months of this 
year totalled $90,807—22 percent 
greater than the $74,622 mililons 
paid out in the same period of last 
year, The 25 percent increase in 
the large wage-and-salary compon- 
ent, from $50,452 millions to $63,031 
millions, accounted for most of the 
pronounced rise in the Nation’s 
tota] income payments. 
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Greater Use of Helicopters 


alt Foreseen by Sikorsky 


NEW YORK. — Helicopters will 
be sold by the hundreds of thou- 
sands in the decade after the war, 
it was predicted by Igor Sikorsky, 
aircraft designer, in an address 
during the annual meeting of the 


N. J. Lowers Age Limit 
For Farm Drivers 


TRENTON, N. J.—A measure to 
permit issuance of driver’s licenses 
to youths of 16 when the licenses 
are used on highways in connec- 
tion with farm work, has been 
signed into law by Gov. Charles 
Edison. Such licenses will cost $1 
instead of $3. ‘rhe minimum age 
for New Jersey’s regular driver’s 
licenses is 17. Farm labor short- 
age was cited as the basis of the 
new measure. 


Lieut. Wilkins Now 


MIAMI, Fla.—Lieut. Ray A. Wilkins, 
former assistant manager of Wilkins 
Motors (Chrysler-Plymouth), Morgan- 
town, . a., has been graduated 
from the Officer Candidates School 


American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers. 


Sikorsky, who is_ engineering 
manager of the Vought-Sikorsky 
Aircraft division of United Air- 
craft Corp. and who holds the 
world’s record for sustained flight 
in a helicopter, pointed out that 
the helicopter already has proved 
its ability to get in and out of 
places inaccessible to “pack mule 
or pedestrian.” 


“The automobile and airplane 
are here to stay and stay per- 
manently,” he told the engineers. 
“The helicopter offers another 
phase of service which will broad- 
en transportation.” 


Motion pictures in color were 
shown by Sikorsky to illustrate the 
ability of the helicopter to land in 
deep gulleys, on narrow creeks and 
on piles of empty crates. 

“The helicopter,” he said, “lands 
on a field 20 feet square. It can 
carry loads On a rope and let them 
down gently to a man in an im- 
penetrable jungle. A pack mule or 


here and is now stationed at Atlanta.! @ pedestrian would bog down in 


Premiums Cut 


NEW YORK.—A 10 to 20 per- 
cent reduction of all collision 
premiums for private passenger- 
type automobiles for which the 
owners have A and B gasoline 
ration cards in 380 states and 
the District of Columbia, is an- 
nounced by J. Ross Moore, man- 
ager of the National Automobile 
Underwriters Assn. The reduc- 
tion, effective Dec. 1, is 20 per- 
cent for A card holders and 10 
percent for B card holders. 
Moore added that the same re- 
ductions will be made in other 
states when approval of super- 
vising authorities is obtained. 





swamps where the helicopter oper- 
ates easily with rubber floats.” 

Sikorsky said the machine prob- 
ably would cost the same as an 
airplane of medium price after the 
war, but within 10 years may be 
sold for no more than an auto- 
mobile of medium price.. He de- 
clared that present knowledge in- 
dicates that helicopters can be 
built to carry from 12 to 20 pas- 
sengers. The machine, he added, 
can go 75 miles an hour, climb 
thousands of feet in the air and 
travel seven or eight miles on a 
gallon of gasoline. 


10 Million Idle Tires 
Already Received 


WASHINGTON. — Motorists had 
turned in almost 10,000,000 tires to 
the government under the Idle 
Tire Purchase Plan up to the close 
of business Dec. 5, Office of Price 
Administration announces, on the 


basis of receipts at central ware- | Office Reporting 
houses and reports on the number | Atlanta 


in transit. 


The tires are collected by Rail- 
way Express Agency and shipped 


to regional warehouses which re-|5 


ceive them for Defense Supplies 
Corp., the government agency that 
appraises and pays for the tires. 


A detailed report of collections, 
showing receipts by all warehouses 
and by Railway Express Agency 
Offices in each of the 31 Defense 
Supplies Corp. districts, with a 


U. C. Dealers Meet 


AKRON.—Annual gettogether dinner 
of the Akron Used Car Dealers Assn. 
was held at Young’s Hotel. Guests in- 
cluded members of automobile finance 
companies and Homer Swisher, former 
secretary. who is no longer in the 
automobile business. 
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Ample parts stocks 


Our field experts are trained in both sales and service = 


Factory travelers visit Packard dealers 





Contact men are practical minded counselors 





Many Packard owners are war workers, who need cars, 









at wrote itself | 


a) 12a}, new outlets have become Packard dealers during 1942. 


A Packard regional Manager, one of a staff which has not been reduced by a single man! 


—help on both. 


at least once every 60 days. 


business-getting plans to build dealer’s gross profits. 


The average Packard dealer is well ee. in the black for 1942. 


whose visits show results. 


are still available to all Packard dealers. 


UR NUMBER ONE JoB is building Rolls-Royce engines 

for the new Curtiss Warhawks, British Spitfires, and 
Mosquitoes. . . and the famous Packard marine engines that 
power the Navy’s lethal PT boats. Packard workmen now 
top the nation in total Government awards for production- 
boosting ideas and Packard war production is at an all-time 
peak—results of the now-famed ‘‘Work To Win”’ program. 


But we also have agreat interest in helping to keep a large 
and loyal group of Packard dealers in the money and out 
ahead. That’s why we are doing everything possible—fac- 
tory contacts, promotional material, personal counsel—to aid 
these dealers until we can eventually give them the finest 
motor car ever to carry the name . . . the post-war Packard. 


ASK THE MAN WHO 


OWNS ONE 


and continuing service. 


PACKARD 


PRECISION-BUILT POWER 








computation of the ratio of turn- 
ins to the number of automobile 
registrations, follows: 





In Warehouses Passenger 
Dy Ee Bee 
y ress 

*DSC District tions Tire 

Turned Jn 
etic ocd 113,600 3.6 
Birmingham .. 98,000 2.8 
Boston ........ 746,831 22 
Charlotte ..... 288,822 2.6 
Chivago ....... 1,359,300 2.6 
Clevelind ..... 990,178 2.5 
. eee 280,727 2.8 
Denver ....... 198,650 Le: 
DOOM a ccccce 306,600 4.9 
eee 81,400 1.6 
EROUSON 60.uce 92,613 3.3 
Jacksonville 175,774 2.4 
Kansas City .. 319,500 2.1 
Little Rock ... 60,295 29 
Los Angeles .. 619,249 2.3 
Louisville 80,700 3.4 
Minneapolis 551,000 2.2 
Nashville ..... 246,000 14 
New Orleans .. 145,138 3.4 
New York City 603,000 5.4 
Oklahoma City. 144,000 2.9 
COE ccccccce 337,603 1.2 
Philadelphia 401,527 3.8 
Portland, Ore.. 158,400 2.2 
Richmond 474,178 2.4 
ere 274,800 3.4 
It Lake Cit 77,500 2.4 
San Antonio 93,642 2.5 
San Francisco. 464,000 2.3 
Seattle ........ 130,000 2.5 
Spokane ...... 77,500 1.9 
TOTAL ..... 9,990,027 2.7 


*The reports are not for the cities 
alone, but include all the receipts at 
warehouses in the territory served by 
the agency of Defense Supplies Corp. 
located in that city. 


U. S. to Construct 
Small Boats to 
Haul Fuel Oil 


WASHINGTON.—Construction of 
more than 1,000 tugs, towboats and 
barges, capable of hauling 100,000 
barrels of heavy fuel oil daily to 
the East Coast next year, has been 
okayed by federal authorities, 

Besides the floating equipment, 
construction of three barge termin- 
als is planned, one_ tentatively 
scheduled for Cairo, Ill., as a base 
for shipments up the Ohio River; 
and the other two at Jacksonville 
and Panama City, Fla., pipeline 
terminals. 

The program calls for construc- 
tion, financed by Defense Plant 
Corp., of 21 steel-hulled, 2,000 horse- 
power towboats; 100 tugs with 600 
horsepower each; 500 barges of 
about 6,000 barrels capacity each; 
and 400 wooden barges for the 
hauling of dry cargo. The 400 dry 
cargo barges will be substituted for 
existing steel] barges and the latter 
will be converted into oil barges. 


It was emphasized that the ex- 
pected increase in shipments of 
100,000 barrels daily would be in 
heavy, or industrial fuel oil, and 
thus would not affect directly 
household supplies, although it 
would release tank cars and other 
transportation facilities for domes- 
tic fuel oil. 

The present deficiency in fuel oil 
supplies has been estimated at 139,- 
000 barrels daily by Petroleum Ad- 
ministrator Ickes. 

All the barges and boats, except 
the 21 towboats, are expected to 
be completed within the next five 
months, but the powerful tow boats 
will not be ready until next Octo- 
ber. These completion dates are 
subject to revision, it was noted, 
based upon the possibility of higher 
military priority ratings interfer- 
ing with the flow of materials to 


|the boat and barge builders. 


Officials emphatically declined to 
estimate whether the contemplated 


| fleet would be a major remedy for 
' the oil shortage next winter, point- 
|ing out that there was no present 
| way of estimating how much mili- 
| tary and lend-lease demands for oil 
|might increase as a result of 1943 


military operations. 


| Jeffers Asks War 


‘On Glass, Nails, Ete. 


WASHINGTON.—Rubber Direc- 
tor William M. Jeffers, in a special 
| message last week made appeal to 
the American people to act as 130 
million “committees of one” to rid 
| the nation’s streets, alleys and 
| highways of broken glass, nails and 
| other tire hazards. 


Democracy is the American way of 
‘life; let’s keep it that way. 
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Automotive Washington 


Henderson Seen Returning in Another Role; 
Jeffers Gets More Authority 


By William Ullman 

WASHINGTON. — Informed con- 
gressional sources predict that Leon 
Henderson, whose resignation as 
price administra- 
tor has been ac- 
cepted by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, 
eventually will re- 
turn to a key 
post in the 
nation’s sta- 
bilization _struc- 
ture. What that 
post will be still 
is problematical. 
But it is known 
that Roosevelt 
thinks highly of 
Henderson’s abilities, and he is ex- 
pected to find a new place in the 
economic high command for the 
man whose long vendetta with 
Congress culminated last week in 
his resignation as chief of the Of- 
fice of Price Administration. 

On Capitol Hill, sources usual- 
ly privy to Administration strate- 
gy, predict that the maneuvers 
to return Henderson to office 
probably would shape up sub- 
stantially along these lines: 

1. Senator Prentiss M. Brown, 
(D.) of Michigan, defeated for re- 

election in November, will be ap- 
pointed to Henderson’s OPA post. 

2. After Congress has approved 
the OPA’s appropriations for the 
1943-’44 fiscal year—probably about 
June or July—Henderson will re- 
turn to government service, per- 
haps as head of a new agency 

created by the President in which 
he would perform many of the 


functions he now performs. 
* * * 





Another Furore 


Might Result 


SOME SOURCES predict that 
Brown at that time, might become 
personal aide and chief deputy to 
Economic Stabilization. Director 
James F, Byrnes. 

It is pointed out that Senate 
confirmation is required only for 
presidential appointees to agen- 
cies created by Acts of Congress, 
and that this important hurdle 
to Henderson’s return could be 
outflanked by appointing him to 
head a new bureau created by 
the executive. 

Because of the intensity of 
feeling about Henderson in Con- 
gress, there was little doubt that 
such strategy, if carried out, would 
touch off a new uproar in the 
House and Senate. But the Admin- 
istration is said to believe that the 
benefits of returning Henderson’s 
abilities to the wartime economic 
program would justify the risk. 


* * & 
Farm Bloc Gets 
Its Way 
HENDERSON'S peculiar gift for 
rubbing congressional fur’ the 


wrong way is such that authoritive 
sources predicted that legislative 
“riders” would be attached to all 
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OPA appropriations to offset any 
attempt by the President to effect 
his return to OPA. 


“Ill health” was the official 
reason for Henderson’s resigna- 
tion, But it is known that one of 
the prime factors involved was 
the determination of Congress to 
cut OPA appropriations to the 
bone if Henderson stayed on. 
According to informed congres- 

sional sources, Henderson’s resig- 
nation was the direct result of a 
deal between the Administration 
and the powerful farm bloc, in 
which has centered the bitter op- 
position to the price administra- 
tor. 
*- *« # 


Jones’ Authority 


To Jeffers 

SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 
Jesse H. Jones has quietly ceded to 
Rubber Director William M. Jef- 
fers all the authority he has pos- 
sessed over the rubber program, it 
was learned last week. The trans- 
fer of authority has taken place in 
gradual stages without fanfare 
since Jeffers was made the 
country’s rubber “czar” with ulti- 
mate responsibility for the success 
or failure of the rubber program. 

Jeffers, operating with a total 
staff of about 330 persons, is now 
directing the synthetic rubber 
construction program, supérvis- 
ing synthetic rubber production, 
and kandling the country’s rub- 
ber stockpile. 

Financing of the synthetic pro- 
gram remains in Jones’ Defense 
Plant Corp., but actual responsi- 
bility has been shifted to Jeffers. 
Similarly, Jones’ Rubber Reserve 
Corp. continues to own the rubber 
stockpile, although Jeffers is now 
the only official who can dispose 


of any of it. 
* + * 


Personnel 


Is Shifted 

JEFFERS has also changed some 
of the personnel responsible for 
rubber, removing a number of of- 
ficials who were in_ responsible 
posts prior to his appointment. 

Jones is reported to have asked 
Jeffers to relieve him of respon- 
sibility for the rubber program. 
His administration of many key 
phases of the program was the 
subject of considerable criticism 
and controversy early this year. 

The only important rubber op- 
erations now being conducted out- 
side of Jeffers’ domain involve de- 
velopment of foreign rubber sup- 
plies, This aspect of the program 
is being handled by the Board of 
Economic Warfare, which has sent 
86 men to South America scouting 
for possible sources of crude rubber 
supply. BEW is also developing the 
cryptostegia plant in Haiti in an 
effort to scure additional supplies 
of a natural-type rubber. 


Time to Reform 


Traffic Courts 

IN RECENT NORMAL years 
some four and a half million Ameri- 
cans annually found themselves on 
the receiving end of traffic courts 
throughout the nation, and conse- 
quently there is quite universal con- 
cern about what goes on there. 
Plenty that should not, according 
to painstaking investigation by top- 
flight judicial authority, and the 
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Now and Then... 


IF IT WERE possible to award an Army-Navy “E” flag to an indi- 


NICHOLAS DREYSTADT 
(No. 45 in this series) 





i 
3 

* 
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vidual (and if I had the power to make such an award) I certainly 
would hand the bit of blue bunting to one Nicholas Dreystadt. ... No 
one in the automotive industry is more deserving. No executive has 
put in longer hours in the production of war weapons for the United 
Nations or done his work better. ... With him the “E” would not only 


mean efficiency but also effectiveness of purpose... 


. As general man- 


ager of the Cadillac division of General Motors (he’s also a vice-president 
of the parent corporation), precision war production has been duck 
soup for him ever since he stopped manufacturing Cadillac motor cars. 
Mebbe it is a military secret as to just what war material Cadillac 
is turning out under the direction of Nick, but I do know that he has 
contributed much to the Allison airplane engine prestige. He saw the 
war clouds gathering three and a half years ago and prepared for the 
storm. When it broke he was ready, more than ready, as the record 


shows. 


All his working life he has been a mechanic. He’s a mechanic even 
now as general manager of Cadillac. And he’s as good an executive as 


he is a mechanic. He had to be to get where he is today.. 


. Yet Nick 


had a humble beginning in the American automobile industry. His first 
job in our business was in the body shops of the Chicago factory branch 
of Cadillac in 1916. It was said of him at this time: “He’s on the job 
long before starting time. A 18-hour day does not bother him. Then, 
when he quits work, he attends a technical night school. A job never 
whips him. Tell him it can’t be done and he'll do it.” 

Then he got into the service end and became manager of the depart- 
ment. He sponsored the first flat-rate service system. He introduced the 
original residential service in which motorcycle riders call for owners’ 
cars. ... He instilled in his organization his own zeal for thoroughness 
and owner satisfaction, and as a result he built up one of the finest 
service groups in the world. ... With this Chicago background and 
blueprint of his capabilities, it was not to be wondered at that, in 1926, 
there came a call from Detroit for him to come to the Cadillac factory 


and take charge as service and 


parts manager. Then, in 19382, with this 


experience with the Cadillac distributing organization he became its 


sales-minded works manager. 


The next step naturally was his appointment as general manager, the 
job he has held since 1934, a period of the company’s greatest gains. ... 
When the war is over, there will be new automobiles to take his in- 
terest. . . . From his record, these postwar Cadillacs will profit from 
a knowledge of new machines and methods that he now is absorbing. 


results of several years of probing 
have been woven into an authori- 
tative book on the subject, en- 
titled with impressive simplicity, 
“Traffic Courts,” by George War- 
ren. 

In the midst of global war and 
automotive rationing of several 
sorts which has sharply reduced 
travel on rubber, it might seem 
to some that traffic control just 
now does not bear its recent im- 
portance, That is a very super- 
ficial way of regarding what re- 
mains an outstanding civic prob- 
lem. Moreover,with victory will 
come 2 mighty resurgence of mo- 
toring as rapidly as mass pro- 
duction can provide the rolling 
stock and the problem of traffic 
will be found demanding atten- 
tion to perhaps a hitherto un- 
known degree, Accordingly, the 
time seems propitious for ponder- 
ing what can be done to correct 
conditions and “Traffic Courts” 
is a notable contribution to the 
storehouse of facts upon which 
action must be taken. 

It has been Warren’s task to re- 
duce laymen’s understanding the 
harvest of the inquiry launched in 
1938 by the National Committee on 
Traffic Law Enforcement, as ap- 
proved by the American Bar Assn., 
the Automotive Safety Foundation 
and the International Assn. of 
Chiefs of Police, Its importance is 
graphically conveyed in a foreword 
by Arthur T. Vanderbilt, chairman 
of the committee, when he says: 
“What our fellow citizens see and 
hear (and in some instances smell) 
in our police courts, our traffic 
courts and in proceedings before 
our justices of the peace quite 
naturally determines their idea of 
| American justice.” The experience, 
| it is pointed out, all too often has 


Curis SINSABAUGH 


led to disrespect for law as well as 
for judges and lawyers. 
*- * * 


More Fireworks 


On Synthetic 

MORE FLARE-BACKS to the 
government’s’ sharply criticized 
synthetic rubber production pro- 
gram made crackling headlines on 
the motoring news front last week. 
The newest batch of fireworks was 
touched off with the announcement 
by Rubber Director William Jeffers 
that his rubber mission to Moscow 
had finally arrived at its destina- 
tion after a three-months’ delay in 
following out the recommendations 
of the Baruch report for immedi- 
ate action in obtaining vital tech- 
nical information on synthetic rub- 
ber manufacturing methods from 
Russia. Prior to the Baruch report, 
it had been revealed that Russia’s 
offer to place its 10-year-old rub- 
ber-making experience and _ tech- 
niques at the disposal of the United 
States many months ago had been 
ignored. 

Jeffers blamed the 3-month de- 
lay on State department and 
Russian government “red tape” 
in connection with issuance of 
passports and investigation of 
the members of the four-man 
commission. Senator Guy Gillette, 
chairman of the Senate Agricul- 
tural committee, which has been 
investigating the rubber situation 
for some time, promises that his 
committee is going to find out 
who is responsible for the halting 
progress of the nation’s rubber 


program. 

Certainly there are plenty of in- 
dications that the program is not 
moving along at the speed de- 
manded by the tremendous urgency 
of the situation. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 
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troit have terminated. Stout’s 
activities in the field of aircraft 
and automotive design are too 
well known to bear repetition 
here. Chief interest attaches now 
to what is in store for the future. 
He is now associated with one 
of the largest aircraft units in 
the world, started years ago by 
E. L. Cord, and now directed by 
Girdler and his associates, in- 
cluding Victor Enianuel, the 
latter heading the parent or- 
ganization, Aviation Corp. Affili- 
ate and subsidiary units include 
Consolidated, Vultee, Stinson, 
Lycoming, American Propeller, 
Liquid-Cooled Engine Division, 
Northern Aircraft Products, Re- 
public Aircraft Products, Inter- 
continent Aircraft. 


Stout’s “idea mill’ should make 
a valuable acquisition for the Gird- 
ler crowd if they can make him 
stick. It is entirely likely he will 
figure prominently in the postwar 
activities of this network of com- 
panies, since they will undoubtedly 
make an attempt to invade the 
automotive field, possibly with a 
motor car design patterned after 
aircraft ideas. This is right up 
Stout’s alley. He is also a hard- 
plugger for the popular type of 
foolproof private airplane which 
some day may be in every driver’s 
garage. But there is a long tough 
row to hoe between designing such 
a plane and the mass market for 
it. The merchandising territory is 
something which Stout prefers to 
stay away from, but there may be 
otser capable experts in Aviation 
Corp. who can handle this phase. 


Boosts Output 


15 Times 

PRODUCTION of machine tools 
this year will be 15 times greater 
than it averaged in the decade end- 
ing in 1939. This is one of the 
most spectacular stories of the en- 
tire war production effort—how a 
relatively small closely knit indus- 
try with average annual output of 
around $100,000,000, suddenly ex- 
panded and mushroomed to the 
present pace of shipping around 
$130,000,000 worth of machines 
every month. 


Machine tools are the all-im- 
portant factor in munitions pro- 
duction, which itself amounts to 
roughly 12 times the dollar vol- 
ume of the machine tools which 
make them possible. There are 
about 300 machine tool building 
plants in the U. S., most of them 
family units managed by their 
owners. The average plant repre- 
sents an investment of less than 
$1.000,000, employs from 200 to 
250 men, most of them highly 
skilled, and usually specializes in 
one or two types of machines. 
The war effort has of course 
considerably changed this picture. 


Latest change in the machine tool 
market was the issuance of WPB 
Order E-1-B which gave the air- 
craft industries first call on more 
than $800,000,000 worth of machines 
as they are built in 1943. This is 
about 80 percent of the tool indus- 
try’s present unfilled orders. Order 
cancellations have been running 
about $20,000.000 a month since last 
April, but this is more than offset 
by tremendous new ordering. 
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“t 
first American automobile to have 
four-wheel brakes as _ standard 
equipment. That flopped and Rick 
went with GM’s LaSalle as assist- 
i ant general sales manager. Later, 
he got into GM’s early aviation ex- 
periment, his friends bought for 
him the Indianapolis Speedway, of 
which he still is president, as well 
as being chairman of the AAA Con- 
test Board; when Eastern Airlines 
became a major factor in the air- 
plane commercial field, he became 
president of that company, too. 


Briefly, that’s his story to date, 
except that since the global war 
really got to going, Rick has been 
air counselor for Secretary of War 
Stimson. As such this really has 
made him a national hero. 

_ a 


> IN PLANNING this last column 
. for 1942, I had in mind writing a 
: piece about the many, many Christ- 
mas cards (more than usual, it 
seems) that come to the desk of 
“Mr. Sparks.” One in particular 
caught my eye—a letter mono- 
grammed “Edward V. Ricken- 
backer, New York City.” There was 
no signature to it—just “Sincerely, 
—blank for sig, and reading “In 
Shangri-La. No signature possible.” 
And in the right hand corner, “Dic- 
tated Oct. 15.” Of course I knew 
who had sent it, for I’ve been get- 
ting these Christmas letters from 
Rick for many years. But I sensed 
that careful Rick had written the 
friendly greetings BEFORE he 
, went on the Stimson mission, and 
| that it had been held until he got 
home again, just about a week ago. 
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INASMUCH as it is such an un- 
usual Christmas letter and histori- 
cal in a way, I’m going to share it 
with those who follow “Mr. 
Sparks.” But before I do, let me 
apologize for having used so many 

- “T’s” in the prelude. My excuse is 
> based on the three decades of 
. Rick’s friendship I have enjoyed. 
L So here’s the letter: 

“With the coming of Yuletide, 
our Nation has passed another 
milestone with its first year of 
all-out war, the consequences of 
which most of us are not aware. 

“In entering the second year of 
global war, we find our soldiers, 

' sailors and aviators in all parts 

: of the world upholding the tra- 
ditions that have made this Na- 
tion great. 

f “Despite the suffering and mis- 

{ ery to be endured, I am sure that 
the New Year will be ushered 
in with a ray of hope and light 
of victory ahead. 

“So while we are enjoying 
Christmas at home, let us not 
forget our loved and dear ones 
in the four corners of the world 
and share with them the spirit 
that makes us proud and glad 
of our heritage, trusting that 
1948, or not too distant future, 

will see them home again with 
us—happy for the privilege of 

; having served. 

“To you and yours, my best 
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ledgment of the debt of gratitude 
the company owes its more than 
100 suppliers of material for mak- 
ing it possible for Thornton to fill 
& government contract a week 
ahead of time in the race to finish 
the Alaska highway, which means 
so much in this great fight of ours 
on the Japs. 

As we columnists are prone to 
say, the “story back of the news” 
is interesting. Del Knobloch, presi- 
dent and general manager of the 
company, had a rush order for 500 
four-rear-wheel drive units to be 
applied to Ford trucks, converting 
from a carrying capacity of two- 
yard dump bodies up to a capacity 
of six-yard, with two driving axles 
under the load instead of one. 

One doesn’t have to be told of 
the importance of this new Alaska 
highway in the defense of the 
nations, Because of weather con- 
ditions, it had to be finished by 
Dec. 1, and those 500 trucks were 
sorely needed to make the dead- 
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line. That being the case, Thorn- 
ton suppliers buckled to their jobs 
and finished them a week ahead 
of a rigid schedule. The highway 
was open for business by Nov. 1. 
Hitherto all the material had to 
go by plane or boat. 

* * € 

RE-XMAS activities of “Mr. 

Sparks” included attending the 
banquet given at the Book-Cadillac, 
Detroit, by Continental Motors to 
some 300 of its shop foremen. It 
was the second he had been at, the 
other being at Muskegon, Mich. As 
a@ pep dinner it not only was 
stomach-satisfying, but also a 
builder of morale, with President 
Jack Reese the dynamo that kept 
things humming. From him “Mr. 
Sparks” learned that in 1943 
Continental expects to produce 
more tank engines than any other 
company in the world. 

As to the stamina of the Con- 
tinental tank engine, we heard 
Lieut.-Col. J. Colby, American tank 
specialist, who has seen Conti- 
nental-engined tanks in action, 
tell that in 32 days of combat 
which he witnessed, only 12 me- 
chanical failures were reported. 
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KRIS KRINGLE is drafted by the 


workers at Willys-Overland to prepare 


special Yuletide package for Gen. ye ae Be what could be more fitting 


than this neatly-wrap 


Santa helped build the blitz-buggy. 


Jeep, fresh from t 


production line. Incidentally, 





Fine Elected Treasurer 


Of Divco-Twin 
DETROIT.—Directors of Divco- 

Twin Truck Co. have elected 

Nathan Fine treasurer, according 


It costs you about a penny-a-day to| to John Nicol, president. 


keep abreast of the 


automotive news— 
better renew NOW! 






These tires started 2 years ago, have already 


& 
‘ 


The action was necessary to fill 


“You bet I’m sold on tires 
made with synthetic rubber” 





the vacancy caused by the death 
of the former treasurer, John J. 
Daniels, who died Nov. 2. Fine also 
is assistant secretary of the com- 
pany. 

It costs you about a penny-a-day to 


keep abreast of the automotive news— 
better renew iw! 





one thought of war. 
Each year has brought improve- 


wishes for as happy a Holiday 
Season as this grim war will 
permit.” 


* * * 


N UNUSUAL AD appears in 
. this issue of Automotive News, 
s that of the Thornton Tandem Co., 

of Detroit. It is a public acknow- 

























Jap-Destroyed Truck 


Duplicated by FWD 

CLINTONVILLE, Wis. —Em- 
ployes of the Four Wheel Drive 
Truck Co. have presented the 
U. S. Marine Corps with an 
exact duplicate of an eight-ton 
truck destroyed by the Japanese 
at Wake Island in December, 
1941. 

The truck was built by em- 
ployes of the local truck manu- 
facturing company on their own 
time with material furnished by 
the firm and was presented as 
a token of their appreciation for 
the epic stand made by Marines 
at Wake Island. Irwin Rosen- 
berg and Doris Bussian, repre- 
senting employes, presented the 
truck to Col. F. S. Robillard, of 
the Marine Corps, who ordered 
it transferred to Marine Corps 
forces in the Pacific area. 








covered 23,451 miles, but read the whole story here 


i of the late news about syn- 
thetic rubber cannot be told. But 
enough can be told to assure anyone 
who wonders how good it is. Our files 
are filled with case histories of tires 
made with more than 50% Ameripol 
... the B. F. Goodrich synthetic. 

This is one such case history. A 
whole year before Pearl Harbor, the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 
put two Ameripol tires on a mainte- 
nance truck. This truck didn’t pick 
out the smooth highways. It went 
where linemen have to go—over all 
roads in all kinds of weather. 

What happened? Nothing—that’s 
the interesting thing about these 


Ameripol tires. You wouldn’t notice 
much that’s unusual about them. You’d 
probably think they were natural rub- 
ber if you were not told otherwise. 

These Ameripol Silvertowns were 
in excellent condition at 23,451 miles. 
Says the section lineman who drove 
them, “We should receive 30,000 
miles from them.” 

And the chances are he will—be- 
cause many of these tires have bet- 
tered 30,000 miles. One of the rea- 
sons that Ameripol is good is that 
our scientists were 
working on it when 
Calvin Coolidge was 
President and no 





BEFORE PEARL HARBOR, ONLY B. F. GOODRICH OFFERED FOR SALE 
TO AMERICAN CAR OWNERS PASSENGER TIRES MADE WITH SYNTHETIC RUBBER 


Here are a few of the many American Businesses that bought them: 


Aetna Life Insurance Co. Gulf Oil Corporation 
Americon Airlines, Inc. Geo. A. Hormel & Co. 
American Can Co. tagersoll-Rand Co. 
Baltimore & Ohie Railroad Kellogg Company 

The Borden Co. New York Central System 
4. 1. Case Co. New York Telephone Co. 
General Boking Ce Pet Milk Seles Corp. 


Phillips Petroleum Co. 
Secony-Vecuum Oil Ce. 
Standard Brands, Inc. 
Swift & Compeny 

The Texes Co. 

U. S. Gypsum Ce. 
Western Union Telegraph Ce., 


ment. And the result—in the summer 
of 1940—was the first tires with syn- 
thetic rubber ever sold to American 
motorists. 


You might be riding on Ameripol 
tires today were it not that our total 
production of this wonderful syn- 
thetic is needed in our war effort. 
But you'll have to wait now, for that 
and a lot of other things we'd all like. 
Meanwhile, we've still got to do our 
best to save the rubber we have. For 
America has no rubber 
to waste—and no use 
for a rubber-waster! 
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Dealers Train Guns 


On Labor Problem 


(Continued from Page 1) 


understand that dealers were an| sentatives, whereby dealers will be 
important factor in the community| heard fully before a serious at- 
and national life of the nation, and,| tempt is made to pass such a bill. 


further, that they were square 
shooters, Their policy of telling 
their story simply and directly won 
them the legislation they desired 
and countless friends at the capital. 
Operation of the measure was 
quickly put into effect by RFC 
and the relations between members 
of that organization and dealers 
have been very cordial and satis- 
factory. 

The second Murray-Patman Act, 
approved Oct. 26, provided for a 
fairer retail price for cars sold to 
the government by retailers. The 
old ceiling price for light cars was 
$925, due to the fact that the gov- 
ernment had been purchasing cars 
directly from manufacturers. With 
the freeze, this direct dealing no 
longer was possible so the govern- 
ment had to turn to dealers for 
cars, Congress quickly recognized 
the unfairness of attempting to 
apply the manufacturer’s price to 
dealer stocks and enacted into law 
a bill which raised the light and 
medium car ceiling to $1,500 exclu- 
give of transportation. 

Castles praised the trade press 
and newspapers as being “most 
helpful in bringing the facts to the 
attention of the public.” 

Heavy cars were excluded from 
the increase, but speeches on the 
floor called attention to the plight 
of the dealers holding large cars 
with the result that OPA began 
casting about for relief for them. 


Several proposals looking to the 
purchase by the President and stor- 
age of all second hand cars in 
dealers’ hands were introduced in 
Congress, but none of them became 
law. An understanding was reach- 
ed between the principal sponsors 
of this program and NADA repre- 





Punitive Chain 
Store Taxes 


On Way Out? 


NEW YORK.—Confirmation of a 
definite trend away from punitive 
state taxes against chain stores is 
seen by observers as the sig- 
nificance of the repudiation in 
Utah at the Nov. 3 election, by a 
vote of more than two to one, of 
a state law passed last year which 
would have placed a punitive tax 
on chain merchandisers. 


During the early ’30’s the move- 
ment to levy special taxes on chain 
merchandisers spread rapidly. 
Nineteen states today have such 
laws, but none are as drastic as 
the repudiated Utah measure. 






Goodrich Assigns Smith 


To Its Detroit Office 


AKRON.—K. D. Smith, B. F. 
Goodrich Co. technical man who 
has been manager of the Washing- 
ton office of the 
company’s na- 
tional sales and 
service division, 
has_ transferred 
his headquarters 
to Detroit, it is 
announced by G. 
E. Brunner, gen- 
eral manager of 
the division. 

Smith, in the 
rubber’ industry 
since 1915, has 
played a _ promi- 





K. D. Smith 


nent part in the development of 


the modern pneumatic tire as 
technical superintendent of the 
company’s tire division, a post he 
held until just before the outbreak 
of the present war. In his new 
assignment Smith will be princi- 
pally concerned with problems re- 
lating to military tire equipment. 


Meeting Planned | 


OKLAHOMA CITY.—In lieu of the 
twelfth annual convention of Associ- 
ited Motor Carriers of Oklahoma, Inc., 
‘here will be held a wartime confer- 
ce early next year. The date will 
»e announced later, but the meeting 
is expected to be held sometime after 
Jan. 17 in Oklahoma City. 


“t takes a a j fish to swiin against 
“urrent, and a good dealer to 
business now! 


Congress has been apprised of 
dealer interest in obtaining tires 
for used cars, liberalization of 
manpower regulations and other 
matters being handled by tem- 
porary bureaus, These subjects 
will be discussed in the new 
Congress which convenes Jan. 6. 
In addition to its legislative ac- 
tivities, NADA has secured the co- 
operation of government officials in 
putting into effect many conces- 
sions and adjustments that have 
been advantageous to the dealers 
and which are summarized by 
NADA as follows: 

Established monetary price ad- 
vance (escalation) principle in 
OPA Price Schedule No. 85. 
(No other commodity has this 
advantage.) 

Obtained right to borrow 1 per- 





cent escalation starting Jan. 1, 
instead of Feb, 1. 

Secured the ability to borrow 
the escalated price from RFC. 

Held excise tax on automobiles 
to 7 percent, defeating 20 per- 
cent proposal. 

Obtained fair time-payment 
regulation adjustments. 

Got initial recognition of the 
propriety of freight markup. 

Prevented destructive legisla- 
tion on repossession deals, 

Released from freezing cars 
ordered before Jan. 1, 1942, 

Secured broad dealer exemp- 
tions under wage-hour law. 

Actively protected dealer in- 
terests in all parts-sale regula- 
tions. 

Worked with all government 
bureaus and Congress in effort to 
solve rubber problem. 

Cooperated with industry coun- 
cil of OPA, in considering sev- 
eral helpful programs, 

Broadened and sped up current 
information service to dealers. 


Twin Coach Dividend 


KENT, O.—Twin Coach Co. an- 


nounces a 50-cent dividend on its 472,- 


000 shares of common stock. The divi- 
dend is payable Dec. 29 
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Nine Million Tires Found 
In Trade Channels 


-WASHINGTON.—Total stocks of 
new passenger car tires in trade 
channels in the United States were 
a shade over 9,000,000 as of Sept. 
30, Office of Price Administration 
reports, on the basis of full inven- 
tory reports received from manu- 
facturers and mass distributors 
and not quite complete returns 
from dealers. 

The total compares with replace- 
ment sales of about 30,000,000 new 
passenger car tires a year in 
normal times. 

At the same time, OPA reported 
that 1,438,672 new passenger car 
tires were released under the 
rationing program in the period 
between Jan. 5, 1942, when ration- 
ing began, and Sept. 30. Even at 
this rate, OPA pointed out, re- 
leases from inventory would run 
close to 2,000,000 a year, and the 
rate is expected to pick up 
sharply from now on. 

The Sept. 30 report of new pas- 
senger car tire stocks shows that, 
of a 9,018,228 total, 6,506,429 were 


held by Defense Supplies Corp., 
manufacturers and mass distribu- 
tors, while dealers that have re- 
ported thus far held 2,511,799. In- 
ventories of dealers who have not 
yet reported are not expected to 
add greatly to the total, but OPA 
is preparing to conduct a check 
among them to determine how 
many tires are on their shelves. 

New truck tire inventories, 
with some dealer’s reports not 
yet received, totaled 1,636,232 as 
of Sept. 30. Of this inventory, 
1,036,812 were held by Defense 
Supplies Corp., manufacturers 
and mass. distributors, and 
599,420 were on the shelves of 
reporting dealers. 

A Grade I or Grade II certificate 
holder, however, is not permitted 
to buy a Grade III tire. But if 
either wishes to buy one of the 
lowest grade, he may go to his 
War Price and Rationing Board 
and exchange the certificate he 
holds for one entitling him to buy 
a Grade III casing. 
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Americans always have had faith in the things we fight for 


today. Hitler couldn’t see it. Nor could Tojo. But it was there. 


There, just as surely as at Concord... just as strong as at 


the Argonne. 


Faith is not something you can measure out by the pound. 


It can’t be packaged, and passed out on a here’s-your-share 


plan. It can be nourished and grown. And it must not waver. 


Not if there is to be any hope for the future. 


Perhaps that is why Radio says little about the War Bonds 


it has sold . . . the scrap collections spurred . . . the extra 


bombers put into the sky through its morale building. 


We in Radio know .. . there’s a still bigger job to be done. 


It is to make Radio the greatest power on earth for the good 


of mankind. It is to keep building the faith which will triumph. 


It is to help win and hold world peace through faith and 


understanding . . . with God’s help. 
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KMPC, BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF.—UNDER SAME MANAGEMENT 


BASIC STATIONS=COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM. 


The Great Stations 
of the Great Lakes 
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Dealer Resourcefulness 


Praised by Elliott 


SOUTH BEND.—Elaborating on 
a previous statement made to 
newspapermen in Detroit earlier 
this month (see Automotive News, 
page one, Dec, 7), 
Ken B. Elliott, 
vice-president of 
Studebaker, last 
week declared 
that automobile 
dealers have sur- 
vived this year 
of difficulty and 
unusual condi- 





tions in their 
business ___ princi- 
pally because of 
K. B. Elliott their resourceful- 
ness, courage and 
business instinct. 


“While Studebaker, like other 
factories, has sought to provide its 
dealer organization with a com- 
prehensive and well-planned pro- 
gram of assistance, that is exactly 
what we should be expected to do,” 
Elliott stated. “It has been our 
responsibility, in other words, to 


EDWARD PETRY 


AND 


help our dealers plan ahead and 
to be ready to meet and take ad- 
vantage of every new development 
or to be prepared for its impact 
should its affect on the dealer’s 
business be adverse. 

“The dealer is a transportation 
specialist, He has the experience, 
the personnel, the facilities and 
the ‘know how’ to deal with prob- 
lems that relate to automotive 
equipment and its operation. Con- 
servation of tires, gas and the 
vehicles themselves are matters in 
which dealers are expert, Their 
services in helping the owner or 
operator maintain a car or truck 
and its tires are a vital factor in 
any kind of conservation program. 

“Even in such matters as car 
and truck rationing, the dealers 
throughout the country were in 
position to contribute substanti- 
ally to the effective carrying out 
of the program. It is unfor- 
tunate, in fact from some stand- 
points almost tragic, that dealers 
were not more widely used at the 


COMPANY. INC., 
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very start of car and truck ra- 
tioning to interpret the program 
to the public so that there 
would have been a quicker gen- 
eral understanding of the pur- 
poses which OPA itself had an- 
nounced,” Elliott said. 


“A good example of the impor- 
tant and valuable contribution 
which dealers have to make to the 
transportation problems, which 
wartime conditions present, is the 
experience of Studebaker dealers 
in maintaining Truck Information 
Centers during the last 60 days to 
help truck owners prepare their 
applications for Certificates of 
War Necessity. 

“We have a definite record of 
215 fully organized Information 
Centers maintained by Studebaker 
dealers and Studebaker branch 
offices. These included nearly 
every important city and helped, 
insofar as we can determine, ap- 
proximately 20,000 operators per 
day. In addition, hundreds of 
other Studebaker dealers, while not 
formally organized as information 
centers, provided assistance.” 


It costs you about a penny-a-day to 
keep abreast of the automotive news— 
better renew NOW! 
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In ’43 War 


for all but a few of the new arms 
plants being built by the industry. 

As these are tooled and staffed, 
and as former automotive plants 
are reconverted from one kind of 
war goods manufacture to another, 
he explained, they are expected to 
absorb many of the workers made 
idle by curtailed operations of other 
plants which have had their sched- 
ules reduced or cancelled due to 
changes in the types of specific 
war goods needed by the armed 
forces to carry forward specific 
military objectives. 

This constant change in the rela- 
tive needs for the various types of 
war goods produced by automotive 
companies and in the distribution 
and availability of basic raw mate- 
rials required for their production 
already is affecting the industry’s 
overall uptrends in output and 
employment, Macauley said, but he 
added that these changes retard 


REPRESENTATIVE 
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Steady Increase Seen 


Output 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the rates of increase rather than 
stop or reverse them, 

At the same time the cutting 
back of production schedules in 
many plants and in many areas 
will result in reductions of esti- 
mates of the number of workers 
required, This fact, together with 
the increasing productive efficiency 
that follows increasing experience, 
will ease the so-called “manpower” 
shortages in most automotive cen- 
ters, Macauley declared, 


Of the more than $14,000,000,000 
war orders on automotive com- 
pany books at the start of 1943, 
nearly 50 percent of the total is 
in aircraft classifications for 
which demand is increasing; 20 
percent is for completed planes, 
airframes and airframe subas- 
semblies; nearly 25 percent is for 
aircraft engines and parts and 
5 percent is for propellers and 
miscellaneous parts. 


Next largest classification is for 
military vehicles of around 60 
types; these comprise 20 percent 
of the industry’s orders. Tanks 
and parts account for 15 percent 
of the total, while ammunition, 
artillery and small arms amount 
to 9 percent of the aggregate. 
Marine equipment—engines, pro- 
pellers, barges, amphibian tanks, 
tractors, etc.—comprises more than 
5 percent of the industry’s backlog, 
while machine tools, tools, dies, 
jigs, fixtures and other miscellane- 
ous products add up to about 2 
percent of the total. 


"42 Review 


(Continued from Page 10) 


needed ... U. S. clamps lid on all 
income ... Lack of mechanics 
called biggest transport peril... 
Truck freight volume rises sharp- 
ly ... Automotive industry pledges 
full cooperation to new materials 
plan ... Ford and UAW sign con- 
tract for duration . . . NADA to 
carry mechanic fight to Congress. 

. . OPA gets used-car rationing 
power ... Repair parts material 
given top priority . . . Post-war 
production of automobile to con- 
sist of 1942 models . . Smaller 
plants to get aid on war contracts. 
. . . Higher truck speed urged by 
API. 

States fearing U. S. car control 
after the war... Canadian carriers 
urge labor priority ruling ... OPA 
urges dealers to be tire inspec- 
tors ... Basic gasoline allowance 
cut to three gallons in East. . 
Truckers rap rails’ effort to snatch 
traffic . Service shops report 


acute labor shortage . WPB 
names 44 specialists to aid dealers, 
industry . . . Labor demand seen 
eased in automotive industry . 

WPB starts checkup on car con- 
ditioning . . . Roosevelt vetoes fur- 
ther ration delay . . . Automotive 
plants hit by revamp of war or- 
ders .. . Civilian-military produc- 
tion feud nears showdown... Few 
British car dealers fold despite 
three years of war... Automotive 
makers, dealers to seek mechanic 
shortage relief . . . War depart- 
ment threatens truck control... 


Arrangements made for special 
fuel rations for trucks . . . Truck 
freight volume reaches all-time 
peak. 

30 Million Tires 

Seen for ’43 


DECEMBER—Gas rationing run- 
ning satisfactory, but real test is 
yet to come .. . Service volume 
rises sharply in Chicago . . . Syn- 
thetic rubber output said to be “on 
schedule” . Price ceiling due 
shortly on used trucks ... 
million tires seen available in 1943. 
.. . Automotive industry producing 
20 million dollars a day in war 
goods ... Army assails coercion in 
hiring mechanics . . . Sales of new 
and used vehicles off sharply in 
Canada ... NADA convention off 
indefinitely, directors to meet... 
250,000 cars to be left for ration- 
ing in 1943 Frazer assails 
Kaiser’s plan on postwar cars. 


It takes a strong fish to swim against 
the current, and a geod dealer to 
stay in business now! 
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Survey Reveals Serious Parts Shortage 

















































































Private Owners 


Worst Offenders 
On Tire ,Waste 


Truckin’ 





Alcan 


Emergency 
Smith Field Engineers Claim 
Again Overloading Is Most 
Sclvemacher Prevalent Abuse 


DETROIT. — Individually- 
owned trucks in several sec- 
tions of the country are by 
far the worst offenders 


against the national rubber 
conservation program, it is agreed 
by field engineering and service de- 
partment representatives of the 
United States Rubber Co. 

The individually-owned truck 
driver is the worst offender of all 
types of drivers for three reasons, 
brought out in discussion where 
the representatives from each sec- 
tion were asked the same question. 
These reasons are in their order 
of importance, as given by these 
experienced field rubber experts: 
1 Too much emphasis on the 

lowering of speed alone as the 
cureall for rubber waste, and the 
neglect by the government of suf- 
ficiently emphasizing other equally 
bad practices such as overloading, 
poor brakes, sprung axles, loose 
steering and skidding stops and 
starts. 
2 Lack of speed and load en- 

forcement by several states. 
3 Disgust with the load, trip and 

gasoline rationing regulations 
by those essential haulers, who felt 
that they were being pushed into 
the corner by government agencies. 

Livestock haulers in Nebraska, 
Iowa and Kansas are hauling 
overloads and at speeds in excess 
of 35 miles per hour, because these 
states are not enforcing the na- 
tional speed law nor are _ they 
checking overloads very carefully, 
it was reported. Lumber, cotton 
and turpentine haulers in the far 
South are grossly abusing their 
rubber by overloading, especially 
on the rutty back roads. 

Wheat haulers in the Northwest 

(Continued on Page 21, Col. 1) 


ODT Is Seeking 
To Speed CWN 


Adjustments 


WASHINGTON.—To make it 
easy as possible for commercial 
motor vehicle operators to seek 
adjustments in their mileage and 
fuel allotments, the Office of De- 
fense Transportation is sending its 
field men into approximately 500 
cities and towns in which field 
offices are not already established, 
the ODT announced last week. 

ODT representatives will make 
their headquarters in local cham- 
bers of commerce and will be 
available during the next few weeks 
to discuss mileage and fuel require- 
ments with operators and to make 
necessary adjustments in Certifi- 


By 
Jack Weed 


ONE OF THE FORTUNATE 
things that came out of the “truck 
freeze” was the ability of the 
Thornton Tandem Co. to furnish 
four-wheel-drive trucks for the 
Alcan Highway on short notice. 
Contractors working on the open- 
ing and grading of this American 
life line to Alaska, needed six-yard 
dump jobs that could negotiate the 
soft fills and spongy muskeg and 
needed them pronto. They gave 
Thornton just 30 days to produce 
them, With Ford trucks from the 
“freeze stock” and exceptional co- 
operation from its suppliers, this 
company was able to start deliver- 
ies within 10 days after the order 
was placed and finished delivery a 
full week ahead of time. 

One of the interesting things 
about this highway, according to 
Ed Schipper, who looks out for the 
publicity work for Thornton, is 
that there is a perpetual ice cap 
about four feet under the ground 
up in the northern stretch of this 
road, that never thaws, Thus, even 
in the softest spots they only have 
to go down four feet to get solid 
footing for the road. Bull dozers 
shove over the biggest trees be- 
cause their roots fan out in all di- 
rections instead of going down. 

*- * * 


BUT BRIDGES are being built 
over the streams with full knowl- 
edge that they will go out with the 
spring thaw. The rivers are fast 
and deep and when the ice comes 
down in the spring only the tough- 
est bridges, built high enough to 
permit the ice to go under, would 
stand up. But with millions of feet 
of lumber right at the places where 
bridges must be built, and with 
portable saw mills on the job, it 
will be no trick at all to replace 
the bridges when the ice takes 
them out. 

“Schip” tells a story with a 
funny quirk about the joining of 
the two construction jobs. One 
gang worked north and another 
worked south. Contractors men and 
Army men worked side by side. A 
big colored bull-dozer driver who 
worked for a contractor was shov- 
ing his way north and explained 
the joining of the two forces by 
saying: “I was shoving trees ahead 
of me and all at once those trees 
started coming back in my face. I 
didn’t know what was going on 
unti] I saw a white Army boy with 
a big bull-dozer coming right over 
a pile of those trees at me. Then 
I done knowed we’ed shoved our 
ae right into the other gang’s 
road.” 


which have proved inadequate. 
ODT officials emphasized that 
requests for adjustments in CWN 
allotments should be made 
promptly, since the period during 
which temporary transport ra- 
tions may be issued by the local 

War Price and Rationing Boards 
ends Jan. $1. After this date 
fuel rations will be made only 
in accordance with allotments 
provided on the Certificates of 
War Necessity. 

ODT is deploying its field force, 
it was pointed out, for the con- 
venience of operators who wish 

(See CWN’s, Page 20, Col. 1) 


/ . 


* * * 
ON SMITH, of Michigan Truck- 
ing Assn., seems to always 
get right into the center of trouble. 
(See TRUCKIN’, Page 22, Col. 1) 
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New Truck Tax ............ Page 23 
Alcan Emergency 
“railer-to-Coach 











Trucks Out of Service 


(Incomplete Survey) 


For Lack of: 
Carrier Parts Re Guort Time Out of Service 
Me csi teseercreces 20 7 38 1 week to 4 months 
BD Ss6tvccvesevese 26 54 30 days 
SS 060 veswsseesice 3 40 2 1 week to 2 months 
DD Scssneeevsetees 4 10 20 1 to 6 weeks 
OD Sec vedsevevseis 35 35 100 15 days to 6 weeks 
MM sevtessisstises 3 2 3 2 to 3 weeks 
 MePerTe Teeter 2 6 4 1 to 6 weeks 
EE 26s ivssevevecee 8 6 os 1 to 6 weeks 
E Webereescwesees 36 36 42 3 days to 3 months 
SG Cesivetsesscvees 11 8 12 2 or 3 to 30 days 
De. -Vevsdevwiesiuws 2 2 os 2 or 3 days to 3 mos. 
Me AGedisacevessas 7 8 3 days to1 month 
DE. Secde esas verses 10 22 3 days to 1 week 
ee 6 6 14 $ to 15 days 

TOCA s0ccee 130 211 319 

xk ke 


Prophecy Comes True 


Nearly six months ago AUTOMOTIVE NEWS warned 
that, if the government did not halt war-plants’ pirating 
of experienced mechanics from our automotive service 
stations, this country might be in the same position that 
England found herself when she had to recall about 
20,000 soldiers from the African army to fill the gaps 
in the ranks of essential technicians as her production 
and transportation needs expanded at home. 


Today that prediction is, unfortunately, coming true. 


In the Detroit area now—and nationally to a com- 
parable extent—truck transportation has been so depleted 
of its trained and technical manpower that not only are 
drivers and key mechanics being exempted from the 
draft, but key men that have already been taken by 
the armed forces may be recalled to civilian life to 
take up their transportation jobs again. 


These men might never have had to be recalled or 
the men in these essential jobs might never have had 
to be exempted from military service now, if the 
manpower commission had not helped force thousands 
of equally capable men from their former jobs and 
into war industry. 


x * * 


Meanwhile our parts situation grows more acute. 
If something is not done soon to relieve the shortage of 
vital functional parts, transportation may find itself in 
another critical stage a few months from now. 


A sectional survey, which should be national, is now 
under way to show WPB and other interested agencies 
just how critical this replacement parts shortage is. We 
hope these agencies heed the results indicated thus far. 


cate of War Necessity allotments Es > 





THIS WAR-WORKEBRB coach, converted from a former car-hauling trailer 
by the Fitzjohn Coach Co., is typical of how these automobile delivery units 
are being absorbed into the war effort. story and photographs of how 
these conversions are effected on page 20. 


Lack of Drivers, 
Mechanics Lay 


Up Vital Trueks 


Army Deferring, May 
Return Key Truck 
Service Men to Jobs 


DETROIT.—Seriousness of 
mechanic, driver and replace- 
ment parts shortage is shown 
by an incomplete survey 
showing 14 intercity trucking 
companies with 130 trucks out of 
service during the past month, be- 
cause of inability to get parts, and 
168 trucks out of service due to 
the unavailability of competent 
drivers. 

These same 14 companies also 

have 211 trucks out of service be- 
cause they have not been able to 
get mechanics enough to repair 
them. 
TCC road inspectors claim that 
intercity trucks are in the poorest 
condition today they have ever 
been since truck operation came 
under the jurisdiction of that body, 
and the same inspectors claim that 
road accident rate is the highest 
today it has been in years despite 
reduced speeds. 

These same 14 companies, first 
to report in the survey, are 319 
drivers short right now. With 
practically 55,000 American cities, 
villages and communities solely 
dependent on trucks for every bit 
of food and other stuffs they get 
from the outside, with the inter- 
city freight haulers working at a 
14 percent greater tonnage carry- 
ing rate than they did last year, 
during same month, this shortage 
of drivers can’t help but be re- 
flected in our total war effort to 
the detriment of that effort. 

With 274 dealer service sta- 
tions in nine average cities of 
this country also reporting a net 
47.7 percent of their 
mechanics, the maintenance of 
our automotive transportation 
seems headed for chaos if some- 
thing is not done to stop the 
infiltration of automotive service 
men into war industry. 

These truck operators and deal- 
ers would not kick if the men they 
have lost and need so badly te 
maintain their part in the nation’s 
war effort, were going into the 
armed services. But they are not. 
In the main they are being filched 
away by war industry plants that 
can and are allowed to pay greater 
wages. 

Of the 1,620 mechanics that left 
these service stations, 1,246 or ap- 
proximately 77 percent went to 
war industries. When 36 percent 
of all the highly-trained mechanics 
of the maintenance depots of our 
largest transportation system are 
allowed to switch their employ- 
ment during such a critical time 
as we now face, something must 
be done to stop that transition or 

(See SHORTAGE, Page 20, Col. 5) 


Ont. Restricts Trucks 


To 35-Mile Radius 

WINDSOR, Ont. — Private 
commercial vehicles will be 
limited to a 35-mile operating 
radius in Ontario after Dec. 28, 
W. Harold McPhillips, prices 
and supply representative for 
the Western Ontario Region, an- 
nounced last week. 

Trucks must be kept within 
35 miles of the point of registra- 
tion unless the owners get spe- 
cial permits, Exceptions were 
granted to farmers and truck 
owners engaged in hauling farm 
produce. 
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Labor Management Program 


Developed by ODT 


WASHINGTON.—The first step; shortages in the industry, conser- 


While ‘Rome’ Burns— 


Unions, WLB ‘Conspire’ 


On Milk Deliveries 


(Continued from Page 1) 


where in the trucking industry to 
further the war effort has en- 
tered at all into the confused 
picture, there has been no men- 
tion of it in publicity attending 
the situation. The only indica- 
tion up to this writing has been 
that the union and the WLB are 
solely interested in finding some 
way to keep New York area milk 
drivers delivering milk seven 
days a week with no change of 
employment, irrespective of the 
necessity, or even advisability, 
of such deliveries, 

Meanwhile other branches of 
the trucking industry are being 
told they must train women as 
drivers to keep their trucks on 
the road with vital war ship- 
ments. 

Since the effort to maintain milk- 
driver employment-as-usual, re- 
gardless of necessity, is being con- 
ducted here with the sanction and 
sponsorship of a federal war 
agency, far more than purely local 
significance is indicated. If a way 
is found here to unnecessarily keep 
milk drivers delivering milk as 
usual under union compulsion, it 
can only be expected that unions 
in other areas will press for similar 
treatment and abandonment of 
every-other-day deliveries and other 
delivery curtailment steps taken as 
war conservation measures. 

Thus would be bottled a sizeable 
potential source of trucking indus- 
try manpower, which is certainly 
more adaptable to the requirements 
of general truck driving than are 
totally untrained women who have 
never seen the inside of a truck 
cab. 

A decision as to whether milk 
deliveries in the New York metro- 
politan area will be permitted to 
continue on a_ seven-day week 
schedule awaits the outcome of a 
study now being made. by the 
Metropolitan Milk Distributors 
Commission of reports on the de- 
gree of effectiveness with which 
distributors reduced their delivery 
during one month’s experimental 
period. 

The experimental period ended 
Dec. 16, which was the final day 
for submission by the companies 
of reports on their mileage reduc- 
tions and methods by which they 
effected them. Ralph T. Seward, 
impartial chairman of the milk in- 
dustry here and chairman of the 
three-man Milk Distributors Com- 
mission created by the DLB, de- 
clared at the close of the experi- 
mental period that “some of the 
companies have done very well,” 
but others had submitted “compli- 
cated” reperts that would require 
further study. He said it might 
take two or three weeks to com- 
plete study of the reports. 

Other commission members are 
Donald Pedleton, representing the 
milk companies, and A, E. McDon- 
ough, representing milk drivers’ 
union locals of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters. 

The commission was _ estab- 
lished by the WLB on Sept. 11, 
after a dispute between the com- 
Panies and the union over 
methods of effecting the 25 per- 
cent mileage cut ordered by the 
ODT. The unions had opposed 
the layoff of drivers as a result 
of proposed skipping of deliveries 
on some days. 

No drastic changes in deliveries 
were involved in the commission’s 


Produce Truck 
Rules Relaxed 


WASHINGTON. — To facilitate 
the unloading of refrigeration cars 
engaged in the movement of fresh 
fruits and vegetables, ODT Direc- 
tor Joseph B. Eastman last week 
issued a general permit which will 
allow produce trucks to make more 
than one delivery a day between 
freight terminals and wholesale 
produce markets. 

Trucks making such deliveries 
are also allowed by the permit to 
Operate partially unloaded. More 
than one delivery is also permitted 
between a terminal or a market 
and the premises of any consignee 
at one point of destination. 


order for the experimental period. 
It banned special deliveries, except 
to hospitals, and forbade any 
wholesale deliveries in the city be- 
fore 7 a.m. 


After studying the company re- 
ports, together with reports from 
the union on the effect mileage re- 
duction efforts have had on em- 
ployment during the experimental 
period, the commission is expected 
to attempt to offer a permanent 
plan for effecting the required 





Tire Test Necessary 


Before Jan. 15 
WASHINGTON. — Owners of 
the nation’s five million com- 
mercial motor vehicles are re- 
minded again by the Office of 
Defense Transportation to pre- 
sent their vehicles for tire in- 
spection before Jan. 15, 1943. 
A commercial motor vehicle 
may not lawfully be operated 
after Jan. 15, 1948, without an 
endorsement by an approved 
tire inspector on the vehicle’s 
Certificate of War Necessity, 
the ODT pointed out, After that 
date, commercial motor vehicles 
must be presented for tire in- 
spection at 60-day or 5,000-mile 
intervals, whichever occurs first. 





7 It takes a strong fish to swim against 
mileage savings with as little effect the current, and a good dealer to 


as possible on driver employment.' stay in business now! 





toward the development of a labor- 
management program to deal with 
wartime problems in the private 
trucking industry, was taken last 
week at a meeting sponsored by 
ODT. 

Attending the meeting were rep- 
resentatives of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters and the 
National Council of Private Motor 
Truck Owners. Presiding were 
Otto S. Beyer, director of the ODT 
Division of Transport Personnel, 
and John L. Rogers, director of 
the Division of Motor Transport. 

It was decided to set up a per- 
manent group of labor and man- 
agement representatives to work 
on such problems as manpower 


| vation of vehicles and tires, etc. 

Representing the teamsters at 
, the meeting were Dave Beck, vice- 
president of the Brotherhood; John 
| Rohrick, of Cleveland; Frank J. 
Gillespie, of Chicago; James Hoffa, 
of Detroit; William A. Lee, of Chi- 
cago; Frank Brewster, of Seattle; 
Fred A. Tobin, of Washington; C. 
A. Fitzpatrick, of Boston, and Ray 
McCall, of Boston. 

Representing the Council of Priv- 
ate Motor Truck Owners were A. 
M. Grean jr., president of the 
Council; L. F. Banigan, managing 
director of the Council; H. V. 
Haley, of Newark; O. A. Brouer, 
of Chicago; Charles H. Ruth and 
R. A. Brodesser, of Washington. 





MEMO TO DEALERS: This is another example 
of White’s current national advertising campaign. 
In these times, White’s unique plan of dealer co- 
operation through nearby Direct Factory Branches 
is proving of even greater value to Dealers than in 





normal times. The plan is up-to-the-minute in meet- 
ing today’s problems. Your inquiry as to whether 
your territory is open will be held in confidence and 
entails no obligation. Write: THE WHITE MOTOR 
COMPANY, Wholesale Division, Cleveland, Ohio. 


The Army’s rolling to Alaska... 


on the road that “couldn’t be built’ 
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Man had never set foot on much of 
the wild frontier territory through 
which Army Engineers and contractors 
have punched their way to build 
the Alaska Highway ... the most 
important military project since the 
Panama Canal. 

Mountains stood in the way... their 
very grades hidden beneath the camou- 
flage of forests never before penetrated. 
So did hundreds of bleak miles of 
muskeg, black mud and sub-artic ooze 
deep enough to swallow huge motor 
trucks and leave no trace of where 
they had stood. 


Indomitable men and machines... 
many of them White trucks . . . slashed 
their way through, and in record time. 
Vital projects of this kind dramatize the 


wartime importance of motor trucks. 


But your truck, too, is important 
because it cannot be replaced. To 
conserve its life is your patriotic duty. 


Investigate now the White Cooper- 
ative Plan of Truck Conservation 
—a definite method prolonging 
truck life and saving critical mate- 
rials. It provides all the facilities to 
enable you to fulfill the con- 
servation pledge which the Office 
of Defense Transportation bas 
asked every truck owner to sign. 


THE WHITE MOTOR CO. « Cleveland 


Builders of U. S. Army Tank Destroyers, 

Scout Cars, Half Tracs, Prime Movers and 

Cargo Trucks, the complete line of Super 

Power Trucks and Tractors, City and Inter- 

City Coaches, Safety School Buses and the 
Famous White Horse. 


PY FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS THE GREATEST NAME IN TRUCKS /; r 
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€ar Carriers Put to Work— 
Coach Conversions 


Save Materials 


sons, but will carry a total load, 
including standees, of from 100 to 
105 men. Length of the coach, 
including the “cocktail lounge” 
over the fifth wheel, is 33 feet. 


Sliding windows are now used on 
the sides of the jobs and in the 


DETROIT. — With stopping of 
automobile production and _in- 
creased war activity, a new indus- 
try was born in this city, an indus- 
try that solved two problems in 
the converting of haulaway trailers 
into buses to carry workmen to 
arms plants. 

Coach Trailer Equipment Co., of 
this city, which owned a consider- 
able number of these haulaway 
units, got into the conversion busi- 
ness first to realize on its ‘arge 
investment in units that the war 
put off the highway for an indefi- 
nite period, if not forever. 

As this initia] endeavor has 
worked out, making buses out of 
car-hauling trailers has taken the 
majority of these units off the road 
and regained for the original own- 
ers much of their tied-up invest- 
ment, as well as providing quickly- 
built war-worker conveyances 
where the need for transportation 
was critical, especially since no 
new buses could be built to fill 
the need. 

According to Eugene A, Casaroll, 
president, the company has not 
only been of considerable aid to the 
industry in converting these jobs, 
but it has also been able to do so 
with a definite saving of critical 
materials, In the rebuilding or 
conversion process, the company 
salvages on an average of 2,500 
pounds of high-grade scrap steel 
and uses only 900 pounds of com- 
mon angle structural steel in the 
new jobs. All the rest of the mate- 
rial used is either plywood or 
composition woodboard. 

The worker-haulers seat 48 per- 


CWN’s 


(Continued from Page 18) 
personal interviews but who do 
not live near any of the 142 regu- 
lar ODT district offices. Operators 
can determine when ODT repre- 
sentatives will be in their vicinity 
by checking with their local cham- 
bers of commerce or watching for 
local announcements. 

ODT officials said that every 
effort would be made to see that 
sufficient mileage and fuel is 
allowed to care for the necessary 
operations of trucks, buses, taxi- 
cabs and other commercial motor 
vehicles. 

The new appeal setup does not 
change the procedure already an- 
nounced for handling appeals from 
farmers whose original allotments 
proved inadequate. 

Farmers are urged to file their 
appeals through the Farm Trans- 
portation Committees of _ their 
USDA County War Boards. These 
committees will review the appeals 
and will make recommendations to 
the ODT district offices. The com- 
mittees’ recommendations will be 
accepted by the ODT district man- 
agers, unless obvious errors are de- 
tected in the committees’ calcula- 
tions. Such cases will be taken 
up with the County Farm Trans- 
portation Committees at once. 


Offices Joined 
VANCOUVER, B. C.—DeWolfe Reo 
Trucks Sales, Litd., has now incor- 
porated its offices with those of Gen- 
eral Truck Sales, Ltd., at 1275 Seymour 
St., Vancouver. 






























as the auxiliary air tank for the 
brake system is relocated under 
the seats of this nosepiece forward 
deck. Standing room in the lounge 
is 69% inches, and 82 inches in 
the main part of the coach. Roof 
ventilators are provided while heat 
is furnished when necessary by the 
type of heating units used univer- 
sally in house-trailer coaches, 


In the conversion of the trailers, 
the original running gear and 
lower structure is left just as it 
was, the upper structure only be- 
ing cut off at the belt line. Then 
roof bows of steel are put in place 
and covered inside and out with 
plywood, leaving a space for in- 
sulation between the two plies. 
Over the upper plywood covering, 
which is treated so as to be moist- 
ure resistant, a sheet of wadding 
is spread and over this the top 
deck of duck is formed. 


To maintain the necessary 
strength, 


an underlayer of plywood. The 
original steel construction, includ- 
ing the car tracks, are left in the 
trailer chassis to keep every bit of 
strength that was built into the job. 
Over this structural steel, hard- 
wood crossmembers are laid and 
then the floor is built up first with 
1% inch oak filler blocks, % inch 
plywood and then %4.6 inch Homo- 
site. This produces a sound floor 
structure that is well insulated. 
Over this base comes a layer of 
standard coach and car floor mate- 
rial called Mel-flor. 


The entrance door in the side 
1ear the front of the coach opens 
éorward on full piano hinges, and 
ts operation is signalled to the 
jriver in the cab. When the door 
is opened, and as long as it stays 
open, a red light burns on the dash 
of the driver’s cab. A buzzer signal 
in the cab 
signal cords in the trailer coach. 

Coach Trailer Equipment, Inc., 
is still in the market for any car 
trailers that are available, accord- 
ing to Casaroll, and any owner of 
such a unit wishing to dispose of 
it can get quick action by getting 
in touch with the company. There 
is still a large unfilled market for 
these worker-haulers. Both the 
Army and the Navy are still in 
need of every unit that can be 
converted and, while thic company 
still has quite a number of units 
yet to be converted, it has prac- 
tically cleaned out all of the car 
trailers that were owned by the 
larger car-hauling companies. 


After car manufacture is re- 





type of car to be built will be so 
radically different than what these 
trailers were designed for, that a 
new design of trailer will be 
needed. Thus Casaroll feels that 
there will be no advantage in any 
company keeping its old car haul- 
ers for postwar use. Meantime, 





It costs you about a penny-a-day to 
keep abreast of the automotive news— 


better renew NOW! need. 


Be ee ee ed 





WHITE MOTOR CO.’s honor roll board, listing the names of all White’s men| Ping their products great distances 
It’s located in the| to embarkation points, were pro- 


in service, has become a center of interest in the plant. 
main corridor where all may see it. 


the upper part of the] original strength of the jobs. 
body is formed from masonite over| that will be covered by seats. 


the steel and rubber in these jobs| Of the Army wood cargo body 
are being put to the best of use| building program, 
in solving a critical transportation] change in procurement from ma- 


The Transformation . . . 





HERE IS A TYPICAL car-hauler that is now helping the government solve 


direct center of the “lounge.” The/ a critical transportation problem, after being converted into a war-worker 
brake-actuating equipment as well coach used to haul employes of war industries located far from normal bus 


routes. 





AFTER ALL structure above the belt line is cut off, side and roof members 
are welded on to the chassis structural members, keeping intact all of the 
Note the air brake equipment in the nose piece 


bb 
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COMPLETED WAR-WORKEER coach, looking toward the “cocktail lounge” 


is also connected toj| which is built over the fifth wheel part of the trailer. 





COMPLETED COACH ready to roll. Note that the carrying axles are not 
changed; if the original trailer had dual wheels, the completed coach still has 
dual wheels. If tandem wheels were on the trailer, they are left as is on the 


sumed again, it is thought that the] converted coach. 


Small Body Builders Drawn 
Into Army Truck Program 


DETROIT.—A sweeping revision ; new program will utilize the estab- 
lished facilities of more than a 
thousand small business firms 
throughout the United States in 
keeping with the policy of de- 
centralization advocated by Maj. 
Gen. Levin H. Campbell jr., chief 
of Ordnance. 


involving a 


jor automotive companies to small 
body builders, is being instituted 
by the Tank-Automotive Center of 
the Ordnance department. 


In order to conserve great 
quantities of steel, the head- 
quarters, Services of Supply, di- 
rected a study be made last spring 
to institute a changeover from 
steel to wood in the construction 
of cargo bodies for Army trucks. 
In September, automotive com- 
panies were manufacturing these 
cargo trucks with all wood bodies 
with a resultant saving of many 
thousand tons of steel. 


Formerly, a few large companies, 
getting their supplies from vari- 
ous parts of the country and ship- 


to Mare Island Navy Yard for study. 


ducing most of the bodies. The 


Treasury department in the interest of 
as loaded weighs approximately 30° tome ee 
trailer equipment designed and built by Trailer Co. of America. 


Shortage 


(Continued from Page 18) 
we will face a transportation chaos 
before long. Either the freeze on 
service charges must be lifted or 
these vital men must be kept in 
their jobs for the duration. 

The situation among “for-hire” 
truckers in the Detroit area is so 
serious that Col. E. M. Rosecrans 
issued a statement (M454) on Dec. 
15 stating: “As advised by Gen. 
Hershey in occupational bulletin 
No. 21 issued Sept. 17, 1942, trans- 
portation service is an activity 
essential to the support of the war 
effort. At this time the manpower 
situation has become particularly 
acute in two essential services 
mentioned in the above bulletin as 
freight forwarding service and 
trucking service. Ten of the largest 
freight-forwarding concerns oOper- 
ating in the Detroit area are short 
over 300 drivers as of this date 
and as a result vital war trans- 
portation is tied up. 

“All information coming to this 
headquarters is convincing that a 
most acute and serious shortage 
exists in the truck transportation 
service, notably as to the following 
essential occupations: Driver, 
truck, heavy or trailer; foreman, 
shop, platform, maintenance; ma- 
chinists, all around; mechanics, 
automotive, first and second class; 
superintendents. In our opinion 
any man occupying one of these 
critical occupations is a ‘necessary 
man’ within the meaning of Sec- 
tion 622.24 of the selective service 
regulations and is eligible for oc- 
cupational deferment at this time.” 


It is understood that procedure 
is being worked out now so as 
to enable firms with key men in 
the service, either over or under 
38 years of age, to be brought 
back to their jobs where it can 
be shown that they are neces- 
sary to the transportation of 
war goods. 

Among the parts that are put- 
ting trucks on the “dead line” be- 
cause they are not available, ac- 
cording to an incomplete survey 
are the following: generator parts, 
ignition parts, speedometer parts, 
carburetor parts, spark plugs, elec- 
trical parts, gas tank locks, uni- 
versal joints, ring gears and 
pinions, coils, rear axle parts, axle 
shafts (especially for two popular 
makes), distributors, cylinder 
heads, bearings, heavy-duty bat- 
teries, starters and cables, rubber 
bushings for hose, 3-inch discharge 
hose, heat regulators, thermostats, 
temperature gauges, gaskets (rub- 
ber and leather), heavy bolts, 
water pumps, and steering gear 
parts. 


Civilian Orientation Course 


Completed by Baker 


DETROIT.—S. F. Baker has re- 
turned to his duties as vice-presi- 
dent of Thornton Tandem Co., hav- 
ing just completed the Civilian 
Orientation Course presented by 
the Command and General Staff 
School of the United States Army 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kans. Baker, 
a World War I flyer, was one of a 
group of 87 men selected by Lieut. 
Gen. Brehon Somervell to par- 
ticipate in the course. 


Purpose of the course is to fa- 
miliarize this representative group 
of civilians, most of whom have 
had military experience, with the 
streamlined structure of the new 
Army, as well as an overall view 
of the tasks confronting the Army 
in the current war. It was pur- 
posed by the War department, to 
create, in this manner, a group of 
informed citizenry who may act as 
a liaison between military and 
business groups. 





THIS TWO-MAN ty submarine was captured in Pearl Harbor and ship 


It is now touring the country for the 
The submarine 
and was ingeniously mounted on 








a 








' mwaermv ti SS SO OW tf 12 We SMG ew 


a a a 


oOo f = ee 





re 
0 
fil 
nie 


a 


TRUCK SECTION 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DECEMBER 28, 1942 


21—(719) 





Private Owners Worst 


Offenders On Tires 


(Continued from Page 18) 


are overloading badly, but are not 
as a rule adding the extra abuse 
of speed in their rubber wasting 
practices, 

These were some of the points 
brought out in the rubber con- 
servation discussion held by the 
field representatives. 

Asked the first four points of 
truck tire abuse in their rela- 
tive order, the representatives put 
overloading at the top of the list, 
closely followed by mechanical 
faults of the truck, overinflation 
and neglect of repair of cuts and 
bruises. 

Hooking up poor loading and 
poor driving with overloading, the 
representatives pulled a strong oar 
for more education to the truck- 
owning public on the evils of these 
practices. Their observation in the 
field also emphasized the need for 
trained truck drivers on the long 
intercity runs. 

Speed in itself was not consid- 
ered an important waster of truck 
tires, except when excessive speed 
was coupled with one or more of 
the other factors that brought on 
undue wear or premature tire fail- 
ure, It was brought out that exces- 
sive wear to transmission gears 
and other truck and bus parts 
could well be a more serious wast- 
age by reducing truck and bus 
speeds too low, than the detri- 
mental effect on the tires. 

Some of the causes of premature 
tire failure that used to be serious 
in years past are not now felt to be 
so serious, due to the improvement 
in truck-tire construction. Among 
these were listed putting oversize 
tires on standard equipment rims 
and underinflation of truck tires. 

Mismating of truck tires on 
dual rear wheels was considered 
by all as one of the bad causes 
of premature tire failure. It was 
brought out that recently, for 
instance, the 9.75x20 size tire 


Forms Provided 
For Use With 
ODT Order 21 


DETROIT.—When ODT, through 
its order No. 21, required that 
every operator of a truck must 
keep a record of that truck’s 
operation by day and by month, 
Chevrolet saw in this requirement 
an opportunity to help owners also 
keep an accurate cost-of-operation 
record of their vehicles. The solu- 
tion was to produce a simplified 
operating record that would an- 
swer both purposes. 

This record, which is bound in 
booklet form, has sufficient daily 
sheets for a full month, a recap 
sheet for the month and a tire 
record sheet for the month, Each 
form, in addition to covering all 
of the data requested in ODT 21, 
also adds spaces for keeping track 
of lubrication, tire repair, washes, 
storage, body repairs, accident and 
miscellaneous expense, 

This enables the owner quickly 
to recap all items of expense in the 
operating of his vehicle and to 
know just what it costs him per 
mile or per ton to operate his 
truck. 

On the back of each sheet is a 
complete list of the parts of a 
truck which need service and a 
place to check any item that indi- 
cates that it needs checking up, so 
that the driver can check the serv- 
ice needed and it will show up on 
the daily report form when it is 
turned into the office. 

The simplified form also enables 
the owner to keep all of the data 
he will need for income tax pur- 
poses at the same time he is filling 
the requirements of ODT 21 and 
the operating cost record. 

Along with the form comes 4 
consolidated operating-cost record 
sheet for the month that enables 
an operator of up to 14 vehicles 
to summarize the daily data on one 
fleet monthly operating form. 

These forms can be obtained 
from any Chevrolet dealer or by 
writing direct to the Argus Press, 
4450 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago, 
which has been commissioned by 
Chevrolet to produce them for the 


was discontinued, and users of 
this size tire must go to the 
10.00 x 20m size. While most 
companies make the new size in 
practically the same size as the 
9.75, one Company’s product had 
@ wide variance in the two sizes. 
Thus in the case of this brand, 
old and new tires can not be 
paired. Nor can retreaded tire of 
the same size be paired in many 
cases. 


This inability to properly pair 
retreaded tires or tires where there 


is a definite difference in the actual] ¢ 


size of two makes of tires labeled 
the same size, puts an additional 
burden on the individually-owned 
truck which is not allowed to have 
more than one spare. It is seen as 
impossible to properly pair the 
tires on his dual wheels, in many 
instances. 


Fleet truck operators, on the 
other hand, have been able to 
greatly reduce their tire replace- 





AFTER THE TREASURY department awarded a Minute-Man flag signalizing 
100 percent participation in a war bond purchase plan, employes of Diamond T 


Motor Car Co. staged a special 
tion of 38 years of continuous 


resentation ceremony of their own in recogni- 
leadership unmarred by labor strife or serious 


dispute, members of the Automotive Workers’ Industrial Union presented C. A. 
Tilt, president of Diamond T, with a golden memorial trophy and a special 


diamond-studded Army-Navy “E”’ award pin. 
veteran executives of the company, Vice-Presidents E. J. 
. A. Pierce and T. C. Huxley, and Harry C. Emberson, director of purchases, 
Donald D. McKiernan (right) presents 


with gold Army-Navy 


“E” award pins. 


The union also presented other 
Bush, ook, 


official citation in behalf of U. S. Treasury department to Tilt. 


ments due to rubber conservation 
methods they have put in effect 
in their operations. Some opera- 
tors have been able to reduce their 
replacements by as much as 52 
percent. 

Even fleet operators are being 


several sections of the country, 
due principally to the fact that 
they must move their freight in 
full loads and cannot run a 
partially-loaded vehicle to take 
that what might be overloaded. 


All Wars End! There'll be Cars and 


guilty of overloading seriously in ' Trucks and Tires to sell again. 


School Buses 


Need Service 
In Maryland 


BALTIMORE.—(UTPS)—A num- 
ber of school buses in Maryland 
are operating with faulty brakes 
and steering devices, and other 
shortcomings including empty fire 
extinguishers, it is reported after 
a widespread inspection by the 
safety department of the Maryland 
Motor Vehicle Commission. 

W. Lee Elgin, commissioner, said 
that although replacement of some 
defective parts are impossible, 
county school superintendents 
should see that the buses are kept 
in as good condition as possible. 
“It is incumbent upon us to see 
that our buses transporting chil- 
dren be operated safely, and in the 
best possible condition,” said the 
commissioner, 


A reinspection of several of these 
vehicles has been advised by Elgin. 


eyo * 
Heil’s New Locations 

DETROIT.—Heil Co.'s local service 
branch has moved into larger quarters 
at 5743 Woodward Ave., while the com- 
any’s branch office here is now 
ocated in bigger quarters in the 

| Fisher building. 





THREE GOOD MEN ...AND TRUE 


As ever, genuine Bendix-Westinghouse Automotive 


Air Brakes cover the entire field of commercial motor 


transportation with a specific control for each braking 


requirement % Bendix-Westinghouse fully recognizes 


the distinct variations between services and has 


engineered a safe, economical, powerful control to 


meet every purse and purpose 


* Today, as 


always, you may confidently select the genuine 


BENDIX-WESTINGHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE AIR BRAKE C 


Bendix-Westinghouse Brake ind 


ividually suited to 


your particular operation or service . . . and with full 


assurance that you have availed yourself of the finest 


*% If you're not already fully aware of the very marked 


superiority and many exclusive advantages of genuine 


Bendix-Westinghouse Air Brakes and Air Control 


Devices, we earnestly suggest you contact your nearest 


Authorized Bendix-Westinghouse Distributor. 
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ELYRIA, OHIO 


AN ORGANIZATION WHOSE UNDIVIDED EFFORT AND COMPLETE RESOURCES 
ARE DEVOTED TO YOUR CONVENIENCE AND SAFETY 
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By 


Trueckin’,...2%-<. 


(Continued from Page 18) 


When gasoline rationing started, he 
became a one-man board acting as 
a gasoline oasis for truckers that 
had gotten all tangled with ODT 
regulations. Now he is the center 
of worry for operators with trucks 
down along the road because of 
lack of parts. 

Telling your column conductor 
of his troubles the other day he 
ended up with: “It’s bad enough 
to have other haulers tell me 
that they are hung up here and 
there, but the climax came when 
the manager of my own Saginaw 
office called me at 83 a.m. to tell 
me that we have five jobs of our 
own strung along the road be- 
tween Saginaw and Chicago that 
would have to stay there until 
we got repair parts for them. 
Pve got reason to fight this parts 
battle as hard as I can.” 

* 


ISTENING to Eddie Ricken- 

enbacker, the old “race driver 
around town” before the last war, 
make his plea for more production 
with the prediction that, if the war 
workers in our plants and the boys 
in the Solomon Islands would 
change places, production would 
increase 50 percent, I'll go “Rick” 
one better—I believe that if the 
workers were put on a piece work 
basis as they were in the last war 





and the good mechanics allowed to 
make as much as they wanted to 
every day, our production would go 
up 100 per cent in 10 days—provid- 
ing of course that all labor union 
delegates and trouble-starters were 
given the bum’s rush the minute 
they started to bellow in the inter- 
est of the shysters, the incompe- 
tents and the work-slackers. 
When Eddie’s voice came over 
the air into my living room, I had 
just been talking to a war worker 
who was employed in the Bomber 
plant and he had been telling me 
what a snap of a job he had— 
bragging about how easy it was to 
make the big money, even without 
being a capable workman. He was 
a neighbor, knows how I feel about 
such lousy tactics that have been 
thrust upon industry and never 
misses the opportunity to tell me 
that I’m a fool if I don’t believe a 
workman should get the big money 
the easy way if he can—I hope 
Eddie’s plea made some impres- 
sion on him but I doubt it, There 
are all too high a percentage of 
workmen with the same ideas these 
days. These coddled “industrial 


of the Harvester building in Chi- 
cago after a 
couple years fight- 
ing the battle on 
the West coast. 
When Pete Moul- 
der, International 
truck sales man- 
ager, was moved 
up to act as right 
hand man to 
Vice - President 
McCaffrey, “Schu” 
who had been as- 
Schumacher sistant truck sales 

manager up to 
the time he was moved to the 
coast, was brought back to keep 
— truck department wheels roll- 
ng. 

“Schu’s” a truck man and al- 
ready has started programs that 
should help Harvester dealers come 
through this war period with flying 
colors. 


* 





* * * 


HADES of Ye Country Store. 

Ladies millinery in a _ black- 
smith shop and al] that, It takes 
a war to do funny things. Knorr- 
Maynard, Bendix distributor in De- 
troit, and in my book, one of the 
best truck equipment distributors 
in America, has put in a car slip- 
cover department. Tailored to order 
at that. 

Don’t know why they did it but 
if ever a prophecy about automo- 
tive department stores in the fu- 


goldbrickers” only think of their|ture get a bow—here’s certainly a 


own pocketbook and no one else. 
* * 


LL W. C. Schumacher is back 


start, Like the circus barker, Jack 
Maynard can now shout: “Every- 


SHOWING the Thornton-Ford four-wheel trucks with Anthon 


bodies, built for the Alcan Highway construction. 
rom injury when loading. 


that protects the driver’s cab 
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six-yard dump 


Note the steel canopy 


Alcan Highway Speeded 
By Industry Cooperation 


DETROIT.—To complete the Al- 
can Highway ahead of schedule 
took more than just the drive of 


thing— Thornton four-wheel-drive| the Army and the contractors who 


on the job on the tenth floor] bogie units to automobile tune-up; 


Guaranteed 


TO 90° BELOW FREEZING 


LO ANTI-RUST 


PERMANENT TYPE 


ANTI-FREEZE 


And that’s not Lo-Zone’s only guarantee. 


For 


besides positive protection to 90 below freezing, 
Lo-Zone, according to prominent laboratories, is 


safe, non-corrosive and odorless. 


Will not attack 


rubber hose, metal or gasket material. You can 
be sure of satisfied customers when you sell 


Lo-Zone. 


Get your order in now! 


LO:ZORE CHEMICAL WoRKs 
‘CHEMICALS ¢ SOUTH: 


117-119 NINTH AVE., NO. 





NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 


tractor-trailer air brakes to slip 
covers for your limousine, every- 
thing from soup to nuts.” 


Ky. Pessimistic 
Over State’s 
Highway System 


LOUISVILLE.—A gloomy im- 
mediate outlook for Kentucky’s 
highway system because of war 
factors was depicted by State High- 
way Commissioner J. Lyter Don- 
aldson in addressing the annual 
Christmas luncheon here of the 
Motor Truck Club of Kentucky. 

Donaldson added, however, that 


opened the road from Edmonton 
to Fort Nelson and Fairbank. It 
also took the same close coopera- 
tion between industry that has 
made it possible for America to 
meet and beat practically every 
war-implement schedule set. 


One of the glowing examples of 
this cooperation between prime con- 
tractor and suppliers is evidenced 
in the manner in which over 150 
suppliers teamed up with the 
Thornton Tandem Co., of Detroit, 
to deliver 500 badly-needed four- 
wheel-drive Ford trucks to the 
builders of America’s Burma Road 
a full week ahead of what origin- 
ally was a very short time limit. 

When the order was let, delivery 
of the full order was promised in 
30 days. So quickly did every 


Kentucky’s road prospects are better] manufacturer involved get into his 


than those of many other states be- 
cause of this state’s adherence to 
@& pay-as-you-go plan, no bonded 
indebtedness and the fact that its 
legislature has consistently refused 
to divert highway funds to unre- 
lated uses. As a result, he said, 
reserves which have been built up, 
will go to the maintenance of the 
highways which are necessary to 
best promote Kentucky’s industries. 

“The highway department,” he 
said, “expects a reduction in reve- 
nue of between 30 and. 50 percent. 
During the first week in December, 
the first week the mileage ra- 
tioning program went into effect, 
receipts at the state toll bridges 
were 49.6 percent less than for 
the corresponding week in 1941. 
Gasoline taxes are expected to be 
30 percent less than last year. 
Spot checks during the first two 
weeks of mileage rationing showed 
that traffic is 42 percent less than 
last year.” 

“Most of the state funds for 1940, 
1941 and 1942,” Donaldson said, 
“went toward the construction of 
the 1,000 miles of military high- 
ways in Kentucky. 


Report Required 
On Idle Jobs 


WASHINGTON.—Motor carriers 
must make a special report to the 
Office of Defense Transportation 
on any vehicle that is idle during 
the last two weeks of a month, 
under an order which became 
effective Dec. 1. 


The order, which applies to all 
commercial vehicles except taxi- 
cabs, rental cars, ambulances and 
hearses, requires filing of the re- 
port on Form CWN-3, within five 
days after the last day of the 
month. 


Operators of one or two trucks 
must file their reports with the 
nearest ODT district office, while 
larger carriers must send their 
reports to the address indicated in 
the upper right-hand corner of 
their quarterly report forms. 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s ‘‘Sparks’’ column 
is read by the ‘wide-awake” in 
industry. 


part of the order that the first lot 
of trucks was on its way west in- 
side of 10 days. 

When a road such as this 1,700- 
mile supply highway is cut through 
virgin forest and mountain tops 
are cut off to fill the valleys, it 
takes heavy equipment of the 
proper type to do the job. The 
Thornton four-wheel-drive bogie, 
built into the Ford trucks, made 
these normally rated one and one- 
half ton jobs capable of carrying 
the load that could be carried in 
the six-yard Anthony dump bodies 
over the rough terrain on which 
they had to work. These bodies are 
10% feet long. 


Not only did the suppliers do 
their part in keeping ahead of their 


BERING 
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ALASKA 
PENINSULA 


THE - 
, ALEUTIANS 


THE ALCAN HIGHWAY, America’s 


to Fairbanks over wage forest and the toughest of terrain. 


and muskeg swamps 
way to make this 1,700-mile long truc 


delivery dates but the workmen in 
the Thornton factory, knowing the 
vital need for this equipment, kept 
on the job for 21 hours out of the 
24 at times to keep the assembly 
lines running smooth and without 
hitch. 

This conversion of medium 
trucks into heavy-duty carriers not 
only follows the desire of the gov- 
ernment but enabled delivery of 
equipment on a vital job when there 
were no heavy-duty trucks avail- 
able. 

If it had been necessary to wait 
until the manufacturers of heavy- 
duty vehicles could have manufac- 
tured the jobs needed for this high- 
way construction, valuable time 
would have been lost and hundreds 
of tons of critical material would 
have been diverted from the war 
program, it is reported. 

By utilizing the Ford trucks 
which were already built and in the 
national stock pile, this large fleet 
of heavy-duty dump trucks was 
able to get on the job quickly, By 
utilizing the four-wheel-drive bogie 
to give the medium trucks the 
needed carrying capacity, double 
the normal gear speeds were made 
available to negotiate the stiff 
grades and soft terrain, and the 
tractive ability of two-drive axles 
made possible the negotiating of 
the muskeg swamps and the soft 
fills. 


It is understood that trucks of 
this type with trailers will be used 
by both the Army and the freight- 
ing contractors to keep our Army 
and Navy in the north country 
supplied. 









Burma Road, extends from Edmonton 


Rocky mountains 


ad to be secaged and trees had to be swept out of the 
lifeline to our northern military outposts. 
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TRUCK SECTION 


Special to Automotive News 

RICHMOND, Va.—(UTPS)—A 2 
percent gross receipts tax on com- 
mon carriers’ receipts attributable 
to Virginia mileage, and payment 
of a $1 fee for all out-of-state 
motor vehicles operated for com- 
pensation, are provided for in a 
Virginia reciprocity agreement be- 
ing submitted to authorities of 
other states for approval. 


The proposed agreement, which 
has been sent to officials of Mary- 
land, Delaware, North and South 
Carolina, West Virginia and Ten- 
nessee, would exempt, within cer- 
tain limitations, motor vehicles 
from those states from paying any 
registration or license-plate tax to 
Virginia, and, in turn, would give 
Virginia vehicles the same exemp- 
tion. 

The reciprocity board, which is 
headed by C. F, Joyner jr., director 
of the Virginia vehicle division, had 
been studying the question of 
agreements with other states for 
some time. Virginia came in for 
criticism a number of times for 
regulations which critics said 
hampered movement of war-time 
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Va. Proposes 2% Tax 


on Gross Receipts 


Elgin, Maryland commissioner of 
motor vehicles, said the Old Domin- 
ion was exacting excessive taxes 
from Maryland truckers. He 
charged that Virginia had failed to 
live up to a truck tax reciprocity 
agreement, and threatened to im- 
pose “similar duties” on Virginia 
truckers. 

Joyner said he thought the agree- 
ment arrived at by the Virginia 
board was “fair to other states and 
fair to Virginia.” 

The agreement provides that all 
common carriers operating into or 
through Virginia will be assessed 
after Jan. 1, 1943, 2 percent on 
gross receipts earned on the Vir- 
ginia proportion of the mileage op- 
erated in Virginia, but would be 
exempted on the first $1,000 of 
gross receipts. 

Trucks operated as contract car- 
riers, and in the transportation of 
commodities declared exempt under 
the Interstate Commerce act, part 
2, would be exempted from pay- 
ment of the 2 percent assessment 
on the first $3,500 of gross receipts. 


Effective Jan. 1 all motor vehi- 


motor freight, and recently W. Leo! cles operated for compensation 





Converted Cars Are Using 
Non-Critical Materials 


MUSKEGON, Mich.—Making big 
ones out of little ones is being 
practiced here, with 16-passenger 
buses being made out of four-door 
model cars. 


These conversions involve split- 
ting the passenger car in two 
parts and inserting a six-foot sec- 
tion. Tires are increased to 7.00 x 16, 
six ply, in front and 7.50x16, six 
ply, in the rear. 

While this process of making 
coaches out of passenger cars is 
not new with Fitzjohn Coach Co. 
here, the use of non-critical ma- 
terials such as plywood and Mason- 
ite Presdwood has only been made 
since sheet steel went on the 
critical materials list. 

In making the conversion, frame 
members corresponding to the or- 
iginal frame of the car are used, 
reinforced with steel angle truss. 
X type steel cross member is added, 
incorporating necessary strength 
and rigidity. 

Utilizing the forward and rear 
doors on the left side gives the 
coach two safety doors, Front coil 
springs are replaced with heavier 
springs of special design, and the 
rear springs are reinforced with 
extra leaves of proper carrying 
capacity for the coach. 

The original propeller shaft of 
the car is augmented with the ad- 
dition of another section. Shafts 
are provided with needle-bearing 
universal joints and supported with 


framework of the Victory model 
coach is of white ash with exterior 
panels of tempered Masonite Presd- 
wood. Use of steel for reinforce- 
ment is held to a minimum. 

All seats are full cross-type, 
seating three passengers. The 
added center seats have frames of 
plywood and can be placed so that 
all passengers face forward or so 
that the second and fourth seats 
face backward, giving the occu- 
pants of those seats more knee 
room. 

While formerly these coaches 
were converted from Chevrolet cars 
and used largely for country club 
and small load bus service today, 
they are mostly used by the Army 
as war-worker coaches and for use 
at headquarter buildings. Cars now 
used for those coaches have recent- 
ly been mostly Pontiacs, while the 
coaches for the Army have been 
Chevrolets from the Army pool. 


Fitzjohn Coach Co. have also 
converted a number of car haul- 
away trailers to war-worker 
coaches. 


Smith a Director 


MILWAUKEE—Jesse A. Smith, pio- 
neer auto dealer of Wisconsin, who in 
1914 became state distributor for the 
Hudson, and had been president both 
of the Milwaukee (1925) and the Na- 
tional Auto Dealers Assn. (1921-22), 
has been elected a director of Wiscon- 
sin Investment Co. to fill a vacancy. 
Smith retired in 1931 from the auto 


self-aligning center bearings. Body| field 
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CONVERSION of an ordinary four-door car into a fifteen-passenger war- 
worker coach starts with cutting the car apart just back of center door pilaster. 





co RARE atte tie 


A SIX-FOOT SECTION is fitted in between the front and rear halves, 


complete with three extra cross seats holding three passengers each. Photo- 
graph shows inserted section completed before Sale | 


ting. 
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COAST TO COAST IN THREE HOURS. That’s the record of these White- 
built Half-Tracs, shown here moving across the Trans-Isthmian Highway in 
Panama. More than 100 vehicles crossed the jungle-piercing highway in three 


hours despite tropical downpours. 


would be registered with the Vir- 
ginia State corporation commission 
and pay a $1 fee for an identifica- 
tion tag. 

Carriers, to obtain the privileges 
offered in the agreement, would be 
required to purchase within the re- 
ciprecating state motor fuel suf- 
ficient to cover the mileage trav- 
eled in that state. 

Private passenger vehicles, not 
operated for compensation, would 
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CONVERSION 


RUCKERS can rely wit , 
upon TRUCKSTELJ » to hmake BR 
ones out of little ones” 


This confidence is iustifige be@ause an 
original idea conceived ye \ 
been proved in the producti§ 
ands of heavy duty conversio¥ A unit 


TRUCKSTELL lengthens and 
ens the chassis frame for bulkies por heavy 
ier loads — installs special transfhission® 
or two-speed axles, with multiple hgears, \ % 
to utilize the power to better advs . 
— builds six wheel units with third 
that simply trail or drive on all fourxear 
wheels, and provides rubber and brakes 
that assure satisfactory performance. 


TRUCKSTELL distributors know truc 
ing as well as trucks. They have knowk 
edge and experience which enable them 
to study various problems and recom-% 
mend TRUCKSTELL conversions that 
will handle each operation ® 
with satisfaction and 
economy. 


Write for the complete 


be allowed to operate within the re- 
ciprocating state for a period of 
six months unless the owner or 
operator establishes temporary 
residence and becomes gainfully 
employed therein, in which event 
the period would be reduced to 60 
days. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 
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of HEAVY DUTY UNIT 


TRUCK STE EE « Ticenten six wheel 


Intensive Study 
Started On 
Tire Mileage 


BRIDGETON, N. J.— Seabrook 
Farms here is undertaking an in- 
tensive study of tire mileage ob- 
tainable under varied driving and 
vehicle-handling conditions. 


More detailed than any record of 
tire use previously attempted, the 
tire information forms will provide 
A. A. Kuehn, transportation super- 
intendent at the vegetable-process- 
ing plant, with data on which to 
base driving instructions for oper- 
ators of the numerous trucks, 
buses and passenger cars used on 
the Farms. 


Mishandling of a vehicle will be 
revealed by the record of its tire 
mileage, nalleves Kuehn, who plan- 
ned the survey as part of the 
Farms’ tire-conservation plan. 
Transfer of a tire from one wheel 
of a vehicle to another will be 
recorded on an eight-by-fire inch 
card on which tread depths at 
various stages of useage, tire 
abuse, inflation care and other 
factual tire conditions will be 
noted. 
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 TRUCKSTELL four wheel heavy duty 







tractor conversion. 















dual axle drive conversion. 
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TRUCKSTELL heavy duty four wheel 





dump truck conversion. 
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TRUCKSTELL six wheel trailing axle 
conversion. 
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(Continued from Page 18) 


and the good mechanics allowed to 
make as much as they wanted to 
every day, our production would go 
up 100 per cent in 10 days—provid- 
ing of course that all labor union 
delegates and trouble-starters were 
given the bum’s rush the minute 
they started to bellow in the inter- 
est of the shysters, the incompe- 
tents and the work-slackers. 
When Eddie’s voice came over 








When gasoline rationing started, he 
became a one-man board acting as 
a gasoline oasis for truckers that 
had gotten all tangled with ODT 
regulations. Now he is the center 
of worry for operators with trucks 
down along the road because of 
lack of parts. 

Telling your column conductor 
of his troubles the other day he 
ended up with: “It’s bad enough 
to have other haulers tell me 
that they are hung up here and 
there, but the climax came when 
the manager of my own Saginaw 
office called me at 3 a.m. to tell 
me that we have five jobs of our 
own strung along the road be- 
tween Saginaw and Chicago that 
would have to stay there until 
we got repair parts for them. 
Pye got reason to fight this parts 
battle as hard as I can.” 


ISTENING to Eddie Ricken- 

enbacker, the old “race driver 
around town” before the last war, 
make his plea for more production 
with the prediction that, if the war 
workers in our plants and the boys 
in the Solomon Islands would 
change places, production would 
increase 50 percent, I’ll go “Rick” 
one better—I believe that if the 
workers were put on a piece work 
basis as they were in the last war 


Guaranteed 


TO 90° BELOW FREEZIKG 


just been talking to a war worker 
who was employed in the Bomber 
plant and he had been telling me 
what a snap of a job he had— 
bragging about how easy it was to 
make the big money, even without 
being a capable workman, He was 
a neighbor, knows how I feel about 
such lousy tactics that have been 
thrust upon industry and never 
misses the opportunity to tell me 
that I’m a fool if I don’t believe a 
workman should get the big money 
the easy way if he can—I hope 
Eddie’s plea made some impres- 
sion on him but I doubt it. There 
are all too high a percentage of 
workmen with the same ideas these 
days. These coddled “industrial 


own pocketbook and no one else. 
se 


LL W. C. Schumacher is back 
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And that’s not Lo-Zone’s only guarantee. For 
besides positive protection to 90 below freezing, 
Lo-Zone, according to prominent laboratories, is 
safe, non-corrosive and odorless. Will not attack 
rubber hose, metal or gasket material. You can 
be sure of satisfied customers when you sell 
Lo-Zone. Get your order in now! 
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goldbrickers” only think of their 
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of the Harvester building in Chi- 
cago after a 

couple years fight- 

” ing the battle on 
ke the West coast. 
— When Pete Moul- 

t f e der, International 
t . truck sales man- 
ager, was moved 

: up to act as right 

a hand man to 





McCaffrey, “Schu” 
who had been as- 
Schumacher sistant truck sales 

manager up to 
the time he was moved to the 
coast, was brought back to keep 
the truck department wheels roll- 


“Schu’s” a truck man and al- 


ready has started programs that 


should help Harvester dealers come 


through this war period with flying 


colors. 
* * oe 


HADES of Ye Country Store. 


Ladies millinery in a_black- 
smith shop and all that, It takes 
a war to do funny things. Knorr- 
Maynard, Bendix distributor in De- 
troit, and in my book, one of the 
best truck equipment distributors 
in America, has put in a car slip- 
cover department. Tailored to order 


at that. 


thing from soup to nuts.” 
Ky. Pessimistic 
Over State’s 


Highway System 


LOUISVILLE.—A___ gloomy 


Motor Truck Club of Kentucky. 


than those of many other states be- 
cause of this state’s adherence to 
& pay-as-you-go plan, no bonded 


legislature has consistently refused 
to divert highway funds to unre- 
lated uses. As a result, he said, 
reserves which have been built up, 
will go to the maintenance of the 
highways which are necessary to 
best promote Kentucky’s industries. 

“The highway department,” he 
said, “expects a reduction in reve- 
nue of between 30 and. 50 percent. 
During the first week in December, 
the first week the mileage ra- 
tioning program went into effect, 
receipts at the state toll bridges 
were 49.6 percent less than for 
the corresponding week in 1941. 
Gasoline taxes are expected to be 
30 percent less than last year. 
Spot checks during the first two 
weeks of mileage rationing showed 
that traffic is 42 percent less than 
last year.” 

“Most of the state funds for 1940, 
1941 and 1942,” Donaldson said, 
“went toward the construction of 
the 1,000 miles of military high- 
ways in Kentucky. 


Report Required 
On Idle Jobs 


WASHINGTON.—Motor carriers 
must make a special report to the 
Office of Defense Transportation 
on any vehicle that is idle during 
the last two weeks of a month, 
under an order which became 
effective Dec. 1. 


The order, which applies to all 
commercial vehicles except taxi- 
cabs, rental cars, ambulances and 
hearses, requires filing of the re- 
port on Form CWN-3, within five 
days after the last day of the 
month. 


Operators of one or two trucks 
must file their reports with the 
nearest ODT district office, while 
larger carriers must send their 
reports to the address indicated in 
the upper right-hand corner of 
their quarterly report forms. 


_ Chris Sinsabaugh’s ‘‘Sparks’’ column 
is read by the ‘‘wide-awake’”’ in 
industry. 


Vice - President 


Don’t know why they did it but 
if ever a prophecy about automo- 
tive department stores in the fu- 
ture get a bow—here’s certainly a 
start, Like the circus barker, Jack 
Maynard can now shout: “Every- 
thing — Thornton four-wheel-drive 
bogie units to automobile tune-up; 
tractor-trailer air brakes to slip 
covers for your limousine, every- 


im- 
mediate outlook for Kentucky’s 
highway system because of war 
factors was depicted by State High- 
way Commissioner J. Lyter Don- 
aldson in addressing the annual 
Christmas luncheon here of the 


Donaldson added, however, that 
Kentucky’s road prospects are better 


indebtedness and the fact that its 
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SHOWING the Thornton-Ford four-wheel trucks with Anthon 


bodies, built for the Alcan Highway construction. 
rom injury when loading. 


that protects the driver’s cab 


six-yard dump 
Note the steel canopy 


Alcan Highway Speeded 
By Industry Cooperation 


DETROIT.—To complete the Al- 
can Highway ahead of schedule 
took more than just the drive of 
the Army and the contractors who 
opened the road from Edmonton 
to Fort Nelson and Fairbank. It 
also took the same close coopera- 
tion between industry that has 
made it possible for America to 
meet and beat practically every 
war-implement schedule set. 


One of the glowing examples of 
this cooperation between prime con- 
tractor and suppliers is evidenced 
in the manner in which over 150 
suppliers teamed up with the 
Thornton Tandem Co., of Detroit, 
to deliver 500 badly-needed four- 
wheel-drive Ford trucks to the 
builders of America’s Burma Road 
a full week ahead of what origin- 
ally was a very short time limit. 

When the order was let, delivery 
of the full order was promised in 
30 days. So quickly did every 
manufacturer involved get into his 
part of the order that the first lot 
of trucks was on its way west in- 
side of 10 days. 

When a road such as this 1,700- 
mile supply highway is cut through 
virgin forest and mountain tops 
are cut off to fill the valleys, it 
takes heavy equipment of the 
proper type to do the job. The 
Thornton four-wheel-drive bogie, 
built into the Ford trucks, made 
these normally rated one and one- 
half ton jobs capable of carrying 
the load that could be carried in 
the six-yard Anthony dump bodies 
over the rough terrain on which 
they had to work. These bodies are 
10% feet long. 

Not only did the suppliers do 
their part in keeping ahead of their 
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delivery dates but the workmen in 
the Thornton factory, knowing the 
vital need for this equipment, kept 
on the job for 21 hours out of the 
24 at times to keep the assembly 
lines running smooth and without 
hitch. 

This conversion of medium 
trucks into heavy-duty carriers not 
only follows the desire of the gov- 
ernment but enabled delivery of 
equipment on a vital job when there 
were no heavy-duty trucks avail- 
able. 

If it had been necessary to wait 
until the manufacturers of heavy- 
duty vehicles could have manufac- 
tured the jobs needed for this high- 
way construction, valuable time 
would have been lost and hundreds 
of tons of critical material would 
have been diverted from the war 
program, it is reported. 

By utilizing the Ford trucks 
which were already built and in the 
national stock pile, this large fleet 
of heavy-duty dump trucks was 
able to get on the job quickly. By 
utilizing the four-wheel-drive bogie 
to give the medium trucks the 
needed carrying capacity, double 
the normal gear speeds were made 
available to negotiate the stiff 
grades and soft terrain, and the 
tractive ability of two-drive axles 
made possible the negotiating of 
the muskeg swamps and the soft 
fills. 

It is understood that trucks of 
this type with trailers will be used 
by both the Army and the freight- 
ing contractors to keep our Army 
and Navy in the north country 
supplied. 
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TRUCK SECTION 


Special to Automotive News 

RICHMOND, Va.—(UTPS)—A 2 
percent gross receipts tax on com- 
mon carriers’ receipts attributable 
to Virginia mileage, and payment 
of a $1 fee for all out-of-state 
motor vehicles operated for com- 
pensation, are provided for in a 
Virginia reciprocity agreement be- 
ing submitted to authorities of 
other states for approval. 

The proposed agreement, which 
has been sent to officials of Mary- 
land, Delaware, North and South 
Carolina, West Virginia and Ten- 
nessee, would exempt, within cer- 
tain limitations, motor vehicles 
from those states from paying any 
registration or license-plate tax to 
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Va. Proposes 2% Tax 


on Gross Receipts 


Elgin, Maryland commissioner of 
motor vehicles, said the Old Domin- 
ion was exacting excessive taxes 
from Maryland truckers. He 
charged that Virginia had failed to 
live up to a truck tax reciprocity 
agreement, and threatened to im- 
pose “similar duties” on Virginia 
truckers. 

Joyner said he thought the agree- 
ment arrived at by the Virginia 
board was “fair to other states and 
fair to Virginia.” 

The agreement provides that all 
common carriers operating into or 
through Virginia will be assessed 
after Jan. 1, 1943, 2 percent on 
gross receipts earned on the Vir- 
ginia proportion of the mileage op- 


p Virginia, and, in turn, would give] erated in Virginia, but would be 
y Virginia vehicles the same exemp-| exempted on the first $1,000 of 
tion. gross receipts. 
The reciprocity board, which is} Trucks operated as contract car- 
headed by C. F, Joyner jr., director| riers, and in the transportation of 
of the Virginia vehicle division, had| commodities declared exempt under 
been studying the question of/the Interstate Commerce act, part 
agreements with other states for 2, would be exempted from pay- 
ne a a Gee ood ment of the 2 percent assessment 
n regulations which critics said on the first $3,500 of gross receipts. 
t hampered movement of war-time| Effective Jan. 1 all motor vehi- 
. motor freight, and recently W. Leo'cles operated for compensation 
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Converted Cars Are Using 
itical Material 
: Non-Critical Materials 
»f 
e MUSKEGON, Mich.—Making big| framework of the Victory model 
- ones out of little ones is being| coach is of white ash with exterior 

practiced here, with 16-passenger| panels of tempered Masonite Presd- 
it buses being made out of four-door} wood. Use of steel for reinforce- 
fo model cars. ment is held to a minimum. 
= These conversions involve split-| All seats are full cross-type, 
I ting the passenger car in two|seating three passengers. The 
e parts and inserting a six-foot sec- added center seats have frames of 
Is tion. Tires are increased to 7.00 x 16,| Plywood and can be placed so that 
d six ply, in front and 7.50x16, six|4ll passengers face forward or so 
ir ply, in the rear. that the second and fourth seats 

While this process of making| face backward, giving the occu- 

Ss coaches out of passenger cars is|Pants of those seats more knee 
e not new with Fitzjohn Coach Co.| room. 
at here, the use of non-critical ma-| While formerly these coaches 
is terials such as plywood and Mason-| were converted from Chevrolet cars 
y ite Presdwood has only been made|@nd used largely for country club 
ie since sheet steel went on the|@Nd small load bus service today, 
e critica] materials list. they are mostly used by the Army 
le In making the conversion, frame] 4S war-worker coaches and for use 
members corresponding to the or-| at headquarter buildings. Cars now 
le iginal frame of the car are used,| used for those coaches have recent- 
ft reinforced with steel angle truss.|!y been mostly Pontiacs, while the 
e X type steel cross member is added,| coaches for the Army have been 
28 incorporating necessary strength|Chevrolets from the Army pool. 
of and rigidity. Fitzjohn Coach Co. have also 
ft Utilizing the forward and rear converted a number of car haul- 
doors on the left side gives the|@way trailers to war-worker 
of coach two safety doors, Front coil] coaches. 
d springs are replaced with heavier 
t- springs of special design, and the . ; 
rear springs are reinforced with Smith a Director 
- extra leaves of proper carrying} mIlLWAUKEE—Jesse A. Smith, pio- 
Y capacity for the coach, ; °| peer auto dealer of Wisconsin, who in 

The original propeller shaft o ecame state distributor 
the car is augmented with the ad-|27"the"'ilwaukee (i925) and. the Na~ 
dition of another a. Shafts tional Auto Doslers Agen. aa). 
are provided with needle-bearing| has been elected a director o scon- 
universal joints and supported with] 2, Jnvestment Co, to fill 8 yacancy. 
self-aligning center bearings. Body] field. 

4 
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a 








COAST TO COAST IN THREE HOURS. That’s the record of these White- 
built Half-Tracs, shown here moving across the Trans-Isthmian a. in 
Panama. More than 100 vehicles crossed the jungle-piercing highway in three 


hours despite tropical downpours. 


would be registered with the Vir- 
ginia State corporation commission 
and pay a $1 fee for an identifica- 
tion tag. 

Carriers, to obtain the privileges 
offered in the agreement, would be 
required to purchase within the re- 
ciprecating state motor fuel suf- 
ficient to cover the mileage trav- 
eled in that state. 

Private passenger vehicles, not 
operated for compensation, would 











THORNTON 
tae t-te 
Wheel-Drive 

CONVERSION 


RUCKERS can rely With confide e 
upon TRUCKSTELKS to 
ones out of little ones”. 


This confidence is justifies] be@ause an 
original idea conceived yéars ago has 
been proved in the producti6n of fhous- 
ands of heavy duty conversio® units e 


TRUCKSTELL lengthens and'strength- 
ens the chassis frame for bulkieor heay¥ 
ier loads — installs special transmission 
or two-speed axles, with multip] @\gears, \. 
to utilize the power to better advantage ‘» 
— builds six wheel units with third axles 
that simply trail or drive on all fourxear 
wheels, and provides rubber and brakes 
that assure satisfactory performance. * 


TRUCKSTELL distributors know truck. 
ing as well as trucks. They have knowk 
edge and experience which enable them: 
to study various problems and recom- 
mend TRUCKSTELL conversions that 
will handle each operation 
with satisfaction and \): 
economy. com 


Write for the complete 


be allowed to operate within the re- 
ciprocating state for a period of 
six months unless the owner or 
operator establishes temporary 
residence and becomes gainfully 
employed therein, in which event 
the period would be reduced to 60 
days. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 
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of HEAVY DUTY UNIT 


& .  TRUCKSTELL four wheel heavy duty 


TRUCKSTELL-Thornton six wheel 





CONVERSION of an ordinary four-door car into a fifteen-passenger war- 
worker coach starts with cutting the car apart just back of center door pilaster. 








= : 2 = Scie sl a ‘ 

ns 

he ff A - SECTION is fitted in between the front and rear halves 
ts. | onaan San woes extra cross seats holding three passengers each. Photo- | 


graph shows inserted section completed before painting. 









TRUCKSTELLstory 
and the name of the 
distributor in your 
vicinity. 
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TRUCKSTELL six wheel trailing axle 
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Intensive Study 
Started On 
Tire Mileage 


BRIDGETON, N. J.— Seabrook 
Farms here is undertaking an in- 
tensive study of tire mileage ob- 
tainable under varied driving and 
vehicle-handling conditions. 

More detailed than any record of 
tire use previously attempted, the 
tire information forms will provide 
A. A. Kuehn, transportation super- 
intendent at the vegetable-process- 
ing plant, with data on which to 
base driving instructions for oper- 
ators of the numerous trucks, 
buses and passenger cars used on 
the Farms. 

Mishandling of a vehicle will be 
revealed by the record of its tire 
mileage, believes Kuehn, who plan- 
ned the survey as part of the 
Farms’ tire-conservation plan. 
Transfer of a tire from one wheel 
of a vehicle to another will be 
recorded on an eight-by-fire inch 
card on which tread depths at 
various stages of useage, tire 






abuse, inflation care and other 
factual tire conditions will be 
noted. 


PRODUCED 
Lrew Kind 












tractor conversion. 
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dual axle drive conversion. 






TRUCKSTELL heavy duty four wheel 


dump truck conversion. 


J.PAZUR 


TRUCKING 


conversion. 
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HEY said that America was unprepared 

for war and could not arm in time. But 
they overlooked our ‘“‘secret weapon’’—indus- 
trial ‘‘know-how.”’ 

They forgot that in America free enterprise 
had for years been encouraging—stimulating 
—urging men to learn how to make things 
better and better—in greater volume—at con- 
stantly lower costs. 

Now that the needs of peace have given way 
to the demands of war—now that ‘‘Victory is 


—HOW GM APPLIES MASS- 
PRODUCTION TECHNIQUE 
TO MACHINE GUNS 


An EXAMPLE 


This story of quantity production methods in the manufacture of one type of machine 
gun illustrates a principle exemplified throughout General Motors’ production for war. 
Design improvements and production short-cuts have been made possible by the close 
cooperation and assistance of original manufacturers, machine tool producers and the 
Army Ordnance Department. 
1. INCREASING 2. REDUCING 3. RAISING 4. Cones 
OUTPUT cost QUALITY ERIALS 


Many new proc- Production short- Design changes for wan —. of 
esses, new tools and cuts, material sav- quontity production pounds of vital ma- 
design changes ingsandexpanding have likewise terials were con- 
have made possible output have re- raised quality. served through bet- 
double the output duced the original Many of the more dar Geeenaicn eae 
in the same man- cost by half, with than 200 changes th P bsti i: ¢ 
hours. Manvfactur- consequent impor- have helped to e substitution o 
ing capacity and fant savings in the make possible su- less critical mate- 
manpower were re- nation’s expendi- perior perform- rials. The number of 
leased for addition- ture for war mate- ance, added dur- special steels was 
al vital war tasks. rial. ability. cut from 44 to 15. 


General Motors Employees Set New Record 


Although 37,892 General Motors employees are in the 
armed forces, employment for November of this year 
in the United States was 20.2% above that of the same 
period in 1941. Payrolls were up 51.0%. Average hours 


of work were up 17.3%. 


From their earnings, General Motors men and women 
are purchasing War Bonds in ever-increasing volume. 


GEN ERAL MOTORS 
6 Cur Cainer!” 


THE AMERICAN WAY 


@ 











STEPL REPLACES ALUMINUM 


Aeroproducts Divi- 
sion is now building 
stronger, lighter pro- 
pellers by substitut- 
ing hollow steel con- 
\ struction for solid 
aluminum blades. 


Saving—100 to 200 Ib. of aluminum 
per propeller. Saving—75 Ib. in 
weight of complete assembly 


NEW MACHINES DO NEW JOBS 
Cadillac craftsmen ‘ 
designed complete- re 
ly new machines for 

producing this com- 


plex part, a supercharger rotator 
vane, effecting important savings in 
time and material. 


Time per piece reduced from 125 
man-hours to 10. Material saved, 
496,000 Ib. per year 


SUBSTITUTION SAVES MATERIALS 


Previously drawn from 
brass and then nickel- 
and silver-plated, 
headlamp _ reflectors 
cre now drawn at 
Guide Lamp Division 
Co from less critical steel, 
enameled and coated with vapo- 
rized aluminum. Metal per 100,000 
vehicles: 


OLD TYPE NEW TYPE 
65,000 Ib. Copper 78,000 Ib. Steel 
32,000 “ Zinc 5 Ib. Aluminum 

275 “ Nickel 
160 “ Silver 


MORE GOOD NEWS FROM THE PRODUCTION FRONT 


Know-How 


SAVES MANPOWER, MATERIALS AND MONEY—AND GETS THE JOB DONE! 


Fortunately for all of us, 
American Industry has this “Know-How” 


So one organization gives you herein a few 
of the many examples of how American 
“know-how” is getting the job done—is saving 
manpower, materials and hundreds of mil- 


our business’’—our training in this mass 
production is making itself felt. 

And today Victory is your business—just as 
it is ours. 

And asa ‘“‘stockholder”’ in Fighting America 
you want to know how well your business is 
operating; whether the experience and skills 
developed under peaceful American free enter- 
prise are proving valuable now; whether we 
have acquired an ability—a ‘‘know-how”’ 
which is equal to the demands of total war. 


SPEEDING ENGINE PRODUCTION 


At Allison Division, new 
multiple-spindle drills 
perform 14 lapping 
operations simultane- 
ously, superseding 
single radial drill oper- 
ation in these liquid- 
cooled aircraft en- 
gines. For this oper- 
ation: 
Time Reduced—80% 
Production Up—393% 
Machines released for other work 


CASTINGS FOR FORGINGS 


“ArmaSteel”  cast- 
ings supplant steel 
forgings, save large 
quantities of vital 
materials and many 
man-hours of ma- 
chining time because 
there is less excess metal to be 
removed. Development of GM Re- 
search Laboratories and Saginaw 
Malleable Iron Division. 


WEIGHS 1/5 AS MUCH 


Developed by Gen- 

eral Motors Re- 

search Laboratories 

and produced by 
Electro-Motive 

Division, this newly 

designed ‘"'Pan- 

cake” Diesel engine weighs 1/5 as 
much as and takes only 1/3 of the 
space of any previous ocean duty 
Diesel of the same horsepower. 
Helps provide new Navy sub 
chasers with: 


Increased s 
Longer cruising radius 


IT TAKES A LOT 


AND STAMPS 


OF MONEY 
TO WIN A WAR— 
BUY WAR BONDS 





WILL WIN 


lions of dollars! 


These are some of the things being done to 








avoid the tragedy of ‘‘too little and too late”’ 


to make sure that your boy at the front has 
every advantage of superior equipment and 


protection. 


SUBCONTRACTING 


Of 132 parts in 
on aircraft can- 
non, Oldsmobile, 
as prime contrac- 
tor, builds three 
basic parts. Production of the re- 
maining 129 parts is spread among 
53 subcontractors, working under 
GM direction, who already had the 
necessary manufacturing equipment. 


BIG SAVINGS FROM SMALL ITEMS 


In tank manufacture 
ot Fisher Body, at- 
taching a 3-inch . 
piece of common 
steel for electrical 
connection at the 
end of each weld- 
ing rod is saving 
on important amount 
of critical welding 
material. 


CONSERVING VITAL MATERIALS 


Chevrolet engi- 
neering ingenuity 
has developed 
satisfactory sub- 
stitutes resulting in 
the following criti- 
cal materials 
saved per 100,- 
000 military ve- 
hicles: 


5,000,000 Ib. Rubber 
1,200,000 “ Nickel 


200, 
125,000 Ib. Latex 70,000 Ib. Tin 


REDESIGNING REDUCES COST 


As redesigned by 
Pontiac, shoulder 
rests for O6crlikon 
guns have been 
made simpler and 
less expensive. 
Shoulder rests are 
now completely ad- 
justable for every 
size gunner. 


¥ 


This improvement reduced cost per 
gun $45.00 


TWELVE TIMES AS FAST 


At Buick, a newly 
designed electric 
welding machine 
makes it possible 
to speed up weld- 
ing of Diesel en- 
gine crankshaft 
balancers from 3 
to 36 per hour. 


‘et 


GM DELIVERIES OF 
WAR MATERIALS 


EVERYBODY Buy More War Bonds and Stamps 


It’s your boys—AND YOU!—who must win this war. 
They, with their daring and their fighting ability; you, 
backing them up with your money that must buy them 
their guns and ammunition, planes and tanks, equip- 
ment and supplies. 

Don’t fail the boys! Buy War Bonds and Stamps for all 
you’re worth—the way they fight! 
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